
Sanctuary Service 
September 29, 2019

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Thank You for Joining Us Today!



Senior Pastor - Rev. Keith Thompson

Pastor - Rev. Hill Carmichael
Pastor - Rev. Tori Hastings

Pastor - Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Pastor - Rev. Sam Williamson

Children’s Pastor - Rev. Ruth Grissom
Students’ Pastor - Rev. Seth Moon 

Pastor for Young Adults and New Members - Rev. Matthew Montgomery
Choirmaster and Organist - Dr. Lester Seigel

Services
New Traditions – 8:15 a.m. (Chapel)
Sanctuary Worship – 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary)
Contemporary Worship – 10:30 a.m. (Canterbury Center)

We are so glad you chose to worship with us today! 
We want you to feel at home. Through close 
relationships, the study of scripture, education, and 
caring for others, our goal is to connect you to God, 
each other, and His world in a real and meaningful way. 
We want to be a place where you will meet Jesus exactly 
where you are. You will find a community of real people, 
led by leaders who express their real experiences to 
help renew and empower you to follow Him.  So no 
matter where you are in life, we invite you to come as 
you are and to live for something greater. 
If you need help finding your way around, we have 
welcome guides located at our main entrances 
and outside the worship areas. We look forward to 
connecting with you!

WORSHIP:
Children in Worship -All children are welcome 
in worship!  The sight, sounds, and interactions of 
worship are appropriate for every age.  We have 
worship resources available as you enter the worship 
space including a Worship Activity bag.  We also offer 
Sensory bags and Pew Pals for those who have sensory 
challenges. If you have a child with sensory  challenges 
who might need a break from worship, we have a 
sensory room located on the 2nd floor of the Children’s 
Building that is staffed with knowledgable caregivers.  
Excellent nursery care is also available to children 
through 4 years old, however we love having all ages 
worshipping together and look forward to the ways they 
can help us worship God. 
Things to Know:
•  Hearing assist devices and large print hymnals 

available – ask an usher for assistance.
• The Children’s Comfort Room is a place where you 

may sit with your child and hear the sermon. It is 
adjacent to the Narthex.  

Watch Online - We understand the challenges you face 
and we strive to be a church that is accessible to you 
whenever and however you need us. Our Sanctuary and 
Contemporary Worship services are available on our 
website and our app.

Connect: 
Sign In! There are attendance pads located at the 
end of each row on Sunday mornings. Let us know 
your name, phone number and email address and we 
will keep you up to date with what’s going on in our 
church community. If you want to share the names 
and ages of your children, we will reach out with 
information about children’s and youth activities 
as well.
Next Steps Class - The Next Steps class is a basic 
introduction to our church family and a wonderful 
time for you to continue building connections with 
other followers of Christ. Since many of us come from 
different church backgrounds, this class is designed 
to clearly explain who we are, what we believe, and 
how you can take the next steps in partnering with 
us to build the Kingdom of God. After attending 
these classes, it is our hope you will decide to make 
Canterbury your new church home.  For more 
information, please contact Matthew Montgomery 
at matthew.montgomery@canterburyumc.org or by 
phone at 205-626-2327 ext. 2327.

Meet with one of our pastors
Our pastors would love to meet with you over coffee 
and get to know you. You can bring any questions 
you might have and get to know a little more about 
Canterbury, the United Methodist Church, and 
anything else you want to talk about. Contact 
tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org or 205-874-1543, to 
set that up.

Welcome to Canterbury!

Contact Us
Church Office: 205.871.4695
To Join: matthew.montgomery@canterburyumc.org
205.868.6590 x2327
Pastoral Care Response Line: 205.999.4887

Real Grace
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community.  It is at the very core of who 
we are as children of God because it 
is part of our lives before we are even 
aware of it. We confess that we are 
each imperfect, regularly falling short 
of our own standards and God’s.  God 
loves us anyway just as we are.  God 
initiates every relationship with us 
through grace.  God’s grace can never 
be earned, it is all gift.  We, as God’s 
children, strive to do the same with 
each other.  We start with grace given 
to us by God. We live offering the same 
grace to ourselves and one another.

Real Love
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the 
people of the church are called to 
be intentionally different.  Our Holy 
Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if 
God is Love, then we are created in the 
image of love.  God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ is what real love looks like. When 
we are most true to who we are created 
to be, we are loving.  At Canterbury, we 
seek to embody that love is patient and 
kind … and we particularly like it best 
when it is a verb.

 

Real Life
God constantly invites us into a life of 
full connection with God and others 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the real 
life we are created for.  Nothing but 
relationship with God and each other 
will truly satisfy the longing inside 
us.  We believe this is the path to real, 
abundant life.  Our desire is to walk this 
path together.

canterburyumc.org

Who Are We
As people of the church, we are committed to following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek to be real and authentic in every 
part of our lives because we believe that Jesus wants to know us.  We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us wherever we are 
in life. At Canterbury United Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in relationship with Christ. 
Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love our neighbor 
as our self.  This simple yet profound statement represents the real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, particularly 
those whom the rest of the world often overlooks.  This statement from Jesus also represents the very nature of who God is.
Through sharing real grace and real love with people, Jesus brought healing into their lives.  At Canterbury, we seek to follow 
Jesus’ example, striving to share and experience real grace and real love in our real life.



Order of Worship

Voluntary                                           Prelude on Slane (Be Thou My Vision)                                      Gerre Hancock

Welcome and Parish Notices

Collect                              The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray.

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for 
you, that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship give 
you glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* Processional Hymn 103                 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                                         ST. DENIO

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

* Passing of the Peace               The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with you.

Children’s Moment                                                                                                                                 Rev. Ruth Grissom

Anthem                                                                      The Eyes of All                                                                   Jean Berger

The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou givest them their meat in due season.
Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.
  

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory                                                                           Praise                                                                         Alec Rowley
Lydia Dick, Will Royer, soloists

To the Master of music and loveliness: Praise, power, dominion forever.
To the Lord of the Word of creation be praise, power, dominion forever.
To the Maker of movement, color and light: Praise, power, dominion forever.
To the Builder, Designer, Creator be praise, power, dominion forever.
To the Theme of all song, Inspiration of Love: to the Artist of Life, to the Greatest and Least:
Praise, power, dominion forever.
For He is the greatest upon his high throne, and He was the least as the child of a maiden:
Praise then, to Jesus, whose mother was Mary, and praise now to Christ who is God in the 
 midst of us.
Lord of all beauty, adoring we come to Thee: give us Thyself both in time and eternity.
Lord of all beauty, we come to Thee offering all that we are or can hope to be.
Lord of all beauty: praise, power, dominion forever!

* Doxology                                                                                                    OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 188                  Christ Is the World’s Light, vv. 1 & 2                                                   CHRISTE SANCTORUM

* Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                                                     John 9: 1 - 11
This is the good news of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 188                  Christ Is the World’s Light, vv. 3 & 4                                                   CHRISTE SANCTORUM



Sermon                                                                   Don’t Play It Safe                                            Rev. Keith Thompson

* Hymn of Commitment 451                          Be Thou My Vision                                                                             SLANE

* Reception of New Members

* Dismissal & Blessing

* Recessional Prayer                                                                                                                                 Ted Clark, Cantor
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the words we have said and sung this day may be so grafted and 
guarded in our hearts, that our lives may bring forth good fruits, and our lips shall show forth Thy 
praise, to the honor and glory of Thy holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Today is United Methodist Women Recognition Sunday.
Canterbury United Methodist Women will be recognized in all church services this morning. Each member of 
UMW will be visible to the congregation by wearing a red dress, blouse, or scarf along with their Canterbury 
United Methodist Women name tag. 

Birmingham South Emmaus Cluster Meeting 
Hosted by Canterbury on October 8 at 6:30 p.m.
ALL WHO HAVE BEEN ON AN EMMAUS WALK, PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND. There will be a covered dish dinner @ 
6:30 p.m. The gathering will begin at 7:00 p.m. in Wesley Hall. Childcare will be available beginning at 6:15 p.m., 
with reservations made at least 48 hours in advance by contacting Susan Nichols, nichols.susan11@gmail.com. 
Additional info: contact Annella Waldrup, annellawaldrup@gmail.com, (205) 915-5455.

Journey Retreat
November 22 - 24
Journey is a weekend trip for our Junior & Senior High students where we will spend the weekend off-campus 
at Shocco Springs in Talladega, AL. We have fun sessions that are filled with games, worship, and messages 
specifically designed to bring students closer to each other & to Christ. It’s a jam-packed, fun weekend, and we 
want your student to join us! 

Registration is now open at www.canterburyumc.org/journeyretreat. There will be a price increase effective on 
October 1, so make sure you sign up before then! 

Kathy Izard is coming to Canterbury!
October 6 at 5:00 p.m.
Join us on Sunday, October 6, in Wesley Hall from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. to hear Kathy Izard, author of Hundred 
Story Home - a story of homelessness, hope and healing.  She is an engaging speaker who will share her story 
about Disruptive Discernment and she encourages us to hear God’s whisper.  Don’t miss this inspiring evening.  
The event is free and open to the community! For child care, please contact Selena Pitsch at selena.pitsch@
canterburyumc.org.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Join us as we make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land May 9-20, 2020! For more information, please visit our 
websitehttps://www.canterburyumc.org/faith-pilgrimages, contact Tori Hastings (tori.hastings@canterburyumc.
org) or attend an interest meeting Sunday October 6 immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship services or 
Tuesday, October 8 at 6:00 p.m. in the Covenant Classroom (Room 208).

Rose on the Lectern
The rose on the Lectern is in honor of the birth of Jack Simmons Flanagan, son of Sarah &  Brian Flanagan, born 
on September 16, 2019.

Thanksgiving for the Life of
Allwin Horn III (Ivey Brown’s father)...................................................................September 18, 2019

SERMON NOTES:


