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Who Are We?

One of the profound existential and theological questions we humans struggle to answer throughout our life 
is, “Who am I?”  In times of significant change we are invited to re-examine that question, asking “Who are we 
now?”  From the moment God molded us from the dust and breathed life into us, we humans, like all of God’s 
creation, are constantly changing, growing, and becoming.  

John Wesley spoke of approaching the process of our becoming with intention and with a constant determi-
nation to move toward a more perfect expression of who God created us to be.  In the Gospel of John, Jesus 
spends nine chapters reminding the disciples of the cornerstone pieces of who they are as followers of Christ.  
Jesus even repeats himself in order to make sure they know that in the midst of great change, there are founda-
tional pieces that will not change.  When everything else is changing, these are the truths that we return to. 

I hope you’ll join us in the exciting journey ahead as we spend time in discernment exploring the question, 
“Who is God calling us to be now?”  We will approach this question in three ways: 

1. In worship this summer, we will look at some of the timeless and unchanging answers Jesus gives us to
         guide us in changing times.  
2. In Dialogue Dinners/Lunches, we will share our hopes and dreams of who we can be as a church. 
3. We will continue praying that we will have the wisdom and courage to discern and be the church God is 
          calling us to be.  

Today, we begin our journey together.  I can’t imagine a more appropriate beginning than for us to gather in 
worship and around Christ’s table as we are reminded that we make this journey with each other and with 
Christ.  

I look forward to getting started!

Grace and Peace,

Keith
Keith Thompson
Senior Pastor



Prelude                                                                Cantabile                                                                     Joseph Jongen

Welcome and Parish Notices

Collect                             The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, known to us in beginnings and endings, in possibilities and promises, 
we give thanks for all that has led to this moment, and all that is yet to come. We give thanks for this 
church that has seen and embraced so much change, and for all those who have sustained this 
community of faith for many years past and for generations to come. For these and for all your 
blessings, we give you thanks. Amen.

* Hymn of Procession                              How Firm a Foundation                                                            FOUNDATION

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, for I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I cause thee to go, the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie, my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

Celebration of Appointments                                                                                                         
Dr. Wolfe: Children of God, people of the church, today we welcome those who have been appointed and 

re-appointed to serve as pastors to our church and community.  We believe that they are well 
qualified and have been prayerfully appointed by our bishop and the cabinet, and we enthusi-
astically celebrate their appointment to this church.

Keith, Sam, Tori, Hill, and Seth, you have been sent to live among us as a bearer of the Word of 
God; a minister of the Sacraments; and a sustainer of the love, order, service and discipleship 
of the people of God.

*Congregation Please Stand        
Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  



Sheryl and Ruth, you have been sent to live among us, to exemplify Christ’s ministry of ser-
vanthood, to share the Word of God, to relate the life of our community to its service in the 
world, to lead others into Christian discipleship, to nurture disciples for witness and service, 
and to lead in worship.

Ministers: Today we reaffirm this commitment in the presence of this congregation.

Bishop Watson: Brothers and sisters in Christ as a people committed to participate in the ministries of
the Church by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness, will you 
who celebrate this new beginning support and uphold Keith, Sam, Tori, Hill, Seth, Sheryl, and 
Ruth in these ministries?

People:  We reaffirm our commitment to support you with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and 
witness.

Bishop Watson: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger

People:  who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation.

Dr. Wolfe: Let us pray. Eternal God, strengthen and sustain us in our ministries together, with Keith, 
Sam, Tori, Hill, Seth, Sheryl, and Ruth as our appointed leaders. Give them and us patience, 
courage, and wisdom so to care for one another and challenge one another that together we 
may follow Jesus Christ, living together in love, and offering our gifts and talents in your ser-
vice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Confession and Words of Forgiveness
Minister: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to
                   live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

    People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an 
                          obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against 
                          your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, 
                          we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
    All pray in silence

         Kyrie 482 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

    Minister: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the
                            name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
    People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
    All: Glory to God.  Amen.



Our Gifts and Music
   

Offertory Anthem                                                  Song of Mary                                                        Richard Shepherd

Refrain: Magnificat anima mea Dominum
(My soul doth magnify the Lord)

My Lord and Saviour is my song, he fills my spirit with delight.
To raise me up his arm is strong, the lowly precious in his sight. Refrain

My name shall live from age to age, and ev’ry tongue his servant bless,
For mercy is their heritage whose hearts the Holy One confess. Refrain

The proud beguil’d by dreams of pow’r divided and degraded lie:
He casts them down from throne and tow’r and stoops to lift the humble high. Refrain

He feeds the hungry at his board and sends the rich unfill’d away,
And mindful of his promis’d word has answer’d Israel’s prayer today. Refrain

With all the elders of our race, and those unborn who seek this birth,
I sing the glory of his grace who brings eternity to earth. Refrain

* Doxology                                                                                                                                                OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession                       Help Us Accept Each Other                                                 LANCASHIRE 

Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe
we are ourselves accepted, and meant to love and live.

Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some,
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.
 

* Gospel Lesson                                                  John 15: 5 - 17
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession                       Help Us Accept Each Other                                                 LANCASHIRE 

Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved
in living situations to do the truth in love;
to practice your acceptance until we know by heart
the table of forgiveness, and laughter’s healing art.

Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need,
who hunger for acceptance, for justice, and for bread,
we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;
renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one!



Homily                           Rev. Keith Thompson

Hymn of Presentation                                  I Come with Joy                                                                   DOVE OF PEACE

I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, 
in awe and wonder to recall, his life laid down for me, his life laid down for me. 

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread. 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.

And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near,
is in such friendship better known; we see and praise him here, we see and praise him here.

Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways,
and as his people in the world, we’ll live and speak his praise, we’ll live and speak his praise.
 

Presenting the Elements
Anne & Mike Warren

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your 
prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream,
     when nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
     neither shall they learn war anymore.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
    we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,
     to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
     to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
     and to announce that the time had come
     when you would save your people.
 He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
 By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
     you gave birth to your Church,
     delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
     and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
 At his ascension you exalted him
     to sit and reign with you at your right hand.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us,
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread
gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be 
for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his 
blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until 
Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with your Holy Spirit in your Holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. The bread 
which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

Fraction Anthem                                   Be Known to Us, Lord Jesus                          Hannah Ellington, cantor
                                      Sung Response: Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 

Breaking the Bread and Giving the Cup

As we receive the elements of Holy Communion, we will do so by intinction at the altar and various stations 
around the Sanctuary.  Please follow the ushers’ directions.

Guests with us today, no matter the church to which they belong, are welcome to the Lord’s Table.  The Table 
belongs to God.  God’s grace is free to all.

Baskets are placed around the Sanctuary to receive the Communion Rail Offering which will benefit the Lawn Care Ministry which 
cuts the grass of disabled people who are not able to care for their own lawns.

  
   Music During Communion
   

 Anthem                                                   This Gift is Free                                                            Fred Gramann
Macey Rowland, soprano solo

Come to the waters all who are thirsty. O come and drink; this gift is free.
Come to the table all who are hungry. O come and feast; this gift is free.
Come to the tree of life laden with fruit for you. O come and taste; this gift is free.
Come to the banquet hall; a place is set for you. O come and sit awhile; this gift is free.
Why do you buy food which cannot feed the soul? 
Or labor on for that which will not make you whole?
Come unto Me and taste the food I give. Come unto Me so that your soul may live.

 

Prayer After Receiving                                       
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. May we 
be transformed into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to 
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                             
                                 

* Dismissal & Blessing 

If you are visiting with us today, we are glad that you are here! You are always welcome at Canterbury. 
If you want more information about the ministries here, call Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or email her 

at tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org or check us out at www.canterburyumc.org.



Participating in Today’s Service
Rev. Keith Thompson   Senior Pastor

Bishop Mike Watson   Bishop-in-Residence

Dr. Andy Wolfe   Interim Senior Pastor, January - June 2018

Rev. Hill Carmichael   Associate Pastor

Rev. Ruth Grissom   Pastor to Children

Rev. Tori Hastings   Associate Pastor

Rev. Seth Moon   Pastor to Youth

Rev. Sheryl Thornton   Associate Pastor

Rev. Sam Williamson   Associate Pastor

Kevin Alexander   Chair, Church Council

Maria Alexander   Lay Member

John Clark    Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Team

Elizabeth Dunn   Lay Leader

James Ruzic    Chair, Finance Team

Ralph Yeilding   Chair, Manly Yeilding Speaker Series Team

Sally Yeilding    Chair, Traditional Worship Planning Team

Anne Warren    Chair, Encore Advisory Team

Mike Warren    Co-Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Team

Members of the Altar Guild

Beeson Forum on Aging
August 11
The aging process is full of difficult questions. Whether you are an aging adult seeking information and inspi-
ration, or you are a professional caretaker needing education and training, this conference is here to help. Mark 
your calendar for the second Saturday of August to attend. Registration begins today at www.canterburyumc.org/
events. For additional information or to be added to the mailing list, please contact beeson@canterburyumc.org or 
call 871-4695.

Canterbury Social
July 18, 5:00 pm
Come spend some time getting to better know our new staff members as well as catching up with other members 
of our Canterbury family. We will gather in the parking lot for a fresh-off-the-grill hamburger, some family -
friendly activities, and a lot of fun! Weather permitting, we’ll start the festivities at 5:00 pm. Come join us!


