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Unit: Jesus Prepares 

January 21- February 11 
 
 

Overview 
 

The Gospels don't tell us much about the time between Jesus' infancy and the 
beginning of His adult ministry.  However, the few stories we do have from this time are 
powerful ones.  There is the story from His childhood, "The boy Jesus in the Temple". 
Jesus is growing "in stature and wisdom", and showing a keen awareness of His 
Heavenly Father.   Then there is the story of Jesus' baptism, of God acknowledging and 
approving His child.  Finally, we have the story of Jesus in the wilderness, preparing for 
His ministry.  There He struggles to strengthen Himself spiritually; He overcomes 
temptation and finds power in the Word of God.  We are also preparing for the ministry 
that God gives to each of us.  May Jesus' perfect wisdom in each of these three stories 
instruct us.  May the knowledge that each of us is also God's beloved child, inspire us.  
May we then "be about our Father's business." 
 

Objectives 
 

Children will be able to express the following understandings and facts. 
• Children will know that as a child, Jesus learned the scriptures and paid attention to 

God. 
• Children will know that John the Baptist was a prophet, Jesus' cousin.  John the Baptist 

prepared the way for Jesus by preaching that people should repent of their sins and live 
as God wanted them to. 

• Children will understand that to repent is to feel sorry for your sins and want to change. 
• John the Baptist baptized people who repented and wanted to live as children of God. 
• Children will know the following stories: the boy Jesus left behind in the temple, John 

baptizing Jesus, and the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness. 
• Children will know that baptism today recognizes us as children of God. 
• Children will understand that we should resist the temptation to act in ways that are 

displeasing to God. 
 
Children will know the following Bible usage facts. 

• There are two main parts of the Bible: the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
• The Old Testament is about God's relationship with His people before Jesus. 
• The New Testament is about Jesus and the early church. 
• The first four books of the New Testament are called the Gospels. 
• The Gospels are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
• Gospels means "good news". 
• The Gospels are about the life of Jesus. 
• The story of Jesus as a boy in the temple can be found in Luke. 
• The story of Jesus' baptism is in all four Gospels, and His temptation in the wilderness 

can be found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
• A prophet is someone who speaks for God. 



 
Memory Verses 

 
Luke 2:52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.   
KJV 
 
Matthew 3:11    I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals.  He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
John 1:29b   Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! NRSV 
adapted 
 
Matthew 4:10   Jesus said to Him, “Away with you, Satan!  For it is written, ‘Worship the 
Lord your God and serve only Him.’” 
 

The DOMES 
 

BaptismDOME  Baptism Today: Minister “shows” about baptism today 
CinemaDOME  Baptism: Jesus movie and Lion King clips 
CreataDOME  Acrylic Wash: Baptism of Jesus 
RecreaDOME  Prophets Puzzle 
 

The Gatherings 
 

Week 1   Unit Introduction and Jesus as a Boy 
Week 2   A Voice in the Wilderness (Special Guest) 
Week 3   Behold, the Lamb of God (Skit) 
Week 4   Baptism Today  (Minister visits) 
Week 5   Temptation in the Wilderness (Interactive reading) 
Week 6             Preparing for Ministry – Who Am I? 
 

Unit Song 
 

"Spirit of the Living God" 
(Words and music by Daniel Iverson; United Methodist Hymnal, #393) 


