
New TradiTioNs

JaNuary 7, 2018
epiphaNy suNday

The BapTism of The Lord
preachiNg —  The revereNd docTor aNdy woLfe

LiTurgisT — The revereNd Tori hasTiNgs

choirmasTer aNd orgaNisT — docTor LesTer seigeL

Prayer after receiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. May we be trans-
formed into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give 
ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 * Blessing and sending forth

Wednesday Family Nights 
January 10 - February 7
Our regular Wednesday night schedule resumes on January 10. Dinner is served in Canterbury Hall from 5:00 - 
6:00. There are activities for children and youth while adults can choose between the following classes:

Boundaries with Kids - led by Rev. Monica Harbarger  DivorceCare - led by Ryane Rice
The Book of Revelation - led by Dr. Paul McCracken  Paul’s Pastoral Letters - led by Lisa Donnell

As always, these on-going classes will continue as well:
The Bells of Canterbury
Bible Study with Jordan Gervin and Ernie Wood
Knit Wits

Created by God Registration 
January 18 - 20 / February 1 - 3 | $40 Registration
Created By God is a human sexuality seminar for 5th and 6th grade students. Registration is now open. Please go 
to the church web site and scroll to the bottom of the page in Events to register.

Rise Against Hunger  
Sunday, February 11  –  Tuesday, February 13
Please join us for our annual meal packing event, Rise Against Hunger, formerly known as Stop Hunger Now. Register on-
line at www.canterburyumc.org.

Welcome to Canterbury, Andy Wolfe
Join us in Canterbury Hall from 9:00 to 10:15 today as we welcome Andy and Dawn Wolfe to Canterbury. Dr. Wolfe 
will be serving as our Interim Senior Minister for the first six months of 2018. 

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of January 3)
Philip Jackson, Jr.......................................................................................................University
Don Patrick..................................................................................................................University

Thanksgiving for the Life of
Evelyn Elton (mother of Annie Skinner).......................................................December 27, 2017
Mrs. Robert Weavil (mother of Cathy Luckie)..........................................December 31, 2017

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity page in the 
Narthex entrance area.  Also, there is an infant’s 

changing pad in the Groom’s Room.

Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  
Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

New BegiNNiNgs

This is a day of new beginnings.   A new year brings with it both nostalgia and hope.  My  iPhone photo app 
presented me with a series of pictures of the year in review.  It was enjoyable to take a look back – at the ground 
covered, times with family and friends, significant events.   Some of those memories are glad, some sad.  In his 
letter to the Philippians, Paul has this to say about the past -  “Forget what lies behind…..hold fast to what you have 
obtained.”     

Some things in our past need to be put aside – painful memories, hurts imagined and real.  Other things we need to 
hold fast – new learnings, love shared, conflicts resolved.  You got to know when to hold them and know when to 
fold them…..

But Paul, also says that we are to press on to the high calling that is ours in Jesus Christ.  God isn’t finished with us.  
The future holds forth promise and hope of what yet can be.  

Today, I begin a new journey with you.  I am honored to be able to serve with you in ministry over the next six 
months as interim pastor.  I have history here! Thirty nine years ago, I stood at the altar of this church beside Dawn 
Thompson.   With Dr. Denson Franklin officiating, we became husband and wife.  It was one of the best days of my 
life.  I have you to thank for that.  I have known and appreciated your pastors over these past forty years.  

And I know your reputation as a church committed to serve Christ in others.  I have seen the difference you make in 
the wider community.  I have encountered your members taking servant- leadership roles in countless organizations 
that do so much good in our area.  I have heard people talk about Canterbury as a church that cares, a church that is 
generous in spirit, a church that changes lives.  

As we begin this new year and new season of transition together, I take to heart Paul’s words to hold fast to what 
we have obtained, and press forward to what lies ahead.  

This is a day of new beginnings……hold fast, press forward.  

Andy Wolfe, Interim Senior Pastor



order of morNiNg worship 

Welcome and Parish notices

* Hymn 245 (UMH)                                                      The First Noel                                                                    THE FIRST NOEL

collect                                         The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray .
God of light, shining in darkness, through a little child, born in Bethlehem, you open to us the treasure of 
your grace. Help us to search diligently for him, so that we may offer our lives to you with thanksgiving, joy, 
and praise; through Jesus Christ, the rising star. Amen.

Psalter reading (UMH 761; Chanted)                                                                                                                                                        Psalm 29

Prayer of confession

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We 
have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent 
of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, 
and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only 
your will. Amen.

All PrAy in Silence

Kyrie 482 (Umh)
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Words of Pardon

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are a forgiven people. 
Glory to God! Amen.

* the Peace                    The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.

* gosPel allelUia  (Sung before and after the Gospel Lesson)

* gosPel lesson                                                                                                                                                     Matthew 2: 1 - 12
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                                                Journey                                                                     Dr. Andy Wolfe

resPonse to the Word 206 (Umh)    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, vv. 1 & 2                                HOUSTON

Prayers of the PeoPle  
                                                                       Lord in your mercy...  hear our prayer. 

giving oUr tithes and offerings                 Wise Men Seeking Jesus                                            Jonathan Willcocks

Wise men seeking Jesus, travelled from afar, guided on their journey by a beauteous star.
But if we desire him, he is close at hand; for our native country is our Holy Land.

Prayerful souls may find him by our quiet lakes, meet him on our hillsides when the morning breaks.
In our fertile cornfields while the sheaves are bound, in our busy markets Lord Jesus Christ is found.

He is more than near us, if we love him well; for he seeks us ever in our hearts to dwell.

* doxology & Wesley’s grace                                                                                                                                 OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;   Be present at our table, Lord;    
praise Him, all creatures here below;   be here and everywhere adored;
praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,    Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.     may feast in paradise with Thee. 

 the great thanKsgiving 37-40 (UrWB) 

the lord’s Prayer 454 (URWB, Chanted)

fraction anthem 413 (UrWB)                                            Agnus Dei                                                 BELL AGNUS

receiving the Bread and cUP By intinction and Kneeling   All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Ushers will guide you. 
If your health requires you to avoid wheat products, gluten-free wafers are available on the paten behind the baptismal font.

mUsic dUring commUnion 
Hymn 247     O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright                           WIE SCHON LEUCHTET

 

*Congregation Please Stand
URWB - Upper Room Worship Book    UMH - United Methodist Hymnal

Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.

   

sanctUs

the memorial acclamation

amen


