
Traditional Worship

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity pack in the 
Narthex entrance area.  The Children’s Comfort 

Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available 

– ask an usher for help.

December 3, 2017
The FirsT sunDay oF aDvenT
Preaching —  bishoP mike WaTson

LiTurgisT — rev. sheryL ThornTon

choirmasTer anD organisT — Dr. LesTer seigeL

Music During Communion

O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                                                                                                      FOREST GREEN

Prayer After Receiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. May we be trans-
formed into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for 
others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                            

* Dismissal & Blessing

*  Choral Benediction                                 E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                                                             Paul Manz

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, for Christ will be their all!

December Family Nights
December 6 ~ Family Christmas Dinner and Santa visit; join us for dinner, a reading of the Christmas Story, 
family crafts, and photos with Santa. Dinner is served at 5:00 PM and the activities begin at 6:00 PM.

December 13 ~ Family Dinner and Christmas Movie night in Canterbury Center; join us for dinner and music 
followed by a Christmas movie and popcorn. Dinner is served at 5:00 PM and the activities begin at 6:00 PM.

A Service of Lessons and Carols
December 10, 10:30 Traditional Worship Service
A Service of Lessons and Carols dates to 1918 in King’s College at Cambridge University. It includes a series of 
scripture readings, hymns appropriate to the season sung by the congregation, and several anthems by our 
Chancel Choir. You are invited to participate in this meaningful celebration of the birth of the Savior. As a 
special bonus, two groups of our church’s children will also be singing in this service.

Sursum Corda: “Heaven’s Child”
December14, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary
Birmingham’s  premier chamber choir presents a concert of Christmas music that includes some brand new 
selections as well as a few old favorites. You will recognize many members of our Chancel Choir, including 
director Lester Seigel. 

Reception for Dale and Ann Cohen
December 17, 9:00 - 10:15, Canterbury Hall
Please join us as we show our appreciation to Dale and Ann for all they have done in their time here at 
Canterbury. 

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of November 29)
Betty Glasscock.........................................................................................................Lakeshore
Wallace Walker.........................................................................................................UAB Highlands

Flowers on the Sanctuary Altar
The flowers on the Sanctuary Altar are placed in honor of Bonnie Grace Sorrell & Tucker McIntosh Simmons, who 
were united in holy matrimony on December 2, 2017.

Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  
Rev. Tori Hastings at 874-1543 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

Imagine Hope



Order of Morning Worship

Voluntary                                                        Prelude on “Hyfrodol”                                 Ralph Vaughan Williams

Welcome and Parish Notices
 

Introit                                                              Savior of the Nations, Come                            NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND

Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here thy home; 
marvel now both heaven and earth that the Lord chose such a birth.

Lighting of the First Candle in the Advent Wreath - the Candle of Hope
Our leaders for this liturgy are Lisa Donnell and Betty Gunn. Both of them are a part of Canterbury’s Prayer Team,

a group whose members take turns praying in the Chapel every day. They lift up our church and its members as well as 
each week’s Prayer Concerns. Anyone is welcome to be a part of the Prayer Team by contacting Betty Gunn.

Leader: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

The Candle is lit.

Leader: Let us pray: 
All: God of Abraham and Sarah and all the Patriarchs of old, you are our Father too. Your love is 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God, and Son of David. Help us in preparing to celebrate his 
birth, to make our hearts ready and to place our hope in you. Help us today and every day to 
worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your hope with others. We ask it in 
the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem.  Amen.

 
Sung: Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the Babe is Lord of all, Christ the Babe is Lord of all.

* Processional Hymn 196                         Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                                           HYFRYDOL

* Prayer of Confession and Words of Forgiveness
Minister: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to
                   live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an 

                          obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against 
                          your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, 
                          we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
    All pray in silence

Kyrie 482 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

*Congregation Please Stand        
Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  

Minister: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the
                            name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All: Glory to God.  Amen.

* Passing of the Peace               The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You. 

Our Gifts and Music

Offertory                                      Rejoice, O Jerusalem, Behold, Thy King Cometh                                Healey Willan 
Rebecca Bolding, solo

The night is far spent, the day is at hand, therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armor of light.
Behold, the Lord shall come and all his saints with Him; and in that day the light shall be great.
Rejoice, O Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh. Alleluia!

* Doxology (Sing to “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”)                                                         VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Preparation 216                        Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                     EST IST EIN ROS

Lesson from the Prophets                                                                                                                               Isaiah 40: 3 – 5
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                         Imagine Hope                                                   Bishop Mike Watson

Hymn of Presentation 206    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, vv, 1 & 2                                           HOUSTON

Presenting the Elements                                                                                                             Ginny & Chris Kent

The Great Thanksgiving, page 17 in Hymnal 

The Lord’s Prayer
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
        as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
        kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.      

Breaking the Bread and Giving the Bread   

Fraction Anthem                        Be Known to Us, Lord Jesus                         Rebecca Bolding, cantor
                                      Sung Refrain: Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 

If your health requires you to avoid wheat products, gluten-free wafers are available on the paten in the center of the altar rail.

Baskets are placed in the front of the Sanctuary to receive the Communion Rail Offering which will 
support the Festival of Three Kings, which provides families with gifts to give to their children for Christmas.


