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Holding Fast. Pressing Forward.
“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 
call of God in Christ Jesus.” —Philippians 3:14 (NRSV)

A                    C H R I S T I A N  C O M M U N I T Y  B U I L D I N G  L I V E S  O F  FA I T H  A N D  S E RV I C E  F O R  
J E S U S  C H R I S T  T H R O U G H  T H R O U G H  L I F E -T R A N S F O R M I N G  W O R S H I P,  L E A R N I N G ,  A N D  S E RV I C E .

welcoming 



 2 |  CANTERBURIAN    

Welcome!
 n n

On January 7th, we officially welcomed our Interim Senior Pastor, Dr. Andy Wolfe, for 
his six-month appointment to Canterbury. Many of us may already know 

Dr. Wolfe from his over 25 years as Senior Pastor at Trinity UMC, but he and his wife, 
Dawn, also have a history right here at Canterbury. “Dawn and I were married here 

in 1978 and it has worked out wonderfully!” says Andy. Dawn was active at Canterbury 
during high school—proudly calling herself one of “Leon’s Kids”—and even worked 

as a youth assistant while she was attending Birmingham-Southern College. 
Her brother, Rhett Thompson, is also a well-known name at Canterbury, as this church 

has supported his ministry in Panama for over 35 years. 

Here’s a little more to know about Dr. Wolfe:

Welcome to Andy and Dawn Wolfe!

Alabama Roots: “I was born in Birmingham, but 
we moved to Huntsville for my high school years. I 
returned to Birmingham for college at Birmingham-
Southern, and then again after seminary for my 
appointment as an Associate Pastor at Vestavia UMC.”  

Family: “Dawn and I have two children—Matthew, 
who is a physician at Brookwood Hospital, and 
Meredith, who is married to Scott Alsabrook and is an 
attorney working at Birmingham-Southern College as 
the Director of Development & Planned Giving.”

When I’m not at Canterbury, you’ll find Dawn 
and I… “traveling, watching football—we’re a mixed 
marriage, Alabama for me, Auburn for Dawn—
spending time with friends, watching movies and 
plays, and reading.

Favorite Scripture: I have two—Romans 8:37, 
“Nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Jesus Christ our Lord,” and Philippians 3:12-16, 
“Forgetting what lies behind I press toward the goal of 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus…” 

Churches I’ve served: “My first appointment was as 

Associate Pastor at Vestavia Hills UMC, followed by 
appointments at Earnest UMC in Bessemer, Irondale 
UMC, Epworth UMC in Huntsville, First UMC in Athens, 
and then Trinity where I remained until I retired in 2015.”

     “The church was very important in my life as a 
teenager on. I had strong mentors in youth counselors 
and pastors, was active at Camp Sumatanga and in 
UMYF, and began to feel a call to ministry while I was 
in high school. That led me to attend Birmingham-
Southern, and then continue on to seminary at 
University of Edinburgh and Vanderbilt Divinity 
School,” says Andy.
     “Canterbury is a great church with a real heart for 
ministry,” he says. “It has been a leader in outreach to 
our community and the world. From Denson Franklin 
on, I have known and respected your pastors as 
leaders, and as men and women of great faith. It is an 
honor to share ministry with you for this season.
     “My hope is to work with you in preparing the 
ground for your next phase in ministry. As an Interim 
Pastor, I see my role as helping to focus on the 
church’s mission and purpose, to claim its strengths, 
and to look forward to what God wants to do through 
this great congregation.”

Additional Team Leaders

Canterbury’s 2018 Lay Leaders
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2018 Lay Leadership 
 n n

Traditional Worship
Sally Yeilding

Contemporary Worship 
Cindy Bowron

New Traditions Worship
Grace Nesmith

Outreach
Mary Frances Somerall

Building & Grounds
Bo Tranum

Lucille Beeson Trust
Bill McDougald 

Children’s Ministry
Elizabeth Winger

Youth Ministry
Mary Virginia Mandell

Young Adults
Jennifer Precise

Mature Adults
Jane Malloch

Communications
Betsy French

Child Development Center Board
Linda Stone

Radical Hospitality
Steve Hall 

President of United  
Methodist Women
Nora Manderson

Additional Team Leaders

Church Council Leader
Kevin Alexander

Church Council Co-Leader
Leon Ashford

Lay Leader
Elizabeth Dunn

Team Leader for Finance
James Ruzic

Team Leader for  
Staff Parish Relations

John Clark

Team Leader for Trustees/
Canterbury Foundation

Harlan Prater

Canterbury’s 2018 Lay Leaders
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2018 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
This past fall, we gathered and joyfully celebrated 150 years of Canterbury, highlighting 

the programs, people, and traditions that have made this church great.  
Now is the time for us to look forward to the next 150 years, starting with this year, 2018.

     “Canterbury is in a time of 
transition,” says Bains Fleming, 
Canterbury’s 2018 Stewardship 
Chairman. “As we make transitions 
and in order to move forward in our 
faith journey, a lot of times we have 
to—as Paul told the Philippians in 
Philippians 3—put the past behind 
us and look forward. But not all 
the past. We need to hold on to 
the good things that we’ve built. 
Canterbury is committed to holding 
on to those things. 
     “But while staying true to what 
this place is and who the people are, 
we have to also continue to look to 
what we need to do moving forward. 
Now is the time to set the stage for 
the growth of this church in all kinds 
of ways. Not just with numbers at 
worship services or amounts in the 
collection plate, but in ALL ways, as 
we move this church forward and grow 
this place in a direction that is—as 
Paul talks about— toward the heavenly 
calling of being Christ followers.”
     And that’s why we need YOU! 
Canterbury builds its yearly budget 
based solely on the amount of the 

pledge commitments it receives. 
From VBS and Confirmation to Bible 
studies and outreach efforts, these 
programs can only exist through 
the resources received by us, its 
members. Throughout January, 
we’re asking everyone to think about 
this church we love and prayerfully 
make our financial commitments to 
its continued strength. 
     “This isn’t a time to sit back on 
the sidelines and wait and see what 
happens,” says Bains. “We know 
we are in the midst of change, and 
with that change we are going to 
be moving forward in a great new 
direction. We need everyone to be 
a part of that move forward, and 
right now, the way you can be a part 
of that is to pledge your financial 
commitment to Canterbury. 
     “We all love this place and 
we need to show that support 
now more than ever. Our hope 
is that over the next several 
weeks families will give prayerful 
considerations of what God is 
leading them to do. I think when 
everyone does that, we will say, 

‘wow, it’s amazing that people are 
so behind this church!’”
     Watch your mailboxes for a 
special mailing containing your 
pledge card, join us in worship 
throughout the month, spend time 
prayerfully considering what you 
can give, and plan on sharing your 
commitment in a celebratory all-
together worship on Canterbury 
Sunday, February 4. “It’s going to 
be an awesome experience when 
we can say together, ‘we’re all in on 
what Canterbury is doing and what 
we know we can make this place 
be’,” says Bains. “Come feel the 
power that this church has.”

Stewardship
 n

Holding Fast. Pressing Forward.

NAME

ADDRESS

SIGNATURE      DATE

Grateful Hearts: 

Grateful Hands:

Grateful Lives:

This estimate of giving may be adjusted by a call to the church office should your circumstances change.

For electronic transfers, please go to our website www.canterburyumc.org/giving.
___ Please check here if you would like information on Planned Giving to the Canterbury Foundation.

Our estimated commitment to the ministries of Canterbury for 2018 is:

     $

for

Holding fast. Pressing forward.

We are grateful to God for His gift of life to us,  
and His unconditional love for us and for all of creation.  
In response to Jesus’ command to love one another, 
we dedicate ourselves to the service of others. 
In order to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 
souls, and minds, we give our lives in gratitude to Him. 

“Not that I have already obtained this 
or have already reached the goal; but 
I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize 
of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let those of us then who are 
mature be of the same mind; and if you 
think differently about anything, this 
too God will reveal to you. Only let us 
hold fast to what we have attained.” 
  —Philippians 3:12-16 (NRSV)
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Outreach
 n

For any questions and group registering information, contact 
Cindy McDougald at cindy.mcdougald@canterburyumc.org. 

Stewardship

It’s time again for 
everyone’s favorite meal 
packaging event! Now 
called Rise Against 
Hunger, this yearly 
outreach event brings 
together people of all 
generations for the 
important cause of 
feeding hungry children 
around the globe. This 

year we’ll be filling Canterbury Hall with a frenzy of 
hauling, measuring, scooping, and sealing—plus lots 
of music, laughing, and good fun—as we pack over 
300,000 meals.
     We’ll also be welcoming back our partner church St. 
Luke’s, as well as volunteers from local schools, the 
Birmingham Islamic Society, and various organizations 
from the community. And… we’ll mark another packing 

milestone as we surpass the three millionth meal mark 
of meals packed here at Canterbury! 
     1½ to 2-hour volunteer shifts are available from 
1:30-9:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 11, from 6:30 
a.m.-8:00 p.m. on Monday, February 12, and from 6:30-
11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 13. There are jobs 
appropriate for every age and times to accommodate 
any schedule. Come as a family, invite your friends, 
and join us for this amazing community event! 
     Financial donations are also appreciated. While 
each meal costs just 29 cents, packing 300,000 meals 
makes the overall cost of this event close to $90,000. 
Some funds come from the Canterbury Outreach 
budget, as well as from St. Luke’s, but we rely on the 
generous donations from members of our congregation 
and community to help us cover the complete cost. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 —
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

Location: 
CANTERBURY HALL AT CANTERBURY UMC

Sign up now for

Register and donate today at www.canterburyumc.org/events-calendar/riseagainsthunger18.

“815 MILLION  
people in the world 

don’t get the  
food they need to  
live a healthy life.”  

 
—2017 FAO Stats
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Enrichment

CHILDREN
  LAMBs for 3-4 Year Olds 
  Room C117
  This is a fun-filled class for our preschoolers to    
  discover more about God through Lessons, Art, and  
  Music for Beginners (LAMBs)

CAMP Wednesday for 5K-2nd graders
  Room C210
  CAMP (Children’s Activity and Missions Program)  
  is a time for younger elementary students to engage  
  in a variety of activities they learn how their story fits  
  into God’s story and how they can love others  
  through outreach.

CAMP 345 for 3rd-5th graders 
  Room 307
  CAMP (Children’s Activity and Missions Program)  
  for our upper elementary students.

Confirmation Students 
  Room M117
  Students will dive deeper into our faith and learn  
  about Canterbury.

YOUTH
Meet in the Youth Room, M109, after dinner and then  
move into separate classrooms for Small Group Bible  
Studies. A variety of options are offered for students 
in both Junior and Senior High.

ADULTS 
Session 1 Classes:  
January 10-February 7 (unless noted)
   
Paul’s Pastoral Letters, led by Lisa Donnell
  Room A123

The Book of Revelation, led by Paul McCracken
  Room M226  
  Take a look at Revelation’s background and how  
 this book has been used–and misused–over the  
 centuries. 

Boundaries with Kids, led by Rev. Monica Harbarger,  
  Executive Director of United Counseling  
   Room M228

Bible Study with Jordan Gervin and Ernie Wood 
  Room M227

 

Knit Wits  
  Room M202
  Put your hands and hearts to use during this time of    
  fellowship knitting prayer shawls for those who are  
  sick or in need.

Bells of Canterbury 
  Room M119
  Come join Canterbury’s handbell choir.  
  Beginners welcome!

DivorceCare Support Group
  10 weeks beginning January 17, 6:00 – 7:30 pm    
  (childcare available) 
  Room M229 
  Led by people who understand what you are going  
  through and want to help, through this support group  
  you will learn how to heal from the deep hurt of  
  divorce and discover hope for your future.  
 
Session 2 Classes: 
February 21-April 18 (no classes March 28)

Paul’s Pastoral Letters, led by Lisa Donnell
  Room A123

Live Your Strengths, led by Sheryl Thornton 
  Room M226
  Discover your top 5 strengths and explore how to  
  maximize them in your relationships, vocation,  
  and ministry. 

Lenten Study, led by Tori Hastings 
  Room M228

Bible Study with Jordan Gervin and Ernie Wood 
  Room M227

Knit Wits 
  Room M20

Bells of Canterbury 
  Room M119

 
 

Wednesday’s Family Night begins again THIS Wednesday and there is a wide variety of small groups 
that are beginning new studies all month long! Check out all the offerings below and come join us for 
these wonderful opportunities to learn, grow spiritually, and be in fellowship with others. 

Winter Family Night and Small  
Groups Kick Off This Week!

Special Wednesday Night Dates to Note
February 14/Ash Wednesday 

Dinner followed by Ash Wednesday worship service in the 
Sanctuary. No other programming. Nursery provided.

  March 28/Spring Break No dinner or activities. 
April 25/Church-Wide Service Night 

Dinner followed by a family service project. Nursery provided.

Family Night 
Wednesdays, January 10—April 25 | Dinner in Canterbury Hall begins at 5 p.m.; 

$7/adults, $3/youth and children, $20 family max | Classes and Activities from 6-7 p.m. 
To register for classes, visit www.canterburyumc.org/FamilyNight
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Clark Center for Theological Studies 
  Sundays, 5:00 p.m., Room M226
  Session 1, January 14-February 18:  
  The Old Testament, led by Rev. Ted Leach 
 
 Session 2, February 25-April 8:  
 (no class April 1, Easter Sunday)
   Understanding Jesus, led by Dr. Fischer Humphreys

Young Women’s Bible Study
  Led by Elizabeth Dunn and Betsy French
  Mondays, 10-11:30 a.m., Room A123
  Beginning January 8:
  Disciple Fast Track, New Testament

Laura Sisson’s Bible Study
  Tuesdays, 9-10:45 a.m., Room A123
  January 9-February 13:
  Moses, In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet  
  by Adam Hamilton

  February 20-March 20:
 Lent Study

 April 3-May 22:
 Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a   
 Controversial Rabbi by Amy-Jill Levine

Betty Gunn’s Bible Study
 Tuesdays, 10-11:30 a.m., Room M229
 February 6-27:
 Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and     
  Generosity by Adam Hamilton

Sacred Echo (UAB)
  2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,  
  UAB Pastoral Care Facility, Beginning January 9

Core Disciples—Mens Bible Study
  Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 a.m., Room M116

Generations Bible Study  
(formerly the Mother’s Bible Study)
  Led by Suzanne Payne and Betty McKewen
  Wednesdays, 9:15-11:15 a.m., Room M227
  Beginning January 24:
  Discerning the Voice of God by Priscilla Shirer

 Beginning March 14:
 The Gospel of Mark: The Jesus We’re Aching For 
 by Lisa Harper

Bette Owen’s Bible Study
  Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Room M226
  January 10-February 14:
  Moses, In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet by    
  Adam Hamilton

 February 28-April 25
 Malachi: A Love That Never Lets Go by Lisa Harper

Living Bible Study (Ladies Bible Study Group)
  Thursdays, 8-10:00 a.m., Room A123
  Beginning January 11:
  1 Peter, A Living Hope in Christ by Jen Wilkin

Women at the Well
  Thursdays, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Room M209
  February 1-March 8:
  Fight Back with Joy by Margaret Feinburg

Small Groups & Bible Studies
For more information or to register, visit www.canterburyumc.org/small-groups or contact  

Ellen Thomas at ellen.thomas@canterburyumc.org;  205/874-1533. 
Childcare is available during many of these small groups. Please indicate your childcare needs when you register.
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Through Festival of Three Kings, we provided the families of 100 local children with the Christmas gifts they 
had requested to give to their children. For over 25 years, Festival of Three Kings has been a great opportunity 
for us to connect with other local Methodist churches—Trinity, Bluff Park, Highlands, and Pleasant Grove—in 
meaningful outreach to the community. 

Our pilot year of Samaritan Place Market: A Christmas Village was a big success. Shoppers from the 
four participating agencies all commented on how incredibly helpful this market was to their family’s budget, 
and were excited to shop for just the right gifts for their children. Director of Outreach Rachel Estes shares, 
“One poignant example is a woman who told us she had a $15 doll on layaway at Walmart. She came to shop 
at Christmas Village and was able to buy the same doll for just $3! It was a magical moment and a sobering 
reminder of the fragile financial status of many working community members.” The gifts that were left after 
Christmas Village were shared with Urban Ministries, the YWCA, and families dealing with domestic violence 
at HICA. This was truly a blessing that rippled way beyond the initial community! We are excited to be building 
towards this outreach model and look forward to next year as we plan to expand our Christmas Village by 
partnering with even more ministries! 

Special thanks to Courtland Davis and Attic Plus Storage for their donation of storage containers. 

Thank you 

205.871.4695
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
www.CanterburyUMC.org 
 
DIRECTIONS
Off Highway 280, at Brookwood Mall, take Mountain Brook 
Parkway east to Overbrook Road and turn left. 
 
MINISTERS 
Dr. Andrew Wolfe
Rev. Warren Nash
Rev. Sam Williamson
Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Rev. Tori Hastings  
Bishop-in-Residence, Dr. Mike Watson

350 Overbrook Road,
P.O. Box 130699
Birmingham, Alabama 35213-0699  
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TWO WAYS TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS

All gifts are due by November 26th

Festival 
of Three 

Kings
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FOR GENEROUSLY CONTRIBUTING TO  
CANTERBURY’S HOLIDAY OUTREACH PROGRAMS!


