
Come to the Table 
The Order for the 8th Summer Gathering 

 
Welcoming One Another 
Welcome! As we gather – let’s say or sing grace. 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 
 
We Eat Together 
The best part of the day is often sharing a meal together as we grow in relationship with God, 
with one another, and with all of creation. Food, sacred conversation, prayer, and thanksgiving 
all wrapped up in these relationships. 
 
Here are a few questions to get you started: 

1. Who are your go to people? How do they support you? 
2. What do you do when you feel emotionally exposed? 
3. Have you ever felt that you were “not enough?” 

 
We Search the Scriptures Together 
Once you finish sharing your meal, make a clear transition to group time. You may want to 
review the ground rules together. You may want to center the group by lighting a candle, a 
beautiful reminder of Christ’s presence among us. 
 
Let’s enter into a brief silence inviting the Holy Spirit into our conversation. 
 
Matthew 26:34 - 46 
 
34 Jesus said to him, “I assure you that, before the rooster crows tonight, you will deny me three 
times.” 
35 Peter said, “Even if I must die alongside you, I won’t deny you.” All the disciples said the same 
thing. 
Jesus in prayer 
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane. He said to the 
disciples, “Stay here while I go and pray over there.” 37 When he took Peter and Zebedee’s two 
sons, he began to feel sad and anxious. 38 Then he said to them, “I’m very sad. It’s as if I’m 
dying. Stay here and keep alert with me.” 39 Then he went a short distance farther and fell on 
his face and prayed, “My Father, if it’s possible, take this cup of suffering away from me. 
However—not what I want but what you want.” 
40 He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “Couldn’t you stay 
alert one hour with me? 41 Stay alert and pray so that you won’t give in to temptation. The spirit 
is eager, but the flesh is weak.” 42 A second time he went away and prayed, “My Father, if it’s 
not possible that this cup be taken away unless I drink it, then let it be what you want.” 



43 Again he came and found them sleeping. Their eyes were heavy with sleep.44 But he left them 
and again went and prayed the same words for the third time.45 Then he came to his disciples 
and said to them, “Will you sleep and rest all night? Look, the time has come for the Human 
One[a] to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up. Let’s go. Look, here comes my 
betrayer.” 
 
 
We Listen to One Another 
Give each person time to share their response to these questions. 

1. (Call) What is one word, phrase or image that you heard in this reading? How do you 
think God might be speaking to you through it?  

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this reading? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps brings forth resistance from you 

in this reading? 
4. (Comfort) Is there a word of comfort? 

 
We Give Thanks and Praise Together 
Be sure that everyone willing is able to respond as we share thanksgivings from our reflections 
and a “closing word” from today’s gathering. 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most thankful? 
2. This past week, how did you share your gifts with others? 
3. Is God nudging you? How? Is there a theme that keeps repeating? 
4. Are there any prayer requests? 

 
We’ll end by singing the Doxology together. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise him above 
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
We Pray together – Philippians 2:1 - 11 
-4 If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any difference in 
your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if 
you care— then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited 
friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself 
aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget 
yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. 
5-8 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with God 
but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no 
matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on 
the status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed human. It was an 
incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, 
obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a 
crucifixion. 
9-11 Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far beyond anyone or 
anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on earth—even those long ago dead 



and buried—will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that he is the 
Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

 


