
Come to the Table 
The Order for the Second Gathering 

 
Welcoming One Another 
Once everyone has been welcomed, invite them to sing grace: 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 
 
We Eat Together 
Please share the intention of this common table: “To grow in relationship with God, with one 
another, and with all of creation through the sharing of a meal, sacred conversation prayer, and 
thanksgiving. 
 
As you share stories with one another, start by answering these questions. 

1. What is a skill you learned when you were young that you still use today? 
2. What is something you believed earlier in your life, but think differently about it now? 

 
We Search the Scriptures Together 
Just like last week, make a clear transition to group time. Center the group by lighting a candle, 
a reminder of Christ’s presence among us and the gift of the Spirit that illumines our 
conversations. Use this center as a source of energy and common ground for your 
conversations. 
 
“Let’s pause for a moment of silence, asking the Holy Spirit to surround us with God’s grace and 
presence.” 
 
Scripture 
Luke 9:28 – 43a 
 About eight days after Jesus said these things, he took Peter, John, and James, and went 
up on a mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed and his 
clothes flashed white like lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, were talking with him. They 
were clothed with heavenly splendor and spoke about Jesus’ departure, which he would 
achieve in Jerusalem. Peter and those with him were almost overcome by sleep, but they 
managed to stay awake and saw his glory as well as the two men with him. 
 As the two men were about to leave Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it’s good that 
we’re here. We should construct three shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” 
– but he didn’t know what he was saying. Peter was still speaking when a cloud overshadowed 
them. As they entered the cloud, they were overcome with awe. 
 Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my chosen one. Listen to him!” Even 
as the voice spoke, Jesus was found alone. They were speechless and at the time told no one 
what they had seen. 
 The next day, when Jesus, Peter, John, and James had come down from the mountain, a 
large crowd met Jesus. A man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to take a look at my 
son, my only child. Look, a spirit seizes him and, without any warning, he screams. It shakes him 



and causes him to foam at the mouth. He tortures him and rarely leaves him alone. I begged 
your disciples to throw it out, but they couldn’t.” 
 Jesus answered, “You faithless and crooked generation, how long will I be with you and 
put up with you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon threw him down and 
shook him violently. Jesus spoke harshly to the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him 
back to his father. Everyone was overwhelmed by God’s greatness. 
 
We Listen to One Another 
Give each person time to share their responses to these questions.  
 

1. (Call) What is one word, phrase, or image that caught your attention in that passage? 
How do you think God might be speaking to you through it? 

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this passage? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps, brings forth resistance from you 

in this reading? 
4. (Comfort) Did you receive a word of comfort? 

 
We Give Thanks and Praise Together 
As our time of fellowship comes to a close, let’s pause and share things for which we are 
thankful. 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most grateful? 
2. This past week or here and now, how did you share your gifts with others? 
3. Do you have a prayer request that you would like to share? 

Let’s end by singing the Doxology together. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise him above 
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
Closing Prayer 
Lord, grant us the simplicity of faith, and a generosity of service that gives without counting the 
cost. A life overflowing with grace poured out from the One who gave everything. That we 
might show the power of love to a broken world and share the truth from a living Word. Lord, 
grant us simplicity of faith and a yearning to share it. Amen. 
 
 


