
Traditional Worship

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity pack in the 
Narthex entrance area.  The Children’s Comfort 

Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available 

– ask an usher for help.

December 17, 2017
The ThirD SunDay of aDvenT

Preaching —  rev. Tori haSTingS

LiTurgiST — rev. Sam WiLLiamSon

choirmaSTer anD organiST — Dr. LeSTer SeigeL

Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  
Rev. Tori Hastings at 874-1543 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

Imagine Joy

Schedule for Sunday, December 24
We will follow our regular schedule of worship services on Sunday morning, December 24. Please note that 
we will be observing the Fourth Sunday of Advent in those morning services as we conclude our “Imagine” 
series. Holy Communion will not be served in either 10:30 worship service. We will have three Christmas Eve 
services in which the sacrament will be offered:

3:00 Contemporary service in Canterbury Center
5:00 Traditional service in the Sanctuary
11:00 Acoustic service in the Chapel

Divorce Care
Classes begin on Wednesdays starting January 17th at 6 PM for 10 weeks
Canterbury invites you to participate in our upcoming Divorce Care Class. Register with Ellen Thomas at el-
len.thomas@canterburyumc.org. Childcare is provided by emailing amanda.fuller@canterburyumc.org. 

Holiday Schedule
The church office will be closed on the following days:

Monday & Tuesday, December 25 & 26
Friday, December 29
Monday, January 1

As of today, we are still short of our giving goal for 2017 by $447,000. Every gift to Canterbury between now 
and year end will help reduce this amount! If you have not completed your giving plans for Canterbury yet, 
we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. 

Please note that all contributions must be into the church by December 31 to claim charitable contribution 
credit for 2017.

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of December 13)
Susan Earle...................................................................................................................St. Vincent’s
Evelyn Elton.................................................................................................................St. Vincent’s
Don Patrick..................................................................................................................University
Alice Slappey...............................................................................................................St. Vincent’s East

Flowers on the Sanctuary Altar
The flowers on the Sanctuary Altar are placed in honor of Lauren Elizabeth Shealy & Joshua David Baker, who 
were united in holy matrimony on December 16.



Order of Morning Worship

Prelude                                                        Go, Tell It On The Mountain                                      arr. Patricia Sanders
Away In A Manger

O Come, All Ye Faithful
The Bells of Canterbury
Sybil Watson, Director

Welcome and Parish Notices
 

Introit                                                      People, Look East! The Time is Near                                                French carol

People, look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year;
Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way!

* Processional Hymn 203                                Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                                                                            ELLACOMBE

Lighting of the Third Candle in the Advent Wreath - the Candle of Joy.
Our leaders for this liturgy are Mary Dean Gray & Terrell Spencer. They are a part of the Encore Respite Care program 
which enriches the lives of adults with memory loss through fellowship and engaging activities while providing resources

and support for families and caregivers in the Birmingham community. Anyone interested in serving in this program should 
contact Patti Williams or Kristen Snell.

Leader: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

The Candle is lit.

Leader: Let us pray: 
All: Thank you, God, for the joy you give us. Help us today, and every day to worship you, to hear 
your word, and to do your will by sharing your joy with each other. We ask it in the name of the 
one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen.
 
Sung: My soul gives glory to my God, my heart pours out its praise.
God lifted up my lowliness in many marvelous ways.

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                                 The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Congregation Please Stand        
Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  

* Passing of the Peace               The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You. 
  

Children’s Moment                                                                                                                                                                    Dena Berte

Call to Prayer                                           Comfort, Comfort Ye, My People                                         Claude Goudimel

Comfort, comfort ye, my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God:
comfort those who sit in darkness mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Our Gifts and Music
 

Offertory Anthem        
                                   Ev’ry Valley Shall Be Exalted/ And the Glory of the Lord (from Messiah)              G. F. Handel

Paul Wolf, Tenor

Ev’ry valley shall be exalted, and ev’ry mountain and hill made low; the
 crooked straight and the rough places plain. 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
Together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Isaiah 40: 4 - 5)

* Doxology (Sing to “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”)                                                         VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 217                                     Away in a Manger, v. 1                                                      AWAY IN A MANGER

Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                                              John 1: 6 - 8, 19 - 28
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 217                               Away in a Manger, vv. 2 & 3                                                 AWAY IN A MANGER

Sermon                                                                           Imagine Joy                                                           Rev. Tori Hastings

* Hymn of Commitment 213             Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                                                           TRURO

* Dismissal & Blessing

Recessional Prayer                                                                                                                                 Ted Clark, Cantor

Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the words we have said and sung this day may be so grafted and 
guarded in our hearts, that our lives may bring forth good fruits, and our lips shall show forth 
Thy praise, to the honor and glory of Thy holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


