
Sanctuary Service 
February 3, 2019

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Thank You for Joining Us Today!



Senior Pastor - Rev. Keith Thompson

Pastor - Rev. Hill Carmichael
Pastor - Rev. Tori Hastings

Pastor - Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Pastor - Rev. Sam Williamson

Childrens Pastor - Rev. Ruth Grissom
Students Pastor - Rev. Seth Moon 

Choirmaster and Organist - Dr. Lester Seigel

Services
New Traditions – 8:15 a.m. (Chapel)
Sanctuary Worship – 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary)
Contemporary Worship – 10:30 a.m. (Canterbury Center)

We are so glad you chose to worship with us today! 
We want you to feel at home. Through close 
relationships, the study of scripture, education, and 
caring for others, our goal is to connect you to God, 
each other, and His world in a real and meaningful 
way. We want to be a place where you will meet Jesus 
exactly where you are. You will find a community 
of real people, led by leaders who express their 
real experiences to help renew and empower you 
to follow Him.  So no matter where you are in life, 
we invite you to come as you are and to live for 
something greater. 
If you need help finding your way around, we have 
welcome guides located at our main entrances 
and outside the worship areas. We look forward to 
connecting with you!

WORSHIP:
Children in Worship - All children are welcome 
in worship!  The sight, sounds, and interactions of 
worship are appropriate for every age.  Excellent 
nursery care is also available to children up to 4 years 
old, however we love having all ages worshipping 
together.   
Watch Online - We understand the challenges you 
face and we strive to be a church that is accessible 
to you whenever and however you need us. Our 
Sanctuary and Contemporary Worship services are 
available on our website and our app.
Things to Know:
• Hearing assist devices and large print hymnals 

available – ask an usher for assistance.
• Make sure your children get a worship activity 

pack in the Narthex. 
• The Children’s Comfort Room is also adjacent to 

the Narthex.
• We offer Sensory Bags for children with special 

needs. Ask an usher for assistance.

 

Connect: 
Sign In! There are attendance pads located at the 
end of each row on Sunday mornings. Let us know 
your name, phone number and email address and we 
will keep you up to date with what’s going on in our 
church community. If you want to share the names 
and ages of your children, we will reach out with 
information about children’s and youth activities 
as well.
Next Steps Class - We are now offering a new path to 
church membership throughout the year called Next 
Steps. The Next Steps class is a basic introduction 
to our church family and a wonderful time for you to 
continue building connections with other followers 
of Christ. Since many of us come from different 
church backgrounds, this class is designed to clearly 
explain who we are, what we believe, and how you 
can take the next steps in partnering with us to build 
the Kingdom of God. After attending one of these 
sessions, it is our hope that you will decide to make 
Canterbury your new church home. Lunch will be 
provided. 
If you are interested in joining us for Next Steps, 
contact Becky, becky.king@canterburyumc.org or 
205-874-1520. 

Meet with one of our pastors
Our pastors would love to meet with you over coffee 
and get to know you. You can bring any questions 
you might have and get to know a little more about 
Canterbury, the United Methodist Church, and 
anything else you want to talk about. Contact Rev. 
Carmichael, hill.carmichael@canterburyumc.org or 
205-874-1555, to set that up.

Welcome to Canterbury!

Contact Us
Church Office: 205.871.4695
To Join: tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org
205.874-1543
Pastoral Care Response Line: 205.999.4887

Real Grace
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community.  It is at the very core of who 
we are as children of God because it 
is part of our lives before we are even 
aware of it. We confess that we are 
each imperfect, regularly falling short 
of our own standards and God’s.  God 
loves us anyway just as we are.  God 
initiates every relationship with us 
through grace.  God’s grace can never 
be earned, it is all gift.  We, as God’s 
children, strive to do the same with 
each other.  We start with grace given 
to us by God. We live offering the same 
grace to ourselves and one another.

Real Love
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the 
people of the church are called to 
be intentionally different.  Our Holy 
Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if 
God is Love, then we are created in the 
image of love.  God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ is what real love looks like. When 
we are most true to who we are created 
to be, we are loving.  At Canterbury, we 
seek to embody that love is patient and 
kind … and we particularly like it best 
when it is a verb.

 

Real Life
God constantly invites us into a life of 
full connection with God and others 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the real 
life we are created for.  Nothing but 
relationship with God and each other 
will truly satisfy the longing inside 
us.  We believe this is the path to real, 
abundant life.  Our desire is to walk this 
path together.

canterburyumc.org

Who Are We
As people of the church, we are committed to following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek to be real and authentic in every 
part of our lives because we believe that Jesus wants to know us.  We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us wherever we are 
in life. At Canterbury United Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in relationship with Christ. 
Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love our neighbor 
as our self.  This simple yet profound statement represents the real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, particularly 
those whom the rest of the world often overlooks.  This statement from Jesus also represents the very nature of who God is.
Through sharing real grace and real love with people, Jesus brought healing into their lives.  At Canterbury, we seek to follow 
Jesus’ example, striving to share and experience real grace and real love in our real life.



Order of Worship
Voluntary                                                                 Tierce en Taille                                                      François Couperin

Welcome and Parish Notices

Collect                                The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray.
God in Community, continue to be the dwelling place of our minds, our hearts, our souls, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.

* Processional Hymn 384                     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                                             BEECHER

Prayer of Confession and Words of Forgiveness
Minister: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and 
seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

    People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed  
    to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled  
    against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy  
    Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
    All pray in silence.

      Kyrie 482 
      Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. Lord, 

                  have mercy.

    Minister: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. 
    In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
    People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
    All: Glory to God.  Amen.

* Passing of the Peace          The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You. 

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory                                                                    Christ’s Flock                                                                   Martin Shaw

In Christ’s own flock let love be surely placed; from Christ’s own flock let concord hate expel:
Of Christ’s own flock let love be so embraced, as we in Christ, and Christ in us may dwell.
Christ is the author of all unity, from whence proceedeth all felicity.
O sing unto this glittering, glorious King; O praises bring from every living thing:
Let heart and voice like bells of silver ring! Alleluia!

* Doxology                       OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 560                 Help Us Accept Each Other, vv. 1 & 2                                                 ACCEPTANCE

* Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                                                Mark 12: 28 - 34
This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 560                 Help Us Accept Each Other, vv. 3 & 4                                                 ACCEPTANCE

Sermon                                                                          Real Love                                                    Rev. Keith Thompson

Hymn of Presentation 557                 Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                                                   DENNIS

Presenting the Elements                                                                        Elizabeth Dunn and Betsy French,
two of the leaders of Rise Against Hunger

The Great Thanksgiving, page 17 in Hymnal 

Breaking the Bread and Giving the Cup   

Fraction Anthem                     Be Known to Us, Lord Jesus                        Stan Nelson, cantor
                            Sung Response: Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 

As we receive the elements of Holy Communion, we will do so by intinction at the altar. Please 
follow the ushers’ directions. 
 
All are welcome to receive the sacrament. You do not have to be a member of Canterbury or of 
the United Methodist Church. It is the Lord’s table and all of God’s children are welcome.
 
Baskets are placed in the front of the Sanctuary to receive the Communion Rail Offering which 
will support Rise Against Hunger. This ministry provides food and life-saving aid to the world’s 
most vulnerable people.



Music During Communion                        
  Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown        Scottish melody, arr. Tom Gibbs

Come, O Thou Traveler unknown, Whom still I hold but cannot see;
My company before is gone, And I am left alone with Thee;
With Thee all night I mean to stay, And wrestle till the break of day. 
My stength is gone, my nature dies, I sink beneath Thy weighty hand,
faint to revive and fall to rise, I fall, and yet by faith I stand;
I stand and will not let Thee go til I Thy name, Thy nature know.

I know Thee, Saviour, who Thou art, Jesus, the feeble sinner’s friend,
nor wilt Thou with the night depart, but stay and love me to the end.
Thy mercies never shall remove, Thy nature and Thy name is Love.

‘Tis Love, ‘tis Love; Thou diedst for me! I hear Thy whisper in my heart;
the morning breaks, the shadows flee; pure universal Love Thou art.
To me, to all Thy mercies move: Thy nature and Thy name is Love.

Prayer After Receiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 
May we be transformed into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength 
of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.        

* Dismissal & Blessing

* Choral Benediction        

Encore Training
February 4, 9 a.m. - noon, Wesley Hall
Join the Encore team! Provide life-changing respite for care partners, joy for the participants and a new 
avenue of fulfillment and meaning in your own life! Training will be held from 9 a.m. to noon in Wesley Hall. 
To register, please call 874-1525 or email encorepatti@gmail.com.

Grief Care
February 6, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
If you have lost a loved one in the last year, these groups are an encouraging community for those on the 
road of grief. While no one experiences grief in the same way, there is great insight in connecting with 
others on the same path. Using readings and discussion, we will have space to share and learn together. 
Registration required. 

Rise Against Hunger
February 10-12, Canterbury Hall 
This year will be Canterbury’s ninth Hunger Event. Since our beginning in 2011, over 3 million meals have 
been packed in Canterbury Hall.  This is more than any other entity in the history of the Rise Against Hunger 
ministry. This event goes beyond our walls as it has become a community event that youth and adults 
across the city look forward to. Each year we welcome enthusiastic school clubs, sports teams, scout 
troops, work groups, extended families, and more. This year’s event will send 300,000 meals to the children 
of Nicaragua. Sign up now to volunteer or donate at CanterburyUMC.org/Rise. Join the mission to end 
hunger by 2030. Together we can make a difference!

Live Your Strengths
Begins February 1, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m., Believers’ Classroom
Discover your top 5 innate strengths and explore how to maximize them in your relationships, vocation, 
and ministry. It’s a highly interactive class, which is based on The Gallup Organization’s online 
Strengthsfinder assessment.  

Payday Lending Roundtable
February 19, 7:00 p.m., Wesley Hall
Area churches, including Canterbury United Methodist, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and First Presbyterian 
Church will be hosting a roundtable forum regarding the abusive payday lending practices in Alabama. 

Discovery Weekend
March 1 - 3
Discovery Weekend is one of the most meaningful weekends in the life of our church! This is a weekend 
put on specifically for Jr. High students by our Sr. High students and adult leaders. Contact seth.moon@
canterburyumc.org for more information.

Special Announcements
Thanksgiving for the lives of:
Virginia Baker (Hope Machemehl’s sister)....................January 24, 2019
Trudi May .......................................................................January 29, 2019

SERMON NOTES:


