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The Epistle of James 
makes the radical 
assertion that any 
time we see an 
act of generosity, 
God initiated it. 
That means if I see a 
homeless person at 
an intersection and I 
give him a couple of 

dollars, God was not only a part of that transaction, 
but God was the source of it. God provided the 
gift I gave. Likewise, when Ann and I make our 
contribution to Canterbury, although it comes 
out of our checkbook, James would argue that it 
is coming from God because every gift is “from 
above.” How can this be?
     The Bible teaches that everything belongs 
to God; “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
thereof.”(Psalm 24) So even though we may think 
all our stuff belongs to us, the biblical perspective 
is that we are merely stewards, or caretakers, of 
these things for a brief time. We are managers of 
God’s stuff, and the Bible further teaches that we 
will be held accountable for our management. This 
is true of anything we consider to be a resource 
in our lives—money, time, relationships, skills, 
knowledge, etc. Through God’s generosity and 
grace, we are given access to these resources to 
be used for our benefit, but also for God’s glory.
     This calls for two equally important responses 
if we desire to be faithful in following God. The first 
is one of gratitude. I am grateful for Ann because 
she is a gift God has given me. I am grateful to 
God for our children, our home, our friends, our 
work, our bank accounts, and our influence. A 
grateful attitude toward all these relationships 
and resources ensures that I won’t take them for 

granted, and that I won’t forget that these are all 
ultimately gifts from God to me. 
     The second response is for me to find ways 
to let God use these relationships and resources 
to his glory. One of the best ways to allow that to 
happen is to “give it forward.” I can share what I 
have with others because God is the source of all 
that I have, as well as the source of my desire to 
give to others. My time, my money, my influence, 
and my affection are all at God’s disposal to be 
used for his glory because I am merely a manager 
of all these things that God has given to me 
first. The degree to which I am grateful for these 
resources will have an impact on the degree to 
which I am willing to share these resources for 
God’s glory.
     By now you should have received a 2018 
pledge card in the mail. I encourage you to 
carefully and prayerfully consider the teachings 
of James 1:17 as you complete your pledge. Take 
stock of the blessings God has provided you. Give 
thanks to God for these blessings and then decide 
how you can best glorify God through your giving 
to Canterbury and its ministries in the upcoming 
year. In a recent sermon, I shared a quote from 
Neal Maxwell that says, “We should certainly 
count our blessings, but we should also make 
our blessings count.” We have many challenges, 
but we also have many opportunities to have an 
even greater impact on our community and in our 
world. Please allow your generosity to reflect the 
generosity of God, and we’ll all be blessed.

Rev. Dale R. Cohen, Senior Pastor

Grateful
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change.” —James 1:17, NRSV

See more articles from Rev. Dale Cohen’s blog @ canterburyumc.org/blogs.

A                    C H R I S T I A N  C O M M U N I T Y  B U I L D I N G  L I V E S  O F  FA I T H  A N D  S E RV I C E  F O R  
J E S U S  C H R I S T  T H R O U G H  L I F E -T R A N S F O R M I N G  W O R S H I P,  L E A R N I N G  A N D  S E R V I C E
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It’s been a great month celebrating 150 years of Canterbury!  
Thank you to all who made our special worship services and  

festivities a huge success! Here’s to the next 150 years!

150th Celebration
 n
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Holiday Giving
 n

Kick off your holiday gift-giving season by supporting our 
Festival of Three Kings 
and A Christmas Village 

outreach events!
As a generous congregation, providing gifts for children in our community is a 

long-treasured Christmas tradition here at Canterbury. This year there are two different 
ways for you and your family to participate in holiday giving: the long-standing Festival 
of Three Kings celebration and the new Samaritan Place Market: A Christmas Village. 
Read below to learn more and find out how you can be a part of this season of giving.

     For over 15 years, Canterbury has been  
partnering with other Birmingham Methodist 
churches to sponsor local children by 
buying new toys and clothing from 
their provided Christmas wish lists. 
Each year, Canterbury families 
enjoy going through the provided 
lists and finding just the right 
child to sponsor, and then going 
out and purchasing gifts for that 
child as a part of their regular 
holiday shopping. The purchased 
unwrapped gifts are then given to 
the sponsored children’s parents or 
guardians during the December event.  
     “As we’re shopping for ourselves and 
our families, this is a way for us to remember 

kids that may not be having such a merry holiday,” 
says Director of Outreach Rachel Estes. “We also 

know that for families that are in crisis and 
working with DHR for various reasons, one 

thing that can bring a little bit of comfort 
during the holidays is not worrying about 
buying Christmas gifts for their kids. 
Providing the gifts to them unwrapped 
also gives them the dignity and joy of 
wrapping and giving the gifts to their 
children themselves.”
     This year Canterbury is sponsoring 

150 local children. Stop by the table 
behind the main reception desk today to 

get further details and pick up a wish list. 
There is a $100 shopping limit per child.

FESTIVAL OF THREE KINGS
Shopping Period: Now through Sunday, November 26

Gift Distribution: Saturday, December 9

Unwrapped gifts are due back to  
Canterbury no later than Sunday, November 26.

e
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     This season Canterbury is excited to be 
piloting a new holiday initiative, by opening a 
three-day “pop-up” store at Avondale Samaritan 
Place where parents can come and shop 
for Christmas gifts for their children at very 
affordable prices. The village will be set 
up like a store filled with donated new 
unwrapped toys for kids of all ages, ranging 
from books to riding toys and everything in 
between, available for parents to peruse 
and purchase. Shopping will be by 
invitation only to families of 150 children 
we already see and work with on a 
regular basis through our ministries 
such as the ASP Food Co-op, STAIR 
tutoring program, and HICA. 
      Not only is this a fun way for us 
to provide children with Christmas 
morning smiles, but by giving 
the parents and guardians the 
opportunity to actually pick 
out and purchase the gifts they 
give their children, we’re putting 
ownership in their hands and 
dignity in their hearts.
     We’re especially excited that 
this model also allows the opportunity to provide 
job readiness training and a small paycheck to 
several members of our ASP Food-Co-op, as they, 
in conjunction with Canterbury and Avondale UMC 
volunteers, will be manning the store as greeters, 
cashiers, gift wrappers, and more. “To have the extra 
income at holiday time is big, plus our workers will 
have the opportunity to shop at the village, which was 
a nice incentive for them,” says ASP Program Director 
Leigh Ann Sisson. “Each had to apply for their desired 
job and go through the interview process, which was a 
new experience for many.”
     “As many of us have been studying Seeking Shalom 
through our Bible studies and Sunday School classes, 
our church continues to seek a model of community 
development, with the goal of coming alongside rather 

than doing for,” says Rachel. “We’ve seen how well the 
Food Co-op model has gone to help build community 
in the Avondale neighborhood. A Christmas  
Village is another way of connecting people within 
their community.
     “Cool stuff starts to happen when you start giving 
folks a little ownership in the ministries they’re 
participating in,” says Leigh Ann. “They begin 
to feel that it’s not just a place to come and get 

something, but it’s a place to come invest, 
creating a real community center where 

people start taking care of each other. The 
more opportunities that we can provide folks 

that ownership opportunity, the further we 
help nurture that community.”

We need your help to fill the shelves 
of our A Christmas Village store! The 
children we’re serving are infants 
through teenagers, so we need a 
variety of new toys appropriate for 

all ages. Some popular ideas:  
 

• Dolls and Barbies in a variety of skin tones
 • Legos (or other building toys) for boys and girls

 • Remote Control Cars
 • Books for all ages
 • Art Supplies and Craft Kits
 • Riding Toys and Tricycles (no bicycles)
 • Basketballs, Footballs, and Soccer Balls
 • Baby Toys
 • Board Games

     For more ideas, pick up a flyer at the main reception 
desk or visit the Centerbury website for a link to our 
Amazon wish list. Even easier, purchase gifts directly 
from the online wish list and designate to have them 
shipped straight to Canterbury. Financial donations 
are also appreciated. Please mark your donation with 
“Christmas Village” in the memo line. 

Holiday Giving
 n

SAMARITAN PLACE MARKET: A CHRISTMAS VILLAGE
Shopping Period: Now through Sunday, November 26
Event: Thursday-Saturday, November 30-December 2

New unwrapped toys and donations are due to  
Canterbury no later than Sunday, November 26. 

For questions, contact Rachel Estes at rachel.estes@canterburyumc.org 
or Cindy McDougald at cindy.mcdougald@canterburyumc.org.

For more information and a link to our Amazon Wish List vist: 
www.canterburyumc.org/events-calendar/festival-of-three-kings.
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LITTLE BROWN BAG: 
THANKSGIVING  
PACKING EVENT
Sunday, November 12, 
immediately following the  
10:30 a.m. worship services
Canterbury Hall

Canterbury’s Little Brown Bag 
Ministry packs and delivers bags 
of healthy food to children in the 
Birmingham City Schools who 
need food assistance over school 
breaks. Please join us after worship 
on the 12th as we pack 2,500  
bags to be delivered for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

WE ALSO NEED VOLUNTEERS 
TO HELP DELIVER THE LITTLE 
BROWN BAGS TO SCHOOLS.
Monday, November 13 and 
Tuesday, November 14 from  
10:00 a.m. – Noon
Meet in Canterbury Hall at 10:00.

CONTACT SUSAN BELLOWS  
AT SUSANBELLOWS@CHARTER.NET  
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

PLUS… During the packing  
event, stop by the ALTERNATIVE 
CHRISTMAS GIFT MARKET for 
great gift options that support 
our various outreach missions:

*Purchase an Avondale Samaritan 
Place ornament to benefit ASP’s 
Food Co-op. Your $175 donation 
will provide 30 of our co-op families 
with enough meat, produce, canned 
goods, bread, and sweets for two 
whole weeks!  

*Make a $10 donation in someone’s 
honor and receive a festive gift 
card that notes the honorarium. 
Choose from outreach programs 
such as Water is Basic, the STAIR 
tutoring program, The Society of 
St. Andrews’ Crop Drop, Panama 
missions, and Canterbury’s Little 
Brown Bag ministry. 

Outreach
 n

Holiday Outreach 
Opportunities for November
Thanksgiving is a time for us to reflect and be thankful for the many blessings in our lives.  

Share that message of thanksgiving by being a blessing to others through participation in our  
various holiday outreach opportunities, including the upcoming Little Brown Bag packing event.  

See below for all the details and stay tuned for more opportunities to come! 

HOLIDAY GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR AVONDALE SAMARITAN PLACE
Your donations will help us bring extra holiday smiles to members of our ASP community through:

Thanksgiving Turkeys and Christmas Hams for our Food Co-op Families 
 It costs around $400 each holiday to send these holiday meal favorites home with all 60 of our co-op families. 

CONTACT LEIGH ANN SISSON AT LEIGHANN.SISSON@ASPLACE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Christmas Gifts for the Men of our S.O.U.P. Ministry
Just $20 will provide one of these homeless men a welcomed gift of brand new long underwear, a blanket, and a sweatshirt. 

CONTACT ADAM GUTHRIE AT ADAM.GUTHRIE@ASPLACE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Family Night
 n

Family ADVENTure
dinner begins at 5:00 p.m., 

family activity from 6-7:00 p.m.
Canterbury Hall

Gather with us to prepare our hearts 
for the season of Advent during 
this fun, intergenerational event. 
“The ADVENTure craft has become 
a Canterbury tradition and many 
families treasure bringing out past 
crafts each year,” says Director of 
Children’s Ministry Amy Dobbins. 
“This year we’ll be creating special 
keepsake nativities.” Plus, there will 
be lots of singing!

Annual Christmas  
Dinner Celebration

dinner and activities from 5-7:00 p.m.
Canterbury Hall

Come enjoy Debbie’s yummy 
Christmas dinner with all the 
trimmings along with special 
festivities such as crafts for kids, 
a Christmas carol sing-a-long, a 
reading of the Nativity story, and 
even a special meet-and-greet—
and hassle-free photo session!— 
with that favorite red-coated guest 
from the North Pole.

Christmas Movie Night
dinner begins at 5:00 p.m., 

movie at 6:00 p.m.
Canterbury Hall

After dinner, gather with all in 
Canterbury Center for a church-
wide screening of a favorite holiday 
movie. There will be lots of popcorn 
and a good dose of holiday spirit!

Family Night’s lineup of holiday 
events promises fun for all!

As we move into the busy holiday season, Wednesday night’s Family Night  
offers a trio of festive intergenerational events that invite you to take a break  

and enjoy some meaningful time with your family and friends.  
“Advent and Christmas can easily become overshadowed by the strains the season brings on our time and 

resources,” says Associate Pastor Tori Hastings. “In the midst of all the preparations that Christmas demands, 
it’s easy to forget to first and foremost prepare our hearts and families. In the life of the church, the season 

of Advent is designed to do just that. We hope you will invite your whole extended family and join us for all of 
the Wednesday night activities we have planned this Advent season, but especially for Family ADVENTure  

as we set apart time in our lives to prepare for the birth of Christ.”

Wednesday, November 

29
Wednesday, December 

6
Wednesday, December 

13

For more information and to register (preferred but not required), 
visit www.canterburyumc.org/events-calendar/family-adventure.

As always, Family Night dinner is just  
$7/adults and $3/youth and children,  
with a $20/family max. 
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C A N T E R B U R Y
U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

PO Box 130699
Mountain Brook, AL 35213

NAME

ADDRESS

SIGNATURE      DATE

Grateful Hearts: 

Grateful Hands:

Grateful Lives:

This estimate of giving may be adjusted by a call to the church office should your circumstances change.

For electronic transfers, please go to our website www.canterburyumc.org/giving.
___ Please check here if you would like information on Planned Giving to the Canterbury Foundation.

Our estimated commitment to the ministries of Canterbury for 2018 is:

     $

HEARTS, HANDS, LIVES

We are grateful to God for His gift of life to us,  
and His unconditional love for us and for all of creation.  
In response to Jesus’ command to love one another, 
we dedicate ourselves to the service of others. 
In order to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 
souls, and minds, we give our lives in gratitude to Him. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of your giving to Canterbury as your gift to Jesus’ mission in 
our world. Through your giving, Canterbury continues to serve and be a blessing to its congregation, this 
community, and beyond. 
     Your 2018 commitment card may be returned to the main reception desk or mailed to the church office 
at PO Box 130699, Birmingham, AL 35213. For electronic transfers, please visit our website at 
www.canterburyumc.org/giving. 

Live Gratefully Through Giving

205.871.4695
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
www.CanterburyUMC.org 
 
DIRECTIONS
Off Highway 280, at Brookwood Mall, take Mountain Brook 
Parkway east to Overbrook Road and turn left. 
 
MINISTERS 
Rev. Dale Cohen
Rev. Warren Nash
Rev. Sam Williamson
Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Rev. Tori Hastings  
Bishop-in-Residence, Dr. Mike Watson

350 Overbrook Road,
P.O. Box 130699
Birmingham, Alabama 35213-0699  
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