
Traditional Worship

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity pack in the 
Narthex entrance area.  The Children’s Comfort 

Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available 

– ask an usher for help.

January 7, 2018
Epiphany Sunday

thE BaptiSm of thE Lord

 prEaching — rEv. dr. andy WoLfE

choirmaStEr and organiSt — dr. LEStEr SEigEL

Prayer After Receiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. May we be trans-
formed into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for 
others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                            

* Dismissal & Blessing

*  Choral Benediction                                          When Jesus Came to Jordan                                                            KING’S WESTON

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows me make; 
this very day invade us, and every bondage break.
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most:
to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.

Wednesday Family Nights 
January 10 - February 7
Our regular Wednesday night schedule resumes on January 10. Dinner is served in Canterbury Hall from 5:00 - 
6:00. There are activities for children and youth while adults can choose between the following classes:

Boundaries with Kids - led by Rev. Monica Harbarger  DivorceCare - led by Ryane Rice
The Book of Revelation - led by Dr. Paul McCracken  Paul’s Pastoral Letters - led by Lisa Donnell

As always, these on-going classes will continue as well:
The Bells of Canterbury
Bible Study with Jordan Gervin and Ernie Wood
Knit Wits

Created by God Registration 
January 18 - 20 / February 1 - 3 | $40 Registration
Created By God is a human sexuality seminar for 5th and 6th grade students. Registration is now open. Please 
go to the church web site and scroll to the bottom of the page in Events to register.

Rise Against Hunger  
Sunday, February 11  –  Tuesday, February 13
Please join us for our annual meal packing event, Rise Against Hunger, formerly known as Stop Hunger Now. Register 
on-line at www.canterburyumc.org.

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of January 3)
Philip Jackson, Jr.......................................................................................................University
Don Patrick..................................................................................................................University

Thanksgiving for the Life of
Evelyn Elton (mother of Annie Skinner).......................................................December 27, 2017
Mrs. Robert Weavil (mother of Cathy Luckie)..........................................December 31, 2017

nEW BEginningS

This is a day of new beginnings.   A new year brings with it both nostalgia and hope.  My  iPhone photo 
app presented me with a series of pictures of the year in review.  It was enjoyable to take a look back – at 
the ground covered, times with family and friends, significant events.   Some of those memories are glad, 
some sad.  In his letter to the Philippians, Paul has this to say about the past -  “Forget what lies behind…..
hold fast to what you have obtained.”     

Some things in our past need to be put aside – painful memories, hurts imagined and real.  Other things 
we need to hold fast – new learnings, love shared, conflicts resolved.  You got to know when to hold them 
and know when to fold them…..

But Paul, also says that we are to press on to the high calling that is ours in Jesus Christ.  God isn’t finished 
with us.  The future holds forth promise and hope of what yet can be.  

Today, I begin a new journey with you.  I am honored to be able to serve with you in ministry over the next 
six months as interim pastor.  I have history here! Thirty nine years ago, I stood at the altar of this church 
beside Dawn Thompson.   With Dr. Denson Franklin officiating, we became husband and wife.  It was one 
of the best days of my life.  I have you to thank for that.  I have known and appreciated your pastors over 
these past forty years.  

And I know your reputation as a church committed to serve Christ in others.  I have seen the difference 
you make in the wider community.  I have encountered your members taking servant- leadership roles in 
countless organizations that do so much good in our area.  I have heard people talk about Canterbury as a 
church that cares, a church that is generous in spirit, a church that changes lives.  

As we begin this new year and new season of transition together, I take to heart Paul’s words to hold fast 
to what we have obtained, and press forward to what lies ahead.  

This is a day of new beginnings……hold fast, press forward.  

Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  
Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

Andy Wolfe, Interim Senior Pastor



Order of Morning Worship

Voluntary                                                                     Dialogue                                                    Nicolas de Grigny

Welcome and Parish Notices

Introit                                                              When Jesus Came to Jordan                                                      KING’S WESTON

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 
he did not come for pardon, but as the sinless one.
He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 
to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins.

* Processional Hymn 245                                          The First Noel                                                                                         THE FIRST NOEL

Prayer of Confession and Words of Forgiveness
Minister: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to
                   live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

    People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an 
                          obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against 
                          your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, 
                          we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
    All pray in silence

         Kyrie 482 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

    Minister: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the
                            name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
    People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
    All: Glory to God.  Amen.

* Passing of the Peace               The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You. 

Our Gifts and Music

Offertory                                                                   The White Dove                                                                 Derek Healey
Kathleen Buccleugh, Lindsay Sheets, soloists

The White Dove hovered in the still, clear air, with such celestial beauty,
While God’s dear Son stood in the water cool. Alleluia.
The White Dove hovered in the still clear air, with such ethereal beauty,
And there did John baptize our Lord Jesu. Alleluia.
The Dove descended through the still, clear air with such transcendent beauty,
And rested on our Saviour, Lord Jesu. Alleluia!

*Congregation Please Stand        
Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  

* Doxology                        OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 206                 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, v. 1                                                  HOUSTON

* Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                                                  Matthew 2: 1 - 12 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 206                 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, v. 2                                                 HOUSTON

Sermon                                                                               Journey                                                                   Dr. Andy Wolfe

Hymn of Presentation 383          This Is a Day of New Beginnings, vv. 1, 3, 5                                               BEGINNINGS

Presenting the Elements                                                                                    Christy Baynes & Brant Sanders,
Former Chairs of the Church Council

The Great Thanksgiving, page 17 in Hymnal 

The Lord’s Prayer
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
        as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
        kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.      

Breaking the Bread and Giving the Cup   

Fraction Anthem                           Be Known to Us, Lord Jesus                       
                                      Sung Refrain: Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 

If your health requires you to avoid wheat products, gluten-free wafers are available in the basket in the center of the altar rail.

After you receive Communion, you are invited to go to one of the ministers at the altar rail to
“Remember Your Baptism”. This does not mean to recall the event itself, but to remember what it means 

to be baptized and to reaffirm your baptismal vows.

Baskets are placed in the front of the Sanctuary to receive the Communion Rail Offering which will benefit
Rise Against Hunger, formerly known as Stop Hunger Now. This ministry provides food and 

life-saving aid to the world’s most vulnerable people.

Music During Communion
Anthem   What Strangers Are These?                   Scottish melody, arr. Richard Purvis   
     Jane Seigel, solo

Hymn 247   O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright                                 WIE SCHON LEUCHTET


