
Traditional Worship

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity pack in the 
Narthex entrance area.  The Children’s Comfort 

Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available 

– ask an usher for help.

August 27, 2017
the twelfth sundAy After Pentecost

PreAching — rev. tori hAstings

liturgist —  rev. sAm williAmson

choirmAster And orgAnist — dr. lester seigel

            Dale Cohen, Senior Pastor

Block Party - Today from 5:00 - 6:30 PM; Church Parking Lot
Join us for a Neighborhood Block Party! There’s fun for your whole family with music, inflatables, and games for 
all ages. This is a community event and we encourage you to bring a friend or neighbor to join the fun! Food for 
purchase will be available from some of Birmingham’s favorite food and dessert trucks such as Eugene’s, Full 
Moon BBQ, and Dreamcakes.  Shaded tent seating will be available. We’ll see you in the church parking lot from 
5:00 - 6:30 PM.

The Celebration of Canterbury’s 150 Anniversary is underway!
As a part of this celebration, we are asking members of our congregation to share the reasons that they love being 
a part of the Canterbury family. Inside this bulletin is a card on which you can write down what you love about 
Canterbury. We need to hear from you! Please share your reasons with us and place the card in the offering plate 
or in the basket on the Round Desk.

Special Information Meetings for  the Results of Survey Team 
Two informational meetings for members of Canterbury have been set to communicate the results of the recent 
market research project conducted earlier in the spring.
The first meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, September 17th in Canterbury Center.  The second will 
be held on Wednesday evening, September 20th at 6:15 in Canterbury Center.  
Jim Jager, the president of New South Research here in Birmingham, will be on hand to make these presenta-
tions.  Elizabeth Dunn, Martha Elliott and Bret Pippen, representing the Church Council, the Market Research 
Team, and Staff Parish, will also be on hand to answer questions.
In addition, complete copies of the research results are on hand in the Resource Center for any Canterburian who 
is interested in more detailed information.  Contact Ellen Thomas if you are interested in this.

Classes This Fall 
Join us This Fall for Small Groups and Classes 
Join us for Wednesday Family Nights this Fall beginning August 30. Enjoy dinner and classes starting at 5 PM. 
For a full list, visit our website: www.canterburyumc.org. 

Avonfest 
Tickets Now Available
Save the date for Avonfest on September 17 from 5:00 - 7:00 PM at Cahaba Brewing Company (4500 5th Ave. 
South). Enjoy friendship, food and a beverage for an annual celebration benefiting Avondale Samaritan Place. Pro-
ceeds from the night will go to support all of ASP’s growing outreach programs. Tickets can be purchased at the 
door as well as in advance on our website: www.canterburyumc.org. 

Women’s City Prayer Breakfast 
Tickets are Now Available! 
Join us on September 29 for the Women’s City Prayer Breakfast with keynote speaker, Sophie Hudson. Sophie is a 
funny & entertaining Southern writer and speaker who lives in Birmingham. 

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of August 23)
Carolyn Smallwood................................................................................St. Martin’s Rehab
Rosalyn Stroud.........................................................................................St. Martin’s Rehab

Rose on the Sanctuary Lectern 
The rose on the Sanctuary lectern is placed in honor of William Landon James, son of Taryn & Brodie James, born 
August 16, 2017.

PersPectives

“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you 
are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” (Psalm 8:3-4, NRSV)

Ann and I took a road trip this past Monday to Gallatin, Tennessee to experience the solar eclipse.  We chose 
Gallatin because there, the totality of the eclipse would last the longest.  The fact that there would be live music in 
the park was a bonus.  We had two old shoe boxes transformed into eclipse projectors as well as the eclipse glasses 
provided by the organizers of the event.  There were thousands of people in the park along with us, and it was 
obvious they were from all over the world.  There was a scientist on hand to offer some commentary about what we 
could expect.  For a few minutes before, during, and after the eclipse, there was no music, no commentary, and no 
distractions except the main event that unfolded before our bespectacled eyes.

I wish I had words to describe the overwhelming sense of God’s presence I felt in those moments of silence.  As 
it got closer to totality, Baily’s Beads (beads of light on the surface of the sun created by the rugged terrain of the 
moon’s surface) form at the surface of the sun.  Then, as the final bead glistened like a diamond sending prism-like 
light to surround us with an ethereal glow, I was spiritually moved like only a few times before in my life.  Then in 
a last glittering moment, the moon moved into the position that created totality, and for almost three minutes we 
were able to observe the energetic beauty of the sun’s corona creating a combination of both darkness around us 
and a glowing sunset in 360 degrees on every horizon.  It was worth the trip!

Imagine my surprise on Tuesday when talking to people who stayed in Birmingham who described their whole 
eclipse experience as “underwhelming.”  Wait a minute-- underwhelming?!!!  As they explained what happened 
here, I began to understand their perspective.  Oh, how I wish I could have taken everyone with me to experience 
what I experienced.

I have to admit there are times in worship when I sense God moving in similarly powerful ways.  The music 
transports me into God’s presence, or a prayer is prayed that ushers me to the feet of God, or a Bible story puts me 
in the crowd where Jesus was teaching, and I assume that everybody else had the same encounter.  After worship, 
somebody may share their experience with me, describing how they were more distracted from God’s presence 
than drawn to him.  I’m surprised!  But there are also times when I feel disconnected and distracted in worship, 
and someone tells me that the same worship service was an incredibly inspiring time.  In my own experience, the 
difference is almost always my perspective.  If it was inspiring for me, it’s because I came expecting God to show 
up.  If it isn’t inspiring for me, it’s because I allowed myself to be distracted by other things.  It’s important that we 
position ourselves to experience the most from worship—by intentionally seeking God in everything that happens.  
Through the words of the music, the harmonies of the voices, the heart felt prayers, the biblical story, and the sacra-
ments, we can see God’s hand at work in worship.  Let’s join in worship this week and expect God to do something 
extraordinary!



Order of Morning Worship
*Congregation Please Stand

Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  

  Voluntary                                                        Nocturne in C-Sharp Minor                                                Frederic Chopin

Welcome and Parish Notices

Collect                                                The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray .
God of grace and mercy, the love you have shown us in Jesus is more than we deserve. Your arms are 
open wide, like a father waiting for his prodigal children, ready to welcome and restore. Guide us to the 
streams of your grace and mercy that we may drink the living water and be renewed for our continuing 
walk with you. This we pray in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

* Processional Hymn 66                        Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven                                                                        LAUDA ANIMA

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                                 The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

* Passing of the Peace               The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You. 
  

Children’s Moment                                                                                                                                                   Dena Berte
 
Infant Baptism                                                          Elizabeth Barton Davis                                                                              see insert

Solo                                                              Acquaint Now Thyself With Him                                              Michael Head
Macey Rowland, soprano

Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace, thereby good can come unto thee.
Acquaint now thyself with Him and be at peace. 
Exalt the Lord our God and worship at His holy hill. For the Lord our God is holy. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. Fear before Him all the earth. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name. Bring an offering, and come unto His courts. 
Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the most high God? 
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings? He hath showed thee O man what is good 
And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy 
And to walk humbly with thy God. `(I Chronicles, Job, Psalms, Micah, selected verses) Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  

Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Our Gifts and Music

Offertory Anthem                                                    Christ’s Flock                                                                   Martin Shaw

In Christ’s own flock let love be surely placed; from Christ’s own flock let concord hate expel,
In Christ’s own flock let love be so embraced, as we in Christ, and Christ in us, may dwell.
Christ is the author of all unity, from whence proceedeth all felicity.
O sing unto this glittering, glorious King, and praise His name let every living thing;
Let heart and voice, let bells of silver ring, the comfort that this day to us did bring.
Alleluia! (Francis Kinmelwershe)

* Doxology                        OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 108                      God Hath Spoken by the Prophets, v. 1                                                     EBENEZER

* Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                                                       Luke 15: 11 - 32
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 108                God Hath Spoken by the Prophets, vv. 2 & 3                                                EBENEZER

Sermon                                                                                                                                                            Rev. Tori Hastings

* Hymn of Commitment 378                                  Amazing Grace                                                                AMAZING GRACE

Reception of New Members

Dismissal & Blessing

Recessional Prayer                                                                                                                                 Ted Clark, cantor
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the words we have said and sung this day may be so grafted and guarded 
in our hearts, that our lives may bring forth good fruits, and our lips shall show forth Thy praise, to the 
honor and glory of Thy holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


