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Three priorities emerged from our 
congregation in the Dialogue Dinners:

The Youth and Children’s budget along with the Outreach budgets have all taken hits 
over the last few years. It is time to rebuild those areas. The Young Adult Ministries is a 
new area and requires the creation of a whole new budget area. Our increased efforts in 
these vital areas will build an exciting future for Canterbury.
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It is an exciting time to be at Canterbury! You can feel the energy when you walk through the doors! People are 
excited about the energizing worship services, the new sense of possibilities, and the great potential for this 
wonderful church. Your commitment to Canterbury is helping to create many opportunities for everyone to experience 
the love of Christ in remarkable ways. Because this is a congregation who has such a strong desire to show love in a 
myriad of ways, the theme of this year’s stewardship campaign is “Love Does.” 

Love does some amazing things in our lives. Love never fails us, and it is always active. Love consistently reminds 
us that God is with us. It also does other things. Love does listen, and love does respond. Throughout the months of 
July and August, almost 600 Canterbury members participated in Dialogue Dinners to dream about the future of this 
great church. We are grateful to all of you who shared your hopes and dreams with us. We want to let you know that 
we heard you. During those dinners, the top three dreams expressed were to build a strong young adult ministry, to 
support and strengthen youth and children programming, and to grow our strong commitment to outreach. These are 
all focus areas that were repeatedly expressed in dinners. We heard you, and now it is time for all of us to respond, 
together, as one church.

Our stewardship campaign, Love Does, will kick off on Sunday, October 14, and conclude with Commitment Sunday on 
Sunday, October 28. The success of this campaign will be determined by our commitment to meeting our stewardship 
goals. Our stewardship goals have one purpose: an increased ministry impact in 2019. We have set a bold goal of 
a $4,750,000 budget for 2019. This represents a $300,000 budget increase from 2018 with a large portion of the 
increase going to support those areas you have named as a priority: young adult ministry, youth and children, and 
outreach. We know that together we can meet this challenge and have an incredible impact for the Kingdom of God 
in 2019. Please prayerfully consider how you can help Canterbury reach this goal. Then, fill out the attached pledge 
card and return it no later than Sunday, October 28. We are confident that we can do this together because that’s 
what…love does.



Canterbury has helped me figure out what faith looks 
like in life. Going on the Panama medical trips and 

seeing what medicine looks like and how you can live 
out your faith through that field is one of the reasons 

I want to become a doctor.

Because I was willing to be vulnerable and share, we have 
received so much warmth from our Sunday School class. There is 

a lot of opportunity for us to love each other, but maybe we are 
afraid to be vulnerable. It has been humbling and strengthening 

and has given me a new way to look at Canterbury!

There’s a support group here for the caregivers of Encore participants. 
They don’t necessarily have to go to Encore, but it’s a group for 

caregivers and they come from all over. These people can come to this 
group once a week. They can cry, they can tell what’s going on in their 

lives with their loved one, they’re prayed for -- people try to help. It’s 
probably one of the best examples of where love is really shown.


