
aving faith in God is easy when things are smooth sailing. It’s when we face the unpredictable 
challenges that faith becomes more difficult.  Trusting in God through these challenges will 
enable greater resilience to the ever-changing circumstances of life.  Recognizing the ways 
God is at work in the midst of change will increase our faith in God.

Over the past several weeks, we announced some changes in our senior staff that will leave 
some big shoes to fill.  Since those announcements, we have been working with the Staff-Parish Team 
of the church to make plans for both the short-term and the long-term needs of Canterbury. Here is a 
summary of the decisions thus far:

1. Rev. Tori Hastings will be the Director of Age-Level Ministries (formerly Whole Life Spirituality) 
and will supervise the staff leading Children’s Ministries, Student Ministries, Family Ministries, Adult 
Ministries, and Older Adult Ministries.

2. One of the vacancies we have is the Director of Children’s Ministries. We are already involved in 
the search for the perfect person to lead this vital ministry at Canterbury. In the interim period, Amy 
Dobbins, a member who serves on the Children’s Ministries Leadership Team, will oversee Children’s 
Ministries until the hiring of a new director.

3. In dialogue with Rob Hubbard, who serves over Student Ministries, we are increasing our staff 
resources in this area.  In addition to Rob’s role as Coordinator of Student Ministries, Brian Ward will 
become the Director of Student and Family Ministries. Brian’s new role reflects the importance of 
ministering to the whole family.

4. Brian Ward’s new assignment leaves a gap in our Adult Ministries.  A restructured position called 
Director of Adult and Small Group Ministries will fill this gap. A search team is being formed to find 
a candidate who will serve as the primary staff person resourcing Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Small Groups. Until this person is in place, Tori and Brian will still be available to assist with any needs 
in Adult Ministries.

5. After several months of evaluating The Way worship service on Sunday evenings, we determined 
that it was time to discontinue this service. Although The Way was a meaningful experience for 
some people, we are exploring other ways to meet the worshiping needs of our congregation at 
an alternative time.

We have heard you tell us Canterbury needs more focus on our discipleship ministries for all ages, 
and these changes are a response to your requests. Change always presents challenges, but change 
also creates opportunities for growth. Let’s seek God’s peace that guards our hearts and minds as we 
implement this plan for growth at Canterbury.
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The Journey Continues
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” — Philippians 4:6 -7, NRSV

Rev. Dale Cohen
senior pastor

To comment on this article, go to Rev. Dale Cohen’s blog at www.DaleCohenCanterbury.com.

            Dale Cohen, Senior Pastor 

http://billmorgancanterbury.wordpress.com
http://www.dalecohencanterbury.com


Lent 20171

page 2

s Christians, we engage in spiritual disciplines that 
are designed to help us grow more intentionally in 
our relationship with God. Lent is an opportunity for 
many of us to focus with intention on one of the 

spiritual disciplines, such as fasting,” says Senior Pastor 
Dale Cohen. “But it’s not enough for us to simply give 
something up. The challenge is what you put in its place. 
When we give something up that occupies much of our 
time, such as watching television, we have the opportu-
nity to focus on then putting something else that brings us 
closer to God, in its place.” 
     This Lenten season, we invite you to fill that time by fully 
engaging in our church-wide Lenten series, On the Road 
to the Cross, by attending weekly worship, listening to the 
sermons through the Canterbury app, and participat-
ing in a small group study. This sermon and study series, 
based on the book “On the Road to the Cross: Experi-
ence Easter With Those Who Where There” by pastor and 

educator Rob Burkhart, takes Holy Week and expands it 
throughout the entire seven weeks of Lent. “What I like 
about this book is that it slows us down and draws our at-
tention to the final week of Jesus’ life in intentional ways,” 
says Associate Pastor Drew Clayton. “It puts it in slow mo-
tion and gives us the chance to look deeply, lifting out 
elements and characters that often get overlooked.”   
     We’re familiar with many of the main players of the sto-
ry: Jesus, Judas, Peter, and Pilate, but through this study 
we have the opportunity to look at the events of Holy 
Week through some of the less known bit players: Simon 
the Leper, Malchus, the centurion at the cross, Cleopas, 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, Barabbas, Simon 
the Cyrene, and Mary Magdalene. “The unique places 
of these women and men highlight elements that inspire, 
illuminate, and unlock the majesty of Easter,” writes au-
thor Rob Burkhart. “We see Easter in a new way and hear 
new voices when we examine their stories.”

This year’s Lenten Sermon Series and Church-Wide 
Study digs deeper into the events of Holy Week 

through the lens of some often-overlooked characters. 

“A 

Hear each week’s sermons at www.CanterburyUMC.org/Lent2017.                        Download the Canterbury app today at http://subsplash.com/canterburyumc/app.

www.CanterburyUMC.org/Lent2017
http://subsplash.com/canterburyumc/app
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    We’ll begin the series with the traditional Ash Wednes-
day service of the Imposition of the Ashes. Then, each 
week we’ll explore the stories of other everyday char-
acters, each offering a fresh perspective on the familiar 
stories of the passion, crucifixion, and resurrection, and 
giving us new examples of how to follow Jesus in differ-
ent ways. 

Wednesday, March 1
Ash Wednesday
Noon in the Chapel
6:15 in the Sanctuary

Friday, March 3
World Day of Prayer
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
The Chapel will be open for prayer all day in rec-
ognition of World Day of Prayer, the ecumenical 
prayer initiative that is now being celebrated in 
more than 170 countries.

Sundays, March 5 - April 16
New Traditions
8:15 in the Chapel
New Traditions’ Lenten services will follow the liturgi-
cal Scripture readings from the Revised Common 
Lectionary, focusing particularly on Jesus’ life ac-
cording to the Gospel of John. 

Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. in Canterbury Center 

Traditional Worship 
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

SERMON SERIES 
On the Road  
to the Cross

LENTEN 

Small Groups
Small groups are an excellent opportunity to grow 
deeper in your faith and experience the holy sea-
son of Lent in a more meaningful way. We encour-
age you to pick up a copy of Rob Burkhart’s book 
On the Road to the Cross in the Adult Resource 
Center or through major booksellers and engage 
in this church-wide study in one of three ways:

1. Use the curriculum in your existing small  
    group or Sunday School class.

2. Start a small group with a group of friends, 
    using the study.

3. Participate in one of our six staff-led groups: 

• Mondays at 6 p.m. with Brian Ward

• Wednesdays at Noon with Tori Hastings

• Wednesdays at 6 p.m. with Tori Hastings  
   and Drew Clayton

• Thursdays at 7 a.m. with Dale Cohen

• Thursdays at Noon with Drew Clayton

• Thursdays at 1:30 with Sheryl Thornton

Sign up today 
at CanterburyUMC.org/Lent2017 or by emailing 

ellen.thomas@canterburyumc.org.
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http://CanterburyUMC.org/Lent2017
mailto:ellen.thomas%40canterburyumc.org?subject=Regarding%20Lenten%20Small%20Groups
www.CanterburyUMC.org/Lent2017
http://subsplash.com/canterburyumc/app


Let us hear from you at www.surveymonkey.com/r/5GJLSKG.

Special Church-Wide Events

Sunday, March 12
UMW’s Sweet Tea & Tablescapes 
2-4:30 p.m. in Canterbury Hall
Tickets still available! Come spend the afternoon with 
other Canterbury women during the UMW’s annual  
fundraising event of fellowship and shopping. The gather-
ing includes a silent auction, fashion show, tea & treats, 
and a fern & bake sale, with all money raised going to 
support the important missions of UMW.
  
Tickets ($25/individual; $250/table of 10) available at 
the front desk. For more information: Meg Lilly, meg.lilly@
me.com.

Sunday, March 19
Little Brown Bag Spring Break
Packing & Delivery
Packing: Immediately After Worship
Deliveries: Monday & Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Meet in Canterbury Hall
Help provide meals during Spring Break to the many Bir-
mingham City School children who rely on their schools 
for breakfast and lunch. We will be packing 2,500 Little 
Brown Bags immediately after worship on Sunday and 
delivering them to the children on Monday and Tuesday. 
For information, contact Susan Bellows at susanbellows@
charter.net or 967-9865. 

Wednesday, March 22
Church & Society presents:  
Author Kathy Izard
11:30 a.m.-1p.m., luncheon in Canterbury Hall
7-8 p.m., program in Wesley Hall 
(note: this occurs after regular Family Night programming)
An encounter with Denver Moore, the formerly homeless-
turned-best-selling author of “Same Kind of Different As 
Me,” changed Kathy Izard’s life forever, as she went from 
comfortably serving soup at the soup kitchen to directing 
a housing program for the chronically homeless. Join us 
for a lunch roundtable or an evening discussion about her 
faith journey and the amazing ways she is fighting home-
lessness in Charlotte, NC. Her book, “The Hundred Story 
Home: A Story of Homelessness, Hope, and Healing,” is 

available in the Adult Resource Center or through www.
kathyizard.com. The luncheon program will also include 
an update on The Way Station, a developing ministry for 
homeless teens being led by Caroline Bundy. 

Luncheon tickets ($15) available at the front desk or at 
www.canterburyumc.org. For more information: Rachel 
Estes, rachel.estes@canterburyumc.org.

Tuesday, March 28
Learning Legacy Luncheon:  
Dolores Hydock
Noon in Canterbury Hall
Don’t miss the one and only Dolores Hydock as she tells a 
wonderful story… “Southern Comfort in a Cast-Iron Skillet: 
A Yankee transplant tries to make Southern cornbread.” 
Only Dolores can make you feel as if you are in the story 
yourself! RSVP for a luncheon reservation ($5) at 874-1534.

Friday, April 7
An Evening with Anne Lamott
7:30-9 p.m. in Canterbury Center
Join us as we welcome The New York Times best-selling 
author Anne Lamott back to Birmingham as she brings 
her wit, humor, and raw honesty in her new book, “Hal-
lelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy.”

Tickets ($40, includes her new book) available at www.
CanterburyUMC.org/AnneLamott2017.

April 12
Church & Society presents: Dr. 
Neal Berte, A Brown Bag Lunch 
Roundtable on Shared Humanity
11:30-1 p.m. in Room M227
Bring your lunch and join us for a conversation about how 
we can be faithful and engaging with our neighbors. Bir-
mingham-Southern College President Emeritus Dr. Neal 
Berte will facilitate a discussion on an op-ed he wrote 
about living in a community of different faiths. Email Ra-
chel to receive the article to read prior to the gathering. 
For more information: Rachel Estes, rachel.estes@canter-
buryumc.org.
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Mark your calendar and plan to attend these 
informative and inspiring special events! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5GJLSKG 
mailto:meg.lilly%40me.com%0D?subject=Regarding%20UMW%20Tea%20and%20Tablescapes
mailto:meg.lilly%40me.com%0D?subject=Regarding%20UMW%20Tea%20and%20Tablescapes
mailto:susanbellows%40charter.net?subject=Regarding%20Little%20Brown%20Bag%20Spring%20Packing
mailto:susanbellows%40charter.net?subject=Regarding%20Little%20Brown%20Bag%20Spring%20Packing
http://www.kathyizard.com
http://www.kathyizard.com
http://www.canterburyumc.org
mailto:rachel.estes%40canterburyumc.org?subject=Regarding%20Kathy%20Izard%20event
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http://www.CanterburyUMC.org/AnneLamott2017. 
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Special Church-Wide Events Spring Family Night 2017

Discover Your Strengths with  
Sheryl Thornton & Bret Pippen
Room M226
Discover your top five strengths and then explore how to 
maximize them in your relationships, vocation, and min-
istry during this highly interactive class. Our curriculum is 
based on The Gallup Organization’s online Strengthsfind-
er assessment. 

Seeking Shalom with Rachel Estes
Room M209
Come walk together and explore how our faith journeys 
intersect with serving the community. It will be a time of 
challenge, peace, and planning as we discuss how we 
can serve in ways that offer dignity and hope, as well as 
a hand up.

Jesus’ Parables, Poetry, and  
Peasantry with Paul McCracken
Room M229
Learn even more about some of the most familiar para-
bles by examining their structure and the society in which 
they were placed. 

On the Road to the Cross Lenten Study 
with Tori Hastings & Drew Clayton
Room M228
Join this Lenten small group for an excellent opportunity 
to grow deeper in your faith and experience the holy 
season of Lent in a more meaningful way. In On the Road 
to the Cross, the Lent and Easter drama plays out on his-
tory’s stage with magnificent and larger-than-life charac-
ters. Yet some of the most important lessons of Lent and 
Easter come from those whose names you may not rec-
ognize: Simon the Leper, Malchus, The Centurion at the 
Cross, Cleopas, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, 
Barabbas, Simon the Cyrene, and Mary Magdalene.

Journeys of Paul with Lisa Donnell
Room A123
Dive deep into a study of one of Paul’s most famous let-
ters, First Corinthians. This is a group for those who want 
to focus on a thorough discussion of the biblical text, led 
by Lisa Donnell who recently returned from traveling the 
path of Paul!

Knit Wits with Gerrie Hansford
Room M202
Put your hands and hearts to use during this fellowship 
time of knitting prayer shawls for those who are sick or in 
need.

Bells of Canterbury with Sybil Watson
Room M229
Come be a part of Canterbury’s handbell choir. Begin-
ners welcome!
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The Spring Family Night session kicks off Wednesday, 
March 8. Check out the list of new adult class offerings in 
personal enrichment, Bible study, and spiritual growth. 

Wednesdays, March 8-April 26
Dinner in Canterbury Hall begins at 5 p.m.—$7/adults, $3/youth & children, $20 family max

Activities follow from 6-7 p.m.

Special Wednesday Night 
Dates To Note

March 1 / Ash Wednesday
Dinner followed by Ash Wednesday service
 in the sanctuary. No other programming. 

Nursery provided.

March 29 / Spring Break
No dinner or activities.

April 12 / Holy Week
Dinner followed by Children’s Holy Week service. 

No other programming. Nursery provided. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5GJLSKG 
http://www.canterburyumc.org/familynight
http:// www.CanterburyUMC.org/FamilyNight
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2 Churches + 3 Days + 1,700 Volunteers = 
305,856 Children in Honduras Fed! 

n most Sunday mornings, our routines at Canter-
bury take us by the same friends and areas of the 
church, providing a sense of familiarity and com-
fort. But a few weeks ago, Stop Hunger Now took 

those same friends and same venues and shook things 
up with new friends and new ways of serving. What a 
wonderful way to be with your friends and family mak-
ing a difference! We are grateful that Canterbury and 
Birmingham rose to the magnificent task of feeding over 
300,000 children this year!” says Director of Outreach Ra-
chel Estes.
     “This amazing event that brings our community and 
congregation together so beautifully as we serve oth-
ers costs $87,000 to fund. Canterbury Outreach funding 
is $50,000 and St. Luke’s puts in over $15,000—the rest is 
made up from generous donations from congregation 
members and community folks who feel the passion! 

An additional effort this year to collect through Sunday 
School classes brought in over $2,500 to that effort!”
     Each and every volunteer is important to Stop Hunger 
Now’s success, and along with all the Canterbury indi-
viduals and families that came to serve throughout the 
three days, we also give a special “thank you” shout out 
to those community groups that joined us to help make it 
happen: students from Liberty Park and Homewood Mid-
dle Schools and Cherokee Bend, Mountain Brook, and 
Glen Iris Elementary Schools, the Samford Golf Team, the 
Birmingham Islamic Society, the itty bitties of CUMC’s 
Day School, Boy Scouts and Venture Crews, and folks 
from Brown Bag and the Avondale Samaritan Place Co-
ops. Together, we continue to make a positive difference 
in the lives of others, both here in our community and 
around the world.

“O 

Thank you Canterbury and Saint Luke’s!
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DIRECTIONS 
Off Highway 280, at Brookwood Mall, take 
Mountain Brook Parkway east to Overbrook 
Road and turn left.

MINISTERS
Rev. Dale Cohen Rev. Warren Nash
Rev. Sam Williamson Rev. Drew Clayton
Rev. Sheryl Thornton Rev. Tori Hastings
Bishop-in-Residence, Dr. Mike Watson  

350 Overbrook Road, 
P.O. Box 130699
Birmingham, Alabama 35213-0699

March 12

United Methodist Women
at  Canterbury

Tea and
Table scapes

Tea and
Tablescapes

2:00 - 4:30 pm

SweetSweet

PURCHASE TICKETS - $25 individual tickets or $250 for a table of 10. 
Purchase at the reception desk. 

For additional information, contact Meg Lilly at 205-807-2802 or Meg.Lilly@me.com.
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