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A                    C H R I S T I A N  C O M M U N I T Y  B U I L D I N G  L I V E S  O F  FA I T H  A N D  S E RV I C E  F O R  
J E S U S  C H R I S T  T H R O U G H  T H R O U G H  L I F E -T R A N S F O R M I N G  W O R S H I P,  L E A R N I N G ,  A N D  S E RV I C E .

welcoming 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, forever.
Amen.
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     Retired Bishop of London Richard Chartres has 
written that, “Lent is the springtime of the Church 
year, a period of preparation for Easter. God’s gift to 
us in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the sending 
of the Spirit is life in all its fullness, but we know that 
there remains an undertow in daily life that carries 
us away into negativity and forgetfulness. Our lives 
become old again. We need an annual review.” 
Another writer refers to Lent as a time for Spring-
cleaning. It is a time to sweep away the cobwebs and 
remove the clutter that we have accumulated in life.
     Lent offers us this time to review and renew. Based 
on the forty days that Jesus spent in prayer and 
preparation in the wilderness, Christians join Jesus 
on retreat. We enter a special season of reflection, 
prayer, and spiritual redirection. We spiritually make 
a pilgrimage to the cross with Jesus, in order that we 
might come to experience his love more fully. Lent 
gives us the opportunity to practice the disciplines 

of faith that bring us closer to God: worship, prayer, 
fasting, special acts of giving, and service. 
     At Canterbury, our Lenten journey together will 
focus on prayer. The sermon series will look at the 
Lord’s Prayer, which is a model for all of our prayer. 
There are studies on prayer available for small groups 
and Sunday School classes and special worship 
services planned throughout the season.
     It is my prayer that as a congregation, we will 
covenant together a specific way to make this a time 
of spiritual growth for our entire congregation. You will 
find information on our Lenten Covenant and special 
services and opportunities in the following pages.

Dr. Andrew Wolfe
Interim Senior Pastor

The Season of Lent

The Canterbury Lenten Covenant
    

 Lent is a season that invites us to give increased attention to those ways in which we grow  
in the grace and knowledge of God. We invite and challenge you to enter into The Canterbury 

Lenten Covenant, which centers on the classic spiritual disciplines of Christian faith: 

1

2

3

4

Pray daily.

Read the scriptures daily,  
using the provided guide.

 

Attend worship weekly and receive 
Holy Communion frequently.

Engage in acts of service. 
(ex.: assist an elderly neighbor, send 
notes of encouragement, etc.)   
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     Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, has 
written that if someone said, ‘Give me a summary of 
the Christian faith on the back of an envelope,’ the best 
thing to do would be to write the Lord’s Prayer. Bishop 
Will Willimon writes, “Who is a Christian? The best 
answer you can give is, ‘A Christian is none other than 
someone who has learned to pray the Lord’s Prayer.’”
     Of course, what they are referring to is more than 
just saying the words. To truly pray is to learn to bend 
our lives to God, and allow God to shape us. For 
this reason, Rowan warns us that the Lord’s Prayer 
is not an easy prayer. He writes, “It is not a prayer 
that pretends; it is a prayer that requires our lives to 
change. It requires that we become different sorts of 
people, but it acknowledges that will only happen when 
we learn how to depend freely and lovingly on the God 
who’s made himself Our Father.”
     Because of this the Lord’s Prayer is a radical prayer. 
It challenges our assumptions about who we are, 
who God is, and what the world is like. What is being 

prayed for is a radical change—in us and for our world. 
We are praying for God’s kingdom to come and God’s 
will to be done in a world that is more often at odds 
with God’s will.
     The Lord’s Prayer also serves as a model, or a 
template, for all prayer. “When you pray, pray like this,” 
Jesus said. Christian prayer is always addressed to The 
Father. It’s always prayed from where Jesus stands. 
All prayer acknowledges our frailty, our needs, and 
our dependency on God. All prayer makes us aware of 
the necessity of forgiveness. During Lent, we join the 
disciples in asking Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  
     Join us each Sunday morning throughout Lent 
as we more deeply explore the Lord’s Prayer by 
separately examining each part. If you’re unable to 
join us in person, live stream of worship services 
and audio of all sermons are available at www.
canterburyumc.org/livestream or through the 
Canterbury app. 

Lenten Sermon Series:  
The Lord’s Prayer

ASH WEDNESDAY 
WORSHIP SERVICES
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Noon in the Chapel
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

 
The season of Lent is marked with a special 

service making use of ashes, the Biblical  
sign of repentance. Join us for one of our 

two Ash Wednesday services. Additionally, 
Wednesday night dinner will be served from  
5-6 p.m. No other programming scheduled. 

Nursery provided. 

LENTEN SERMON SERIES: 
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Sunday, February 18  
“Teach Us To Pray”

Sunday, February 25  
“Our Father”

Sunday, March 4  
“Hallowed Be Your Name”

Sunday, March 11  
“Give Us Our Daily Bread

Sunday, March 18 
“Forgive Us Our Trespasses”

Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday  
“Deliver Us From Evil”

 
Sunday, April 1: Easter Sunday  

“Yours Is The Kingdom, Power, and Glory Forever”
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Sunday School Classes and Small Groups
We encourage you to continue the focus  
of the Lord’s Prayer during your Sunday School  
and small group studies. Here are two  
recommended resources:  

Lord, Teach Us: The Lord’s 
Prayer & the Christian Life  
by Will Willimon and  
Stanley Hauerwas
This resource studies the Lord’s 
Prayer line-by-line. It has 10 
chapters, so participants would 
need to read 2 each week.  
A separate leader’s guide  
provides discussion questions  
for group sessions.
 
The Lord’s Prayer: Jesus 
Teaches Us How to Pray  
by Mary Lou Redding
This 6-chapter resource is more  
in-depth with additional scripture 
reading and daily reflections. Each 
book contains the leader’s guide.

Both of these resources are available  
in the Resource Center or by  
contacting Ellen Thomas at  

          ellen.thomas@canterburyumc.org. 
 
Sunday Mornings with Canterbury Ministers
Learning to Pray
Sundays, February 18-March 25 from 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
Wesley Hall

Monday Mornings with Paul McCracken
The First Holy Week
Mondays, February 26-March 26 at 10:00 a.m. 
Believers’ Classroom
This study will examine the events that occurred in 
Jerusalem from Jesus’ entry into the city on the first 
Palm Sunday through the day of the Resurrection. 
We will consider these events through the eyes of 
archaeology, history, and the laws that governed 
Jerusalem of the first century. You may encounter 
some surprises on this journey but this class will 
help you experience Holy Week 2018 in a new and 
meaningful way. 

Wednesday Nights with Rev. Tori Hastings
The Lord’s Prayer
Wednesdays, beginning February 21 from 6-7 p.m. 
Room M228
This study will follow along with our Sunday sermon 
series, providing the opportunity to dive even deeper. 

Lenten Adult 
Study Opportunities

Open to children of all ages! We’ll have various 
playgrounds and parking areas designated for 
different age groups. After the egg hunts, join us in 
Canterbury Hall for games, crafts, refreshments, 
and even a special appearance by the Easter 
Bunny. Children will also have the opportunity to 
have their picture taken with the Easter Bunny, with 
photos uploaded to the church’s Shutterfly account 
so families can download them for free. 

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 11 from 3-4:30 p.m.

Lenten Special Events

Requiems 
by Fauré and Duruflé

Presented by Sursum Corda and Members  
of the Alabama Symphony Orchestra

Lester Seigel, conductor

Sunday, February 25 at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

free admission 
Childcare available by reservation only at 205/874-1546.
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Lenten Outreach Opportunities
Easter Baskets
Help us fill and deliver 150 Easter baskets for moms 
and children at King’s Home, Children’s Harbor, 
and the Avondale STAIR program. Empty baskets 
and shopping suggestions will be available in the 
Commons Area on Sunday, February 25. Filled 
baskets are due back by Sunday, March 11.
For more information, contact Cindy McDougald,
cindy.mcdougald@canterburyumc.org.

Tired of being “FROZEN”?  
Let It Go Spring-Cleaning Initiative
Let US help YOU clean out and lighten your load! 
Throughout Lent, we’ll have various opportunities 
for you to unload those unwanted things filling your 
wallets, cabinets, closets, and garages, while making 
a positive difference in the lives of others. Watch for 
more information on donation boxes and drop-off 
events including:
 • a King Homes Donation Box for gently used  
  clothing and shoes in the parking lot between  
  February 16-March 30! 
 • an unused or partially used gift card drive, that helps  
  us turn your unused cards into money we can  
  use for direct assistance requests. Drop off cards  
  at the reception desk, outside worship, or at the  
  Outreach office from February 14-March 31.
 • secure paper shredding and electronics destruction  
  on Sunday, March 18 from 1-3 p.m. only!

 • outdated prescription medicine collection on   
  Sundays, March 4 and March 11. Look for collection  
  boxes outside worship or behind the reception desk.
 • old and outgrown bike drive for the Trips for Kids  
  bike refurbishing organization from March 11-24.  
  ANY CONDITION! Drop off by dumpsters near  
  small parking lot!

Children’s Offering
Our Lenten offering this year is for chickens with 
Heifer International. We will be using quarter tubes 
and asking children to bring quarters each Sunday 
throughout Lent.

Youth Offering
We’ll be collecting change for Water is Basic, helping 
to put clean, safe water within reasonable access for 
every person in South Sudan.

Congregational MOR Offering
Canterbury’s special Mission Outreach United Appeal 
(MOR) Fund holds one of its two annual offerings during 
the season of Lent. This year’s Lenten MOR offering 
will be distributed to Fair Haven, Avondale Samaritan 
Place, and direct assistance. Watch for additional 
information in your mailbox and join us in supporting 
these important ministries. 

Easter Sunday, April 1 
  7:00 a.m. Son-Rise Service at Hillside Chapel
  8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
  8:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship in Canterbury Center
   
  9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all
  A favorite Canterbury tradition, children of all ages are  
  invited to bring flowers to decorate wooden crosses  
  in Martha’s Garden. Once filled with flowers, these  
  crosses make a beautiful spot for family pictures after  
  the church services.  

  10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
  10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship in Canterbury Center

 

Beginning on Palm Sunday, Holy Week recalls the 
last week of Jesus’ earthly ministry, ending with his 
crucifixion on Good Friday. In addition to Sunday worship, 
Canterbury’s Holy Week observance includes noontime 
services Monday through Friday, as well as evening 
services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 

Monday, March 26  
  with Rev. Sherri Harris 12-12:25 p.m. in the Chapel
Tuesday, March 27  
  with Rev. Nathan Carden, 12-12:25 p.m. in the Chapel 
Wednesday, March 28   
  with Dr. Tyler Christiansen, 12-12:25 p.m. in the Chapel 
Maundy Thursday, March 29   
  Noon in the Chapel and 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
  (with Service of Holy Communion)
Good Friday, March 30  Noon in the Sanctuary and  
  6 p.m. in Canterbury Center

Holy Week Worship Services

Special Lenten Offerings
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SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS NEEDED! 
Help our auction be a huge success! All donations are tax-deductible! 

If you or your business has an item or service to donate, please contact Jane at 913-2648. 

Events
 n

     Join us on March 18th as Canterbury Hall is again 
transformed into a colorful Spring extravaganza, 
as Canterbury’s women create a room of beautiful 
tablescapes. From the elegant to the whimsical, 
you never know what you’ll see, but you’ll always be 
surprised and delighted. 
     Celebrating its fifth year, Sweet Tea & Tablescapes 
is a wonderful time for all generations of women to 
come together in fellowship and purpose. The UMW’s 
main mission is to provide support and resources to 
organizations that strive to benefit the lives of women, 
children, and youth. “Every penny we raise goes to 
missions, and that’s the most fun part,” says Event Co-
Chair Jane Malloch. “To be able to help these agencies 
that are so appreciative and very conscientious of how 
they spend their funds is why we do all this. Through them, 
we are able to support women, children, and youth here in 
Birmingham, across our state, and around the world.”
     Last year, the event raised over $27,000, allowing 
Canterbury’s UMW to provide financial gifts to over 20 
organizations, including Camp Sumatanga, STAIR (Start 
the Adventure in Reading), Heart Gallery Alabama, The 
Wellhouse, Alabama CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates for children), and our missions in Panama. 
     The afternoon event kicks off with the popular fern 
sale of Boston and Kimberly Queen ferns, a bake sale 

of beautifully wrapped homemade pound cakes, and a 
treasure-packed silent auction. You won’t want to miss 
the chance to bid on vacation rentals, original artwork 
and handmade goods, beauty services, gift cards to local 
businesses, Nick Saban and Gus Malzahn signed footballs, 
and much more. Additionally, each UMW Circle is again 
donating themed baskets with a variety of fun themes. 
     Following the auction, enjoy Debbie Lofton’s delicious 
sweet and savory treats and a performance by the 
always entertaining Kristi Tingle Higginbotham and 
Jan D. Hunter of The Hot Tamales. Canterbury Hall will 
be open during the entire event for guests to wander 
through and admire all of the amazing tablescapes, 
so you can gather lots of ideas to try at home. “Sweet 
Tea & Tablescapes is such an enjoyable social time 
for the women of our church,” says Event Co-Chair 
Charla Mobley. “And, it’s always fascinating to see all 
the creative ideas that Canterbury’s talented women 
come up with for their tables. Come be a part of this fun 
afternoon as you join us in support of women, children, 
and youth. We hope to see you there.”

Sweet Tea & Tablescapes
CANTERBURY UMW’S ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT

Sunday, March 18
2-3:15 p.m.—Silent Auction and Fern & Bake Sale in the Commons Areas

3:30 p.m.—Tea & Treats with entertainment by The Hot Tamales

  
TABLESCAPES 
TEA &

United Methodist Women
AT CANTERBURY

Single tickets ($25) available now at the Reception Desk! 
Purchase a table for 10 ($250) by contacting Jane Malloch, 
jmalloch@bellsouth.net, 913-2648 or Charla Mobley, 
cemobley1014@gmail.com, 994-0699.
Pre-order ferns ($15/each) by contacting Laura Millsap at 
lauramillsap@gmail.com.
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Please join us in welcoming our newest 
additions to the Canterbury family!

Cindy & Richard Anderson
Kayden (not pictured)

Sarah Beth Combs & 
Chas Mason

Sharon, Stephen 
& Laura Cox

Kate Duncan
Liam & Madeline (not pictured)

Laura & David Fromme Leigh Huber (with husband 
Hamilton, member)
Annie (not pictured)

Events

Matt & Ellen Mitchell

Phil & Virginia Butler

Thomas & Leighton  
DeBray Harry & Whit

Brendan Harlan

Julie & RJ Russell

Eric Carlson (with wife  
Kendal) Theo (not pictured)

Mary Ellen Dixon

Meredith Hoffmann
Ian, Alexander & Tatom  

(not pictured)

Anne & Campbell Williams Nicole Williams

Claire & Chris Williamson

Brittany Black & 
Patrick Gadilhe

Allison Dahlberg & 
Ryan Shearouse

Bill & Beth Hamer

Robert & Anna Powell
Harding, James & Sarah 

(not pictured)

Leta Woller

CONSIDERING MEMBERSHIP AT CANTERBURY?  
For information on the Beginnings membership program, contact  
Becky King at becky.king@canterburyumc.org or 205/874-1520.
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Thank you to all that joined us and committed your pledges on Canterbury Sunday. It was such a great 
celebration of this church and a glimpse of its bright future, as, together, we press forward and launch into 
Canterbury’s next 150 years. Thanks to your planned financial giving, Canterbury is able to finalize its 2018 
operating budget, ensuring the strength of the ministries and missions important to all of us.  

If you weren’t able to join us or haven’t yet had the opportunity to make your Estimate of Giving for 2018, you 
may visit canterburyumc.org/giving or contact Jan Coats in the Finance Office at jan.coats@canterburyumc.org 
or 205.874-1551. Your response is important!

205.871.4695
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
www.CanterburyUMC.org 
 
DIRECTIONS
Off Highway 280, at Brookwood Mall, take Mountain Brook 
Parkway east to Overbrook Road and turn left. 
 
MINISTERS 
Dr. Andrew Wolfe
Rev. Warren Nash
Rev. Sam Williamson
Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Rev. Tori Hastings  
Bishop-in-Residence, Dr. Mike Watson

350 Overbrook Road,
P.O. Box 130699
Birmingham, Alabama 35213-0699  

BIRMINGHAM AL 
PERMIT NO 2514

NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION  
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

“I PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL FOR THE PRIZE OF THE HEAVENLY CALL OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS.”  
—PHILIPPIANS 3:14 (NRSV)

for

Holding fast. Pressing forward.


