
New TradiTioNs

december 31, 2017
The FirsT suNday aFTer chrisTmas

PreachiNg —  rev. sheryl ThorNToN

liTurgisT — rev. sam williamsoN

choirmasTer aNd orgaNisT — dr. lesTer seigel

Wednesday Family Nights 
January 10 - February 7
Our regular Wednesday night schedule resumes on January 10. Dinner is served in Canterbury Hall from 5:00 - 
6:00. There are activities for children and youth while adults can choose between the following classes:

Boundaries with Kids - led by Rev. Monica Harbarger
The Book of Revelation - led by Dr. Paul McCracken
DivorceCare - led by Ryane Rice
Paul’s Pastoral Letters - led by Lisa Donnell

As always, these on-going classes will continue as well:
The Bells of Canterbury
Bible Study with Jordan Gervin and Ernie Wood
Knit Wits

Created by God Registration 
January 18 - 20 / February 1 - 3 | $40 Registration
Created By God is a human sexuality seminar for 5th and 6th grade students. Registration for members or 
Confirmation students opens on December 1. Registration for non-members will open on December 15th. Please go 
to the church web site and scroll to the bottom of the page in Events to register.

Sunday, January 7
Please note these two events:
Join us in Canterbury Hall from 9:00 to 10:15 next Sunday as we welcome Andy and Dawn Wolfe to Canterbury. 
Dr. Wolfe will be serving as our Interim Senior Minister for the first six months of 2018. At 10:30 we will all meet 
together in the Sanctuary for a combined worship service where we will receive Holy Communion and remember 
our baptisms as we worship  together.

New Year’s Day Holiday Schedule 
In observance of New Year’s Day, the church office will be closed on Monday, January 1.

As of December 27, we are still short of our giving goal for 2017 by $78,000. Every gift to Canterbury between now 
and year end will help reduce this amount! If you have not completed your giving plans for Canterbury yet, we ask 
that you prayerfully consider doing so. Please note that all contributions must be received by the church or post-
marked by December 31 to claim charitable contribution credit for 2017.

Special Announcements 
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of December 27)
Evelyn Elton................................................................................................................St. Martin’s
Don Patrick..................................................................................................................University
Loyd Roberson...........................................................................................................St. Vincent’s

Thanksgiving for the Life of
Shelba Siniard (mother of Lisa Donnell).......................................................December 16, 2017
Jane Mullins (mother of Sandra Voigt)..........................................................December 19, 2017
Martha Willson........................................................................................................December 25, 2017

            Dale Cohen, Senior Pastor

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity page in the 
Narthex entrance area.  Also, there is an infant’s 

changing pad in the Groom’s Room.

Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact  
Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

a door seT oPeN

“But the angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2: 10 - 11, NRSV)
 
“Good News:  but if you ask me what it is, I know not;
 It is a track of feet in the snow,
It is a lantern showing a path,
 It is a door set open.”  -- G.K. Chesterton, “Xmas Day”

In this brief poem, G.K. Chesterton, one of the most inspiring authors of the early 20th Century, paints a vivid 
picture of the message and spirit of Christmas.  The angels came proclaiming the Good News—but their claim 
spoke only of a Savior having been born in Bethlehem without much further explanation as to what was so good 
about that news.  That seems to be the way God works.  God reveals a little bit and asks for us to step out in faith.  
The shepherds could have ignored the angels’ instructions to go and see the babe lying in a manger but, instead, they 
stepped out in faith and worshiped this newborn Savior.

Christmas is about divine possibilities.  It’s about journeys.  It’s about whether or not we’ll seize the 
opportunities presented to us to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.  The Good News is that whatever the un-
known future brings, there is one who goes before us, either leaving footsteps in which we can choose to follow or 
who sheds light on our path leading us to the fulfillment of God’s best for us.

As Ann and I leave Canterbury, we are approaching the future as “a door set open.”  Whatever lies ahead, there is 
Good News to be found.  We have no idea what that Good News will be, but if we follow faithfully as the Holy 
Spirit leads, we will see the glory of God—just as the shepherds did on that night in Bethlehem.

We encourage you to adopt the same attitude for your future and the future of Canterbury.  God has set a door 
open—and we merely need to walk through it to experience life in the best way possible.  The way God leads is not 
always easy—nor is it what we would necessarily choose for ourselves—but God’s Way is still the best way for us to 
realize our potential.

In the New Year, may God grant us all the courage we need to walk through whatever door God sets open before 
us.  I can’t wait to see what God has in store for Ann and me—and what God has in store for Canterbury.  It will be 
glorious!

Thanks for allowing us to share the journey with you for the past 2-1/2 years.  We are forever grateful for your love 
and generosity!



order oF morNiNg worshiP 

Welcome and Parish notices

* Hymn 224 (UMH)                                      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                                                  IN DULCI JUBILO

collect                                         The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray .
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you, now and for ever. Amen. 

Psalter reading (UMH 861; Chanted)                                                                                                                                                      Psalm 148

Prayer of confession

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We 
have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent 
of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, 
and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only 
your will. Amen.

All PrAy in Silence

Kyrie 482 (Umh)
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Words of Pardon

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are a forgiven people. 
Glory to God! Amen.

* the Peace                    The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.

* gosPel allelUia  (Sung before and after the Gospel Lesson)

* gosPel lesson                                                                                                                                                          Luke 2: 22 - 35
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                                                                                                                         Rev. Sheryl Thornton

resPonse to the Word 249 (Umh)              There’s a Song in the Air                                                       CHRISTMAS SONG

Prayers of the PeoPle  
                                                                       Lord in your mercy...  hear our prayer. 

giving oUr tithes and offerings                            Riu, riu chiu                                                  Medieval Spanish carol
Stan Nelson, soloist

Refrain: Riu, riu, chiu, the river protects our lamb (Mary) from the wolf (the devil).
The rabid wolf wanted to bite her, but Almighty God knew how to defend her.
He decided to make her resistant to sin. (Refrain)
The One who is born is the great King, the patriarch Christ, dressed in human flesh.
He has redeemed us by making himself small; although he is infinite, He made himself finite. (Refrain)
Now we have what we desired; let us go together to present him gifts. 
Let each give his will to him, because he became equal to us. (Refrain)

* doxology & Wesley’s grace                                                                                                                                 OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;   Be present at our table, Lord;    
praise Him, all creatures here below;   be here and everywhere adored;
praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,    Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.     may feast in paradise with Thee. 

 the great thanKsgiving 37-40 (UrWB) 

the lord’s Prayer 454 (URWB, Chanted)

fraction anthem 413 (UrWB)                                            Agnus Dei                                                 BELL AGNUS

receiving the Bread and cUP By intinction and Kneeling   All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Ushers will guide you. 
If your health requires you to avoid wheat products, gluten-free wafers are available on the paten behind the baptismal font.

Prayer after receiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. May we be 
transformed into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give 
ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 * Blessing and sending forth

*Congregation Please Stand
URWB - Upper Room Worship Book    UMH - United Methodist Hymnal

Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.

   

sanctUs

the memorial acclamation

amen


