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“Ah, dearest Jesus,  
holy Child, Make Thee 
a bed, soft, undefiled 
Within my heart that 
it may be, A quiet 
chamber kept for Thee.” 
—Lyric attributed  
    to Martin Luther
 

In the season of Advent, we are preparing for the 
Incarnation that came about when Jesus was born 
into our world, and that continues to come about 
when Jesus is born into our hearts. The Incarnation 
is the story of God becoming a human being and 
living among us so that he could show us how to 
live.  Accepting Jesus into our hearts means that 
we allow Jesus to reside in our flesh so that Jesus’ 
life in this world can continue through us. It’s a two-
step process—Jesus coming into our hearts and 
then, our hearts growing in love for the people that 
Jesus loved.  

I fear that most people stop with the first step of 
allowing Jesus into their hearts. Then, assuming 
they have their ticket to heaven stamped, they 
continue to love only those people they find 
acceptable to their standard. That is NOT the 
Incarnation of which the Bible speaks. Paul, in  
his letter to the Corinthians, assured them that 
having Jesus in their lives changes everything— 
it changes what they think, where they go, whom 
they love, and how they exist in the world. Having 
Jesus in your heart transforms your heart!

I think it’s easy to accept Jesus into our hearts 
and then to hide him away, only to pull him out 
on Sunday morning or when we want to look 
more spiritual. For many people, Jesus is a 
hidden treasure that is accessed only in case of 
emergency. How tragic it is that most of us choose 
to live life on our terms—shutting God out until 
we’ve run out of solutions.

What would it be like if each of us chose to live 
every day with a full and conscious awareness that 
we are to be living our lives on behalf of Jesus? 
What difference would it make in the choices we 
make if we were deciding what to do based on 
what we think Jesus would do? Not just imitating 
Jesus’ behavior, but embodying the heart and 
Spirit of Jesus Christ?

If you want to make Christmas special this year, 
then commit to giving Jesus full reign in your 
heart—allow the Incarnation to be made manifest 
in you. Love the people Jesus loves (and that 
includes loving your Self!). Serve the people Jesus 
would serve. And be the person Jesus would 
be in your circumstances. Let the love of Jesus 
shine through you—don’t hide him away. In that 
way, we’ll be putting Christ back into Christmas—
Immanuel—God WITH us.

Rev. Dale R. Cohen, Senior Pastor

Hidden Treasure
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. 

Test yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you?” 
(2 Corinthians 13:5a, NRSV)

See more articles from Rev. Dale Cohen’s blog @ canterburyumc.org/blogs.

A                    C H R I S T I A N  C O M M U N I T Y  B U I L D I N G  L I V E S  O F  FA I T H  A N D  S E RV I C E  F O R  
J E S U S  C H R I S T  T H R O U G H  L I F E -T R A N S F O R M I N G  W O R S H I P,  L E A R N I N G  A N D  S E R V I C E

welcoming 
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Advent Worship Series
 n n

Advent is a season of waiting…a season of expecting…a season of hoping. It’s also 
a season that often exposes the deepest longings of our hearts. The word “advent” 

comes from the Latin word for coming. During Advent, we long for the  
coming of Christ to fill our hearts and world with hope, peace, joy, and love. 

This Advent season, we imagine what the  
world could be like when we look to the future 

with hope, peace, joy, and love. 

“One of the things that makes us uniquely human and 
different from all of God’s other creatures is our ability 
to imagine,” says Senior Pastor Dale Cohen. “There 
are both good and bad aspects of that, because while 
we have the ability to imagine things getting better, we 
unfortunately can also imagine things getting worse. 
As Christians, our thoughts about the future should 
be shaped more by who God is, rather than by the 
situations we find ourselves surrounded by. Ultimately 
the story of Christmas is the story of God coming 
alongside us and helping us to create a better future 
for everyone.”

“As Advent is the time when we prepare our hearts 
for the birth of Jesus, it’s the perfect time to imagine 
the world not only as it is right now, but as Scripture 

promises it to be when Jesus is fully revealed to us,” 
says Associate Pastor Tori Hastings. “This Advent 
season, just like we allow our imaginations to guide 
us as we decorate our homes and make preparations 
for many occasions of hospitality, we want to use our 
imaginations to prepare our lives, our church, and our 
world for the full experience of Christ with us.” 
 
“Being at Canterbury during Christmas just seems to add 
more meaning and fulfillment in the midst of all the other 
craziness of the season. It allows us to center ourselves 
on the core message of Christmas,” says Dale. We invite 
you to join us throughout these four weeks of Advent as, 
together, we experience the coming of Christ, and the 
power of the hope, peace, joy, and love that he brings to 
change our hearts, lives, and world.

Imagine
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 3 

IMAGINE HOPE

Scripture Lesson:  
1 John 3: 1-3

“The hopes and fears of 
all the years are met in 
thee tonight.” This time of 
year some of our deepest 
longings emerge within 
our hearts. Advent allows 
us time to pause, focus 
on the hopes we have for 
our lives and the world, 
and imagine the coming 
of Jesus Christ on whom 
all of our hopes rest and 
are realized.  

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 10      

IMAGINE PEACE

Scripture Lesson: 
Luke 1: 76-79

As anticipated as 
this time of year is, 
disruptions abound. We 
long for the peacefulness 
of the season we 
sing about in Advent 
hymns and carols. Is 
peace even possible 
inside when our lives 
get hectic and there is 
chaos around us? When 
the gospel of Jesus 
Christ invades our lives, 
peace overcomes and 
overwhelms.   

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 17     

IMAGINE JOY

Scripture Lesson: 
Luke 1: 46-55 
(Mary’s Song)

Some of us are joyful at 
the very thought of the 
holiday season, while 
others of us have to 
will ourselves into the 
festivities. The good 
news for all of us is that 
joy is a gift from God 
through Jesus Christ 
that is available to all 
regardless of where we 
find ourselves on the 
Christmas spirit scale.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 24    

IMAGINE LOVE

Scripture Lesson: 
Romans 8:38-39

The season of Advent is 
an invitation to imagine 
a world set right, a world 
infused with not just the 
spirit of Christmas but 
the Spirit of God. Love is 
how that world becomes 
a reality. In Jesus, God 
delivers love to us and 
invites us to allow love to 
be delivered through us 
into the world.

SUNDAYS, DECEMBER 3, 10, 17, AND 24
  8:15 a.m.   New Traditions Worship in the Chapel
10:30 a.m.   Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:30 a.m.   Contemporary Worship in Canterbury Center 

CANTERBURY’S CHRISTMAS EVE 
COMMUNION & CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
   3:00 p.m. in Canterbury Center   5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary   11:00 p.m. in the Chapel

Advent Worship Series
 n n

IMAGINE  • ADVENT 2017 • WORSHIP SCHEDULE
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MOR OFFERING 2017
Canterbury’s special Mission Outreach United Appeal (MOR) Fund holds its two annual offerings during  

the seasons of Advent and Lent. This year’s Advent MOR offering will be distributed to four programs that  
are near and dear to the Canterbury family: the United Methodist Children’s Home (UMCH), Encore  
Respite Ministry, Carpenter’s Hands, and Rise Against Hunger (formerly named Stop Hunger Now).  

Watch for additional information in your mailboxes and join us in supporting these important ministries.

UNITED METHODIST 
CHILDREN’S HOME’S 
White Christmas Offering
No Greater Gift Than a Place to  
Call Home
UMCH’s president Blake Horne 
shares these words: “Home 
means different things to different 
people—especially the children we 
serve at UMCH. For some of our 
children, “home” is more concrete. 
It means returning to their parents 
after we work alongside them to 
make the home as safe and secure 

as possible. For others “home” is 
something they long for—perhaps 
even feel—but can’t really visualize. 
The pain and grief of the past 
clouds their ability to see. Only 
the Grace of Jesus Christ made 
available through the homes you 
help us provide full of unconditional 
love, structure, and consistency will 
enable them to realize the dream.
“But one thing all United Methodists 
can agree upon at Christmas is that 
our “homes” extend beyond the 
walls where we lay our heads each 

evening. Every year, we relive the 
miracle of Christmas by taking the 
orphaned and vulnerable children 
of Alabama and Northwest Florida  
as our own to name and protect. 
“Each year through the White 
Christmas offering, we ask you 
to play a part in God’s Kingdom, 
just as Mary and Joseph did over 
2000 years ago. We ask this of you 
because the Christmas story teaches 
us, among many other things, what 
taking responsibility for vulnerable 
children can mean to the world.”

Outreach
 n

Holiday Outreach and  
Giving Opportunities

Christmas is a season of giving—not just of beautifully wrapped packages to place  
under the tree, but of generous outpouring to those that need our support.  

Through this year’s annual MOR offering and other giving opportunities,  
you can provide financial support to others in our community while even checking a 
 few people off your holiday shopping list. That’s a feel good win-win for everyone!
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Outreach
 n

HONORARIUM HOLIDAY CARDS
Make your holiday shopping 
easy and support great outreach 
ministries with our honorarium 
gift cards. Available at the round 
reception desk for a $10 donation 
each, you can choose from several 
ministries including: 
• blessing 20 people in the  
 community of Cieneguita,  
 Panama with a week’s worth of  
 rice and beans,
• providing an area student with a  
 bag of healthy food   
  

  over a holiday break through   
 Canterbury’s Little    
 Brown Bag program,
• contributing to the building of a  
 well in south Sudan,  
• providing a healthy after-school  
 snack to the elementary school  
 children in the STAIR tutoring   
 program,
• providing 500 servings of food  
 to people in need and extending  
 the ministries of The Society of  
 St. Andrews and its crop drop. 

AVONDALE SAMARITAN PLACE ORNAMENTS
The perfect gift for that person on your list that doesn’t 
need a single thing? A commemorative Avondale 
Samaritan Place ornament! Available for a $175 
donation, each ornament represents feeding one of 
our 60 Avondale Samaritan Place Food Co-op families 
for an entire year! Ornaments are available at the 
round reception desk or contact Leigh Ann Sisson at 
leighann.sisson@asplace.org for more information. 

ENCORE: A COMMUNITY 
RESPITE MINISTRY
Now in its second year, this growing 
ministry is actively changing the 
lives of those experiencing memory 
loss and their care partners. 
Funded outside of Canterbury’s 
budget, we’re happy for the joy 
Encore is bringing to its participants 
and welcome this opportunity to 
provide special financial support to 
its continued mission. 
Learn more about Encore at
www.encorerespite.org.

CARPENTER’S HANDS
Canterbury’s low-income housing 
repair ministry is on the ground 
almost daily providing the elderly 
and low-income families in 
the Avondale community with 
much-needed home repairs and 
wheelchair ramps. Your MOR 
offering helps keep our volunteers 
stocked with necessary tools 
and materials.  
For more about Carpenter’s 
Hands, visit www.asplace.org/
carpenters-hands.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER  
(formerly known as STOP HUNGER NOW)
Every February, hundreds of 
Canterburians and community 
members join together in 
Canterbury Hall for this exciting 
three-day meal-packing event. 
Since we began in 2011, we’ve 
packed close to three million meals 
and look forward to packing even 
more in February 2018. Your MOR 
offering helps Canterbury continue 
to host this congregational favorite. 
Learn more about Rise  
Against Hunger at  
www.riseagainsthunger.org.

Gift Giving Opportunities for Avondale Samaritan Place Clients
Help us bring extra holiday smiles to members of our ASP community with a financial donation towards purchasing: 

Christmas Hams for our Food Co-op Families 
It costs around $400 to send this holiday meal favorite home with all 60 of our co-op families.  

CONTACT LEIGH ANN SISSON AT LEIGHANN.SISSON@ASPLACE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Christmas Gifts for the Men of our S.O.U.P. Ministry 
Just $20 will provide one of the homeless men of this ASP weekly ministry with a welcomed  

gift of brand new long underwear, a blanket, and a sweatshirt. 
CONTACT ADAM GUTHRIE AT ADAM.GUTHRIE@ASPLACE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 



 6 |  CANTERBURIAN    

Advent Events 
Every December, the halls of Canterbury resound with joyful gatherings and glorious music as we  

celebrate the season and host a lineup of amazing Christmas concerts. Take a break from the hustle 
and bustle of the season, gather your family and friends, and enjoy these festive activities and concerts.

 
UMW’s 
Annual 

Christmas Coffee 
10:30 a.m. in Wesley Hall

All women are invited to join the 
United Methodist Women for their 
holiday gathering as Canterbury 
favorite, Kristi Tingle Higginbotham 
presents Christmas with Kristi.

Family Night: 
Annual Christmas  
Dinner Celebration

Dinner and activities from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. in Canterbury Hall

Come enjoy Debbie’s yummy 
Christmas dinner complete with all 
the trimmings, along with special 
festivities such as crafts for kids, 
a Christmas carol sing-a-long, a 
reading of the Nativity story, and 
even a special meet-and-greet—
and hassle-free photo session!— 
with that favorite red-coated guest 
from the North Pole

December  
Legacy 

Luncheon
12:00 p.m. in Canterbury Hall

Cost is $5; RSVP by December 14th 
at 874-1534 
     The Hot Tamales are at it again! 
Join SAGE ministries as they 
welcome Kristi Tingle Higginbotham 
and Jan Hunter for their wonderful, 
heartwarming, and most of all, 
entertaining Christmas show that 
is sure fill you with lots of joy and 
holiday cheer! 

Monday, December

4
Wednesday, December

6
Tuesday, December

19

SPECIAL EVENTS
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Birmingham-Southern 
College Choirs 81st Annual 

Service of Lessons & Carols
4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

The choirs of Birmingham- 
Southern College share a collection 
of music for Advent and Christmas.   
     Admission is free. Childcare is 
available by advance reservation, 
call 871-4695 for reservations.

Jefferson State Community 
College Christmas Concert    

     7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
 Admission is free.

Canterbury 
Service of 

Lessons & Carols
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

During our Traditional Worship 
service, the Church Choir, Handbell 
Choir, and Sunday School children 
present a program of lessons and 
music for Advent and Christmas. 

Birmingham Boys Choir 40th 
Annual Christmas Concert

2:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

The Birmingham Boys Choir
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

The Birmingham Boys Choir’s 
annual Christmas concert is always 
a community favorite. This year, 
under the direction of Ken and 
Susan Berg, more than 160 young 
men representing over 35 area 
schools in the greater Birmingham 
area will present an impressive 

program of spiritual and traditional 
Christmas songs. 
     Admission is free, but 
reservations are needed. Visit 
www.birminghamboyschoir.com for 
more information about the choir 
and for reservations. 

Sursum 
Corda: 

Heaven’s Child
7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

This professional choral ensemble, 
led by Canterbury’s own Lester 
Seigel, offers a beautiful program 
of holiday music that includes a 
few premieres as well as a few old 
favorites, such as: J. S. Bach’s 
“O Little One Sweet”, Johannes 
Brahms’ “Motet, Op. 29: Es ist 
das Heil uns kommen her”, Arthur 
Warrell’s “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas”, Daniel Seigel’s “Ave 
Maria”, and Robert Walker’s  
“The Oxen”.
     Admission is free. Childcare 
available by advance reservation, 
call 871-4695 for reservations.

Sunday, December

3
HOLIDAY CONCERTS AND MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

Thursday, December

7

Sunday, December

10
Sunday, December

14

Monday, December

11

Sunday, December

10
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BY MAIL The postmark date on the envelope must be no later than December 31.

IN PERSON If you wish to drop off your contribution, the finance office will be open until noon on Friday, 
December 29. A receptacle will also be available at the round reception desk from noon on Friday, December 29 
through midnight on Sunday, December 31. 
 
ONLINE GIVING Online gifts must be entered before midnight, December 31. Tap the “Give” link on the 
Canterbury app or visit www.canterburyumc.org and click “Giving” to follow the step-by-step instructions. 

TEXT GIVING Text gifts must be submitted by midnight, December 31. Text to 205-336-2111 with the amount you 
wish to contribute to the 2017 ministry in the message area. Tap the “Give” link on the Canterbury app or visit  
www.canterburyumc.org and click “Giving” to follow the step-by-step instructions.

STOCK Stock gifts must be transferred to the church before the stock market closes at 3:00 p.m. CST on Friday, 
December 29. Please notify Jan Coats at 874-1551 by noon with the details of your stock transaction and to  
confirm instructions.

Year-End Reminders  
FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE

205.871.4695
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
www.CanterburyUMC.org 
 
DIRECTIONS
Off Highway 280, at Brookwood Mall, take Mountain Brook 
Parkway east to Overbrook Road and turn left. 
 
MINISTERS 
Rev. Dale Cohen
Rev. Warren Nash
Rev. Sam Williamson
Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Rev. Tori Hastings  
Bishop-in-Residence, Dr. Mike Watson

350 Overbrook Road,
P.O. Box 130699
Birmingham, Alabama 35213-0699  

BIRMINGHAM AL 
PERMIT NO 2514

NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION  
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The end of the year is almost here! For your contributions to qualify as a 
2017 tax-deductible donation, the IRS requires that they must be received  
or postmarked by December 31, 2017. Here are the specific deadlines: 


