
he year 1867 marked a time of transition in the United States and more specifically, in Alabama.  

The War Between the States was over, and people were striving to rebuild their lives after several 

years of devastating battles.  In an area known as Shades Valley or Irondale, a group of Christians 

had been gathering for a couple of years for Bible study. Their study group had grown to the point 

that they requested permission to organize as a church. That would allow the Methodist Conference 

to assign a pastor to their little flock. On October 17, 1867, a pastor was appointed to serve on a circuit 

that included this newly formed church along with some other congregations. As the saying goes, the 

rest is history.

Since that time, the congregation we are a part of today has faithfully served God and the community 

now known as Mountain Brook with compassion and a desire to connect people with God.  The 

church has existed in several different forms. It was first a small-group gathering, then a church, then 

two churches merging, and now a large church serving all of the over-the-mountain communities. The 

one thing that hasn’t changed is our compassion for those in need and our desire to connect people  

with God.

Over the next several weeks and especially as we get into October, we are going to be celebrating all 

the ways that God has been at work in the lives of people who make up our congregation. Many of you 

are the latest generation (from among many generations) that have been a part of Canterbury.  Others 

of you are relatively new and may be only beginning your legacy. Whatever the case, we have much 

to celebrate as we celebrate all of you!

On October 8th and October 15th, we’ll have special services highlighting various parts of our history.  

We hope you will make plans to be a part of both of these services as we honor the legacy of the past 

and lay a foundation for the future. God is not finished with Canterbury yet! We’ve got more ministry 

and mission ahead of us, and I believe that the best is yet to come.

Just as in 1867 our nation was emerging from the divisions of war, similarly, our country needs to move 

from an ideological divide that is creating two Americas. I believe Canterbury played a role in healing 

the divisions of 1867, and my prayer is that we can now play a role in healing the divisions in 2017. The 

way of God is always the way of love. Living lives in obedience to God and allowing God’s love to 

transform us is the key to promoting unity and healing in our land.  God is faithful!  If we choose the path 

of faithfulness, then the promise is extended to “a thousand generations.”  Let’s begin the next 150 years 

in a spirit of obedience and love!
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150 Years of Faithfully Serving
“Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant  

loyalty with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations…” 
                                                           — Deuteronomy 7:9, NRSV

Rev. Dale Cohen
senior pastor

See more articles from Rev. Dale Cohen’s blog at www.DaleCohenCanterbury.com.

            Dale Cohen, Senior Pastor 
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Canterbury’s Sesquicentennial Celebration1
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magine 1867. There’s no Gilchrist, or even a city of 

Mountain Brook. In fact, there’s not even a city of 

Birmingham. But, under some “brush arbors,” a few 

hardy Methodist souls in the then wild and untamed 

Shades Valley formed the Irondale Methodist Episco-

pal Church and began laying the foundation of what 

we now know as Canterbury United Methodist Church. 

From those humble beginnings, Canterbury’s history has 

had an interesting path of moves and mergers, finally 

landing at its current Mountain Brook location in 1951 

and getting its current full name in 1968.     

     Throughout those 150 years, no matter its name or 

location, thousands of people have walked through the 

church’s doors bringing their prayers, presence, gifts, 

and service, and building a legacy of spiritual fellowship 

and growth that is still so alive today. “A church is really 

defined by its people. So when we think about Canter-

bury’s heritage, it’s just kind of neat to think about the 

many families that have been members of this congre-

gation over the years,” says Kevin Alexander, Co-Leader 

of Church Council and leader of the anniversary cel-

ebration steering committee. 

    

 “Throughout our events, we want to celebrate the 

great gift that we’ve been given by recognizing all that 

those families gave to make Canterbury the community 

of faith it is today. We also want to celebrate how we 

are and will continue to pay that gift forward. We have 

a lot to celebrate!”  

     Along with the ministers and staff, the committee 

has planned a lineup of two exciting Sundays, packed 

with music, reunions, videos, personal reflections, spe-

cial guests, and even party hats. “150 years for any or-

ganization is a huge accomplishment, and the fact that 

Canterbury has been in existence for that long is one 

thing, but the fact that Canterbury has been positively 

making a difference in the Mountain Brook community 

and beyond during that whole time is even more phe-

nomenal,” says Senior Pastor Dale Cohen. “On October 

8th and 15th, we’re going to celebrate in a variety of 

ways all the people that have been and currently are 

a part of creating this great legacy of lives being trans-

formed.”

     “This is going to be a great event that you really don’t 

want to miss,” says Kevin. “Plan on being there, because 

people will be talking about it—no doubt!”

I 

Union Hill Methodist Episcopal Church
Canterbury Methodist Episcopal Church 

(1867 - 1948)       
+ Canterbury United Methodist Church 

(1948 - Present)       
Crestline Heights Methodist Church
Mountain Brook Methodist Church

(1911-1948)
=

Canterbury is turning 150! Join us on October 8th and 15th 
for the celebration of our rich past, present, and future! 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8
Children’s Sing-a-long! 

MYF Reunion! 

Day of Service!

All-Together Worship
Canterbury Center/10:30 a.m.

Since our beginnings, our focus on the spiritual growth 

of our children and youth has remained consistent. In 

celebration of that commitment, this week’s service  

appropriately kicks off with our children 

leading the congregation in some all-time 

favorite childhood songs, followed by high-

lights and memories of Canterbury’s Sunday 

School, kindergarten, MYF, youth mission 

trips, and more!

Annual Day of Service
Avondale Samaritan Place/12-2:30 p.m. fgg

Service and outreach has always been a pillar of           

Canterbury’s foundation. We’ll honor that mission by 

gathering together to be the hands and feet of Jesus 

during our Annual Day of Service in the Avondale com-

munity. Lunch will be served at noon, followed by a 

couple of hours of outreach projects including a sweet 

potato drop, Little Brown Bag packing, and spruce-

up work at Avondale Elementary School and Aletheia 

House. With projects inside and out, sitting and active, 

there is something for everyone in the family!

Sign up now at http://signup.com/go/YkSrEzi.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
Reunion Sunday! Celebration Brunch! 

Special Music! 

Welcome Back of Past Ministers!
 

Celebration Brunch
Canterbury Hall /8:15-9:30 a.m.

The morning begins with an open reception in Can-

terbury Hall—this campus’ original sanctuary—for all 

to come and connect on a personal level. Past Can-

terbury clergy will be there, along with some 

other familiar faces we’ve invited back. Come 

for food, drink, and lots of fellowship. We’ll also 

pay tribute to Canterbury’s UMW and its long 

history of contributing to the wellbeing of this 

congregation. 

All-Together Worship
Sanctuary/10:30 a.m.

Our service will be packed with sure-to-be-memorable 

moments, beginning with a processional of past Can-

terbury ministers. Lester Seigel has composed a new 

song just for the occasion, and the sermon includes a 

fun presentation of highlights of Canterbury’s past 150 

years. Everyone present will also receive a very special 

memento of the event! 

• Grab a special yard sign to help spread our good 
   news to the community.

• Stroll the commons hallway to enjoy a visual timeline 
   of Canterbury’s history, filled with lots of old pictures!

• Take a moment to share why Canterbury is special to 
   you through our Why I Love Canterbury campaign!

• Watch your inbox for weekly historic fun facts and more!

Other Fun Happenings Throughout the Celebration

http://signup.com/go/YkSrEzi


ack in May, nearly 800 of us answered the call and, 
through an online survey conducted by New South 
Research, shared our individual thoughts about 
the current strengths and challenges of our church 

home. Those responses have been recorded and tabu-
lated by New South Research and the results reviewed by 
members of Canterbury’s staff and lay leaders. In the up-
coming months, newly-formed action teams comprised 
of staff and laypersons will be addressing the main areas 
of concern and developing and implementing plans of 
action.
     “We wanted to hear from the congregation about 
where they see Canterbury now and the direction they 
would like it to take in the future. The survey has been 
an excellent tool to provide that information,” says Senior 
Pastor Dale Cohen. “From this point forward, we are tak-
ing the sentiments that people shared, and we’re creat-
ing pathways that will both address their concerns and 
lead us into the future that our congregation envisions for 
ourselves. The best days of Canterbury are ahead of us!”  
         Learn more about the survey results and future plans 
by attending one of the two informational meetings be-
ing held this month:

Canterbury’s Congregational Survey
Informational Meetings

Sunday, September 17 at 11:30 a.m. (after worship)
or

Wednesday, September 20 at 6:15 p.m.
Canterbury Center

     Led by Jim Jager, the president of New South Re-
search, these presentations will further communicate the 
results of our recent member survey. Elizabeth Dunn, Mar-
tha Elliott, and Bret Pippen of the Church Council, Can-
terbury’s Market Research Survey Team, and members of 
the Staff Parish Relations Team will also be on hand to 
answer questions. 
     In addition, an executive summary of the research 
findings will be mailed to each Canterbury household in 
September, and complete copies of the research pre-
sented to the Church Council are available in the Re-
source Center. Contact Ellen Thomas at ellen.thomas@
canterburyumc.org for more information.

Congregational Survey2
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Thank you to all who completed the recent congregational survey. 
Together we’re moving Canterbury forward, stronger and better than ever.   

B 
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Fall Events3
Is it important to you to give back to others?

Do you enjoy engaging in your passions?
Are you 60+?

Then YOU are a SAGE adult!
Canterbury’s rebranded “seasoned adult” ministry, SAGE 
(Seasoned Adults Giving and Engaging) gears up this fall 
with a calendar full of fun, outreach, and fellowship. “In 
today’s society, we’re living longer, we’re more active, 
and we’re more service-oriented than ever before,” says 
Valerie Boyd, Director of SAGE Ministries. “We wanted to 
address these qualities with a ministry that reflects this vi-
brant stage of life. Our mission is to support and encour-
age the SAGE adults to embrace the journey of aging, 
foster intergenerational relationships, and continue to 
strive for a healthy, spirit filled life.” All the favorite ac-
tivities such as Legacy Luncheons, Knit Wits, and monthly 
outings are continuing, and we’ll be adding other activi-
ties as they fit the group’s needs.
Visit canterburyumc.org/senior-adults for more infor-
mation and contact Valerie at valerie.boyd@canter-
buryumc.org with any questions.

AvonFest 2017
Sunday, September 17 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Cahaba Brewing Company
4500 5th Ave. South, Building C, Birmingham 35222
$50 donation (includes all food and beverages)
Tickets available at the door or in advance at 

www.CanterburyUMC/AvonFest

Gather your friends and come for an evening of food 
and fun supporting a fabulous cause, our own partner 
ministry, Avondale Samaritan Place. Along with enjoying 
yummy food, non-alcoholic beverages, and Cahaba’s 
craft beer, including our special John Wesley Barley Brew, 
you can also bid on fabulous items in the silent auction 
and take part in the always-popular wine pull. All money 
raised through AvonFest’s ticket sales and auctions goes 
directly to support the various ministries of ASP, including 
its Food Ministry Co-ops, Carpenter’s Hands, Beeson Se-
nior Services, and several after-school programs.

Women’s City Prayer Breakfast
Friday, September 29 from 7-8:30 a.m.

Canterbury Center
Purchase tickets ($10) at 

www.canterburyumc.org/prayerbreakfast

Canterbury is excited to host 
the women of our city for City 
Lights Ministry’s annual Prayer 
Breakfast, an event that in-
vites the women of our com-
munity to “come together 
in prayer, service, and fel-
lowship to make an impact 
in our city for God’s glory.” 
This year’s keynote speaker 
is Birmingham blogger and 

author Sophie Hudson of BooMama.net. Sophie is a 
funny, entertaining writer and speaker who hopes that 
through her stories, women find encouragement and 
hope in the everyday, joy-filled moments of life. 

http://www.canterburyumc.org/senior-adults
mailto:valerie.boyd%40canterburyumc.org?subject=
mailto:valerie.boyd%40canterburyumc.org?subject=
https://www.canterburyumc.org/prayerbreakfast


CANTERBURY’S WEBSITE
Visit at www.canterburyumc.org
     
Our website’s primary purpose is to keep our members in-
formed and engaged, but it’s also our window to the out-
side world, including those that might be looking for a new 
church home. “We wanted our design to be simple and 
elegant, the pages to be intuitive to navigate, and the in-
formation to be easy to find, with as few clicks as possible,” 
says Liz. With a church as big as Canterbury, there is a lot 
going on with a lot of information to deliver about wor-
ship, age-specific ministry programs, outreach opportuni-
ties, and so much more. The team took all that information 
that was already there, but streamlined and reorganized it 
in a cohesive way that is easier to find, easier to navigate, 
and easier to use with simple tabs and links. The previous-
ly separate children’s and students’ websites have also 
been reintegrated into the main Canterbury website, so 
that everything is all together in one cohesive and con-
nected place.
     You’ll notice the changes right away on the home 
page, where upcoming event and worship information is 
concisely highlighted and where with one easy click of the 
tab, you’ll find more information and a registration link.
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Canterbury Connections4
Check out Canterbury’s new and improved website, the new weekly 

Canterbury Connection, and the updated mobile app! 
Everything you need to stay connected to Canterbury and its ministries 

is now literally—and beautifully—at your fingertips!  

e know that communication is very important to Canterbury’s congregation. We also know that there 

were some deficiencies in our previous communication efforts, including that our website was hard to 

navigate,” says Executive Minister Warren Nash. “In conjunction with Starnes Digital, our communica-

tions team and ministry staff have been working over the summer to address those needs, and I think you’re 

going to love the results.”     

     “We want to present a clear, intentional message with everything that we do,” says Liz Kindred, Director of 

Digital Media. “Now our website, our weekly digital newsletter, and our mobile app are all connected, both in 

the content they contain and in the way they look. Our goal is to provide members access to the information 

they want and need, in whatever way works best for them.”

Take some time to visit and explore all three of Canterbury’s newly-improved communication channels:  

“W 

https://www.canterburyumc.org/


CANTERBURY’S 
MOBILE APP
Download at  
subsplash.com/canterburyumc/app

Our mobile app has also been updated to provide 
even more event information and to be visually co-
hesive with our other digital communication. Now, 
the worship live streaming feature, Canterbury Live, is 
even easier to find, with the tab available right on the 
Welcome page. “Given the mobility of our culture to-
day, a lot of people connect to Canterbury through 
our digital footprint,” says Senior Pastor Dale Cohen. 
“Having state-of-the-art, easily-navigated technol-
ogy at people’s fingertips, including Live Stream of 
our worship services, is just one of the ways we are try-
ing to help people connect with God, connect with 
each other, and connect with the world.”
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THE CANTERBURY 
CONNECTION
Subscribe at
www.canterburyumc.org/publications

“We know that the weekly Express is Canterbury’s 
most used communication channel, but its old form 
was way too long, not well-formatted, and not very 
effective in helping people get the information they 
needed,” says Warren. Enter The Canterbury Con-
nection. “Liz has reorganized this important weekly 
communication in a clear form that highlights the in-
formation people need both by priority and in chron-
ological order for those linear thinkers like myself.” 
     Delivered to all members every Thursday via 
email, The Canterbury Connection is also accessible 
through the Canterbury app. 

http://subsplash.com/canterburyumc/app
https://www.canterburyumc.org/publications
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DIRECTIONS 
Off Highway 280, at Brookwood Mall, take Mountain 
Brook Parkway east to Overbrook Road and turn left.

MINISTERS
Rev. Dale Cohen
Rev. Warren Nash
Rev. Sam Williamson 
Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Rev. Tori Hastings
Bishop-in-Residence, Dr. Mike Watson  

350 Overbrook Road, 
P.O. Box 130699
Birmingham, Alabama 35213-0699

FF F ollow. Connect. Serve. Grow.

Happy Birthday,
Canterbury!

Mark your calendars for Sundays, October 
8th and 15th, and come join us in celebrating  
Canterbury’s past, present, and future!

We’ll have new music, historical fun facts, per-
sonal reflections, special guests, our annual Day 
of Service in Avondale, dinner on the grounds, 
and more.

WE ALSO NEED YOUR HELP! 
If you have old pictures of events or people  
from Canterbury, please scan and send them 
to liz.kindred@canterburyumc.org or drop them  
off at the round reception desk. Please add  
your name and label the photo with names, 
dates, and a brief description. 
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