
Come to the Table 
The Order for the First Gathering 

 
WELCOMING ONE ANOTHER 
Welcome! 
As we gather together and eat together, let’s sing grace together: 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen 
 
WE EAT TOGETHER 
This is a time to share a meal/snack and enjoy one another’s company. As the host, please 
share the intention of this common table: “to grow in relationship with God, with one another, 
and with all of creation through the sharing of a meal, sacred conversation, prayer, and 
thanksgiving.” 
 
Over the next few weeks you will be sharing stories with one another, start by answering these 
questions. 

1. Where did you grow up and who was gathered around your family table? 
2. Share a unique challenge or experience from your childhood. How was it discussed 

around the family table? 
 
WE SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES TOGETHER 
Once you finish eating, make a clear transition to group time. You may want to move to another 
space. At the first gathering, review the ground rules together. You may want to “center” the 
group by lighting a candle, a beautiful reminder of Christ’s presence among us and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit that illumines our conversations. This center can become a “hub,” a source of 
energy and common ground for our conversations. This is the space where all of our 
conversations are directed, rather than at a particular person. 
 
Let’s enter into a brief silence 
 
The host reads the Scripture: 
 
Luke 4:1 – 13 (The Message) 

Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wild. 
For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing during those 
days, and when the time was up he was hungry. 

The Devil, playing on his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son, command 
this stone to turn into a loaf of bread.” 

Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to really live.” 
For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of the earth on display 

at once. Then the Devil said, “They’re yours in all their splendor to serve your pleasure. I’m in 



charge of them all and can turn them over to whomever I wish. Worship me and they’re yours, 
the whole works.” 

Jesus refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy. “Worship the Lord your God 
and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.” 

For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the Temple. He 
said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he has placed you in the care of 
angels to protect you; they will catch you; you won’t so much as stub your toe on a stone’?” 

“Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord your God.’”  
That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, lying in wait for another 

opportunity. 
 
WE LISTEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
Give each person time to share their responses to these questions. 
 

1. (Call) What’s one word, phrase or image that you heard in that reading, and how do you 
think God might be speaking to you through it? What are your “stones,” “kingdoms,” 
and “tests?”  

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this reading? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps brings forth resistance from you 

in this reading?  
4. Is there a word of comfort in this passage? 

 
WE GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE TOGETHER 
Be sure that everyone willing is able to respond, as we share thanksgivings from our reflections 
and a “closing word” from today’s gathering. 
 
As we get ready to scatter back out for today, let’s share what we are thankful for from this 
past week or today: 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most grateful? 
2. This past week or here and now, how did you bring your gifts to others? 

 
Let’s end by singing the Doxology together. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise 
him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
WE PRAY TOGETHER 
 
God who sends rain on the just and unjust, who opens wide the door to salvation, whose 
generosity displays how your thoughts are higher and more just than ours. Give us the eyes to 
see how generous you have been to us. By the power of the Spirit who raised Jesus from the 
grave, instill in us a generosity that points others to you. Amen 
 
WE GO IN PEACE 
Share signs of God’s peace with one another. 


