
Traditional Worship

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity pack in the 
Narthex entrance area.  The Children’s Comfort 

Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available 

– ask an usher for help.

December 24, 2017
The FourTh SunDay oF aDvenT

Preaching —  rev. Dale cohen

liTurgiST — rev. Sheryl ThornTon

choirmaSTer anD organiST — Dr. leSTer Seigel

Imagine Love

* Dismissal & Blessing

* Recessional Prayer                                                                                                                                 Ted Clark, Cantor

Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the words we have said and sung this day may be so grafted and 
guarded in our hearts, that our lives may bring forth good fruits, and our lips shall show forth Thy 
praise, to the honor and glory of Thy holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Schedule for Sunday, December 24
We will have three Christmas Eve services in which Holy Communion will be offered:

3:00 Contemporary service in Canterbury Center
5:00 Traditional service in the Sanctuary
11:00 Acoustic service in the Chapel

Divorce Care
Classes begin on Wednesdays starting January 17th at 6 PM for 10 weeks
Canterbury invites you to participate in our upcoming Divorce Care Class. Register with Ellen Thomas at 
ellen.thomas@canterburyumc.org. Childcare is provided by emailing amanda.fuller@canterburyumc.org. 

Holiday Schedule
The church office will be closed on the following days:

Monday & Tuesday, December 25 & 26
Friday, December 29
Monday, January 1

As of today, we are still short of our giving goal for 2017 by $267,000. Every gift to Canterbury between now 
and year end will help reduce this amount! If you have not completed your giving plans for Canterbury yet, 
we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so.

Please note that all contributions must be received by the church or postmarked by December 31 to claim 
charitable contribution credit for 2017.

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of December 19)
Evelyn Elton ...............................................................................................................St. Vincent’s
Don Patrick..................................................................................................................University

Flowers in the Chapel
The flowers in the Chapel are placed in honor of Virginia Carolyn Davis & George William Davenport, 
who were united in holy matrimony on December 23, 2017.

Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  
Rev. Tori Hastings at 874-1543 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.



Order of Morning Worship

Voluntary                                                       Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                          Johannes Brahms

Welcome and Parish Notices
 

Introit                                                      People, Look East! The Time is Near                                                French carol

People, look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year;
Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way!

* Processional Hymn 211                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, vv. 1 - 4                                                            VENI EMMANUEL

Lighting of the Fourth Candle in the Advent Wreath - the Candle of Love.
Our leaders for this liturgy are Anna Cox and Richard Dickson who are both active members of our Chancel Choir. 

Richard also plays in the Bells of Canterbury. The members of our choirs work hard week after week to lead us in 
worship and inspire us with their beautiful music.

Leader: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

The Candle is lit.

Leader: Let us pray: 
All: Lord God, your witness John the Baptist grew up strong in spirit and prepared people for the 
coming of the Lord. He loved your people and baptized them in the River Jordan to wash away 
their sins. Help us to have the same love that we would be witnesses to him and spread the good 
news of your love. As Christmas draws close, help us to be ready to welcome him. Amen.
 
Sung: Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine;

Love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign.

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                                 The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

* Passing of the Peace               The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You. 
  

Children’s Moment                                                                                                                                                         Paul McCracken

*Congregation Please Stand        
Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  Anthem                                                                      The White Dove                                                        Johannes Brahms

A snow-white dove flew down to the earth, in angel form it greeted a maid of lowly birth,
With peace and joy its tidings filled her breast, for she, above all women, 
would be forever blest. Kyrie eleison!
The gates of heaven would open, the angel then did tell, and Christ our blessed redeemer 
would deign on earth to dwell,
The Holy Babe who lay her arms within should be the promised Savior 
to free the world from sin. Kyrie eleison!
And when our life is ended, on thee will we call, the son of holy Mary who died to save us all.
In mercy hear us when we cry to thee, for fear of death’s dark angel, 
O Jesus, set us free. Kyrie eleison!

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Our Gifts and Music

Offertory Anthem                                             The Holly and the Ivy                           English carol, arr. Eric Thiman

The holly and the ivy, now both are full well grown,
Of all the trees within the wood, the holly bears a crown.
Oh, the rising of the sun and the running of the deer,
The playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir.
The holly bears a blossom as white as any flower,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to be our sweet Savior.
The holly bears a berry as red as any blood,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to do poor sinners good.
The holly bears a prickle as sharp as any thorn,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ on Christmas Day in the morn.

* Doxology (Sing to “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”)                                                         VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn of Preparation 230                         O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                                 ST. LOUIS

Psalter Lesson                                                                                                                                                       Psalm 89: 1 - 4
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                          Imagine Love                                                             Rev. Dale Cohen

* Hymn of Commitment 246                                Joy to the World                                                                          ANTIOCH


