
Traditional Worship

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity pack in the 
Narthex entrance area.  The Children’s Comfort 

Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available 

– ask an usher for help.

September 17, 2017
the FiFteenth Sunday aFter pentecoSt

preaching — rev. tori haStingS

LiturgiSt —  rev. Warren naSh

choirmaSter and organiSt — dr. LeSter SeigeL

            Dale Cohen, Senior Pastor

Hurricane Harvey Relief - Ways to Help Those Affected
Join us as we show our love and support for the victims of Harvey and Irma
1) Make an UMCOR Flood Bucket - Canterbury will serve as a collection site for flood buckets. Drop off 
    completed buckets or kit materials to our round reception desk. Donate by going to www.umcor.org.
2) Purchase From a Wish List - Purchase whatever items you can with an Amazon Wish List that has been 
     created for you to click and it is directly sent to Canterbury. Donate by going to: http://a.co/2s704Gd.
3) Make a Donation - Make a donation to UMCOR by giving online to the UMCOR Domestic Disaster 
     Response Advance #901670. You can also make a donation to Canterbury marked Disaster Relief or you can 
     donate by going to www.umcor.org.
If you are an UMCOR trained disaster responder, a team will form upon invitation from Houston. Please contact 
Rachel Estes at rachel.estes@canterburyumc.org for more information.

As of September 13, members of Canterbury have contributed over $51,000 to hurricane relief efforts. Thank you 
for caring for others in Jesus’ name.

Special Information Meetings for  the Results of Survey Team 
Two informational meetings for members of Canterbury have been set to communicate the results of the recent 
market research project conducted earlier in the spring.
The first meeting will be held today at 11:30 in Canterbury Center.  The second will be held on Wednesday eve-
ning, September 20, at 6:15 in Canterbury Center.  
Jim Jager, the president of New South Research here in Birmingham, will be on hand to make these presenta-
tions.  Elizabeth Dunn, Martha Elliott and Bret Pippen, representing the Church Council, the Market Research 
Team, and Staff Parish, will also be on hand to answer questions.
In addition, complete copies of the research results are on hand in the Resource Center for any Canterburian who 
is interested in more detailed information.  Contact Ellen Thomas if you are interested in this.

Avonfest is today
Join us  for Avonfest this evening from 5:00 - 7:00 PM at Cahaba Brewing Company (4500 5th Ave. South). Enjoy 
friendship, food and a beverage for an annual celebration benefiting Avondale Samaritan Place. Proceeds from the 
night will go to support all of ASP’s growing outreach programs. Tickets can be purchased at the door.

Women’s City Prayer Breakfast 
Tickets are Now Available! 
Join us on September 29 for the Women’s City Prayer Breakfast with keynote speaker, Sophie Hudson. Sophie is a 
funny & entertaining Southern writer and speaker who lives in Birmingham. 

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of September 14)
Jim Caskey...................................................................................................Brookwood
Carolyn Smallwood................................................................................St. Martin’s Rehab
Rosalyn Stroud.........................................................................................St. Martin’s Rehab

Thanksgiving for the lives of
Marianne Fuhrmeister.........................................................................September 9, 2017
Bettye Anderson......................................................................................September 11, 2017

the LimitS oF god’S grace

“Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
Hebrews 4:16, NRSV

There is only one thing that limits God’s grace—us!  The degree to which we receive God’s grace is directly propor-
tional to our desire to receive God’s grace.  There is nothing we have ever done or anything we have yet to do that is 
beyond the scope of God’s grace to forgive.  The only limiting factor is whether or not we want to receive it.

Why is it so hard for us to accept a gift so freely given?  It’s because most of us operate in the economy of transac-
tions.  If we want something, we must give something to receive it.  Every interaction is a transaction based on quid 
pro quo.  In the economy of God, things operate differently.  God created us so that he could give to us. God loves us 
unconditionally and extends his grace to us whenever we are willing to receive it.  We may argue, “God’s grace is 
too good to be true.”  On the surface, that makes sense. On the other hand, we could argue, “God is too good for his 
unconditional grace NOT to be true!”

The reason God chose to order creation around unconditional grace is that God understands the power of love to 
transform.  Rather than relying solely on a list of rules to frame the boundaries of our relationships, God knew 
love could create a desire to do what pleases the other as the means of shaping those boundaries.  The rules give us 
an idea or a picture of the nature of healthy relationships.  But the actual living out of those rules is best achieved 
through the naturally resulting behaviors inherent in a healthy loving relationship.

There is nothing we can do that will make God love us any more than God already loves us.  At the same time, 
there is nothing we can do that will make God love us any less than God already loves us.  To assume God can-
not forgive us is to limit God in the only way God can be limited.  The all-powerful God chooses to be able to be 
constrained by those of us who refuse his grace—even though it is his ultimate desire that we all freely accept it for 
ourselves.  

The writer of Hebrews encourages us to approach the throne of God’s grace with boldness so that we might receive 
the only gift we need—the grace of God.  May each of us receive this incredible gift with both the assurance of 
God’s love and the joy of being forgiven.  Amen.



Order of Morning Worship
*Congregation Please Stand

Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  

Voluntary                                                                Fugue in G Minor                                              Johann Sebastian Bach

Welcome and Parish Notices

Collect                                                The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray .
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into your presence: give us pure 
hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, now and forever. Amen.

* Processional Hymn 185                          When Morning Gilds the Skies                                                                           LAUDES DOMINI

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                                 The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

* Passing of the Peace               The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You. 
  

Children’s Moment                                                                                                                      Nancy & Paul McCracken 

Infant Baptism                                                        Margaret Flowers Blount                                                                           see insert
Hiliary Herbert Henderson, V 

Trevor Hadley Olsen

Solo                                                                                Give Me Jesus                                                          arr. Moses Hogan
Wanda Banks, mezzo-soprano

In the mornin’ when I rise, give me Jesus. 

Refrain
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. 
You may have all this world; give me Jesus.
 
Dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus. Refrain 

Oh, when I comes to die, give me Jesus. Refrain
Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  

Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Our Gifts and Music
 

Offertory Anthem                                         Bless the Lord, O My Soul                                 Mikhail Ippolitov-Ivanov

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. 
He is full of compassion and mercy, long-suffering and great in goodness.
He will not always be chiding, or keepeth He his wrath forever.

* Doxology                        OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 264                      Silence, Frenzied, Unclean Spirit, v. 1                                                      EBENEZER

* Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                                                      Mark 1: 40 - 45
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 264                Silence, Frenzied, Unclean Spirit, vv. 2 & 3                                                 EBENEZER

Sermon                                                                                                                                                            Rev. Tori Hastings

* Hymn of Commitment 157                   Jesus Shall Reign, vv. 1, 2, 4, & 5                                                      DUKE STREET

Reception of New Members

Dismissal & Blessing

Recessional Prayer                                                                                                                                 Ted Clark, cantor
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the words we have said and sung this day may be so grafted and 
guarded in our hearts, that our lives may bring forth good fruits, and our lips shall show forth 
Thy praise, to the honor and glory of Thy holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


