
Come to the Table 
The Order for the 9th Summer Gathering 

 
Welcoming One Another 
Welcome! As we gather – let’s say or sing grace. 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 
 
We Eat Together 
The best part of day is often sharing a meal together as we grow in relationship with God, with 
one another, and with all of creation. Food, sacred conversation, prayer, and thanksgiving all 
wrapped up in these relationships. 
 
Here are a few questions to get you started: 

1. What is the tone of the biggest “fish” stories that you’ve ever told? 
2. Is it easy or difficult for you to say “no” to a request? What do you do when you have to 

do it anyway? 
3. How far out of your way will you go to avoid doing something that is distasteful to you? 

 
We Search the Scriptures Together 
Once you finish sharing your meal, make a clear transition to group time. You may want to 
review the ground rules together. You may want to center the group by lighting a candle, a 
beautiful reminder of Christ’s presence among us. 
 
Let’s enter into a brief silence inviting the Holy Spirit into our conversation. 
 
Jonah 1:1 – 17 
 
The Lord’s word came to Jonah, Amittai’s son: 2 “Get up and go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
cry out against it, for their evil has come to my attention.” 
3 So Jonah got up—to flee to Tarshish from the Lord! He went down to Joppa and found a ship 
headed for Tarshish. He paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarshish, away from 
the Lord. 4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, so that there was a great storm on 
the sea; the ship looked like it might be broken to pieces. 5 The sailors were terrified, and each 
one cried out to his god. They hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to make it 
lighter. 
Now Jonah had gone down into the hold of the vessel to lie down and was deep in sleep. 6 The 
ship’s officer came and said to him, “How can you possibly be sleeping so deeply? Get up! Call 
on your god! Perhaps the god will give some thought to us so that we won’t perish.” 
7 Meanwhile, the sailors said to each other, “Come on, let’s cast lots so that we might learn who 
is to blame for this evil that’s happening to us.” They cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So 
they said to him, “Tell us, since you’re the cause of this evil happening to us: What do you do 
and where are you from? What’s your country and of what people are you?” 



9 He said to them, “I’m a Hebrew. I worship the Lord, the God of heaven—who made the sea 
and the dry land.” 
10 Then the men were terrified and said to him, “What have you done?” (The men knew that 
Jonah was fleeing from the Lord, because he had told them.) 
11 They said to him, “What will we do about you so that the sea will become calm around us?” 
(The sea was continuing to rage.) 
12 He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea! Then the sea will become calm around 
you. I know it’s my fault that this great storm has come upon you.” 
13 The men rowed to reach dry land, but they couldn’t manage it because the sea continued to 
rage against them. 14 So they called on the Lord, saying, “Please, Lord, don’t let us perish on 
account of this man’s life, and don’t blame us for innocent blood! You are the Lord: whatever 
you want, you can do.” 15 Then they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea 
ceased its raging. 16 The men worshipped the Lord with a profound reverence; they offered a 
sacrifice to the Lord and made solemn promises. 
No escape for the prophet 
17 [a] Meanwhile, the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah was in the belly of the 
fish for three days and three nights. 
 
We Listen to One Another 
Give each person time to share their response to these questions. 

1. (Call) What is one word, phrase or image that you heard in this reading? How do you 
think God might be speaking to you through it?  

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this reading? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps brings forth resistance from you 

in this reading? 
4. (Comfort) Is there a word of comfort? 

 
We Give Thanks and Praise Together 
Be sure that everyone willing is able to respond as we share thanksgivings from our reflections 
and a “closing word” from today’s gathering. 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most thankful? 
2. This past week, how did you share your gifts with others? 
3. Is God nudging you? How? Is there a theme that keeps repeating? 
4. Who do we need to hold in prayer? 

 
We’ll end by singing the Doxology together. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise him above 
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
We Pray together  
Covenant God, we push you away, but you never let us go. We turn away from you and even try 
to run away from you. But you never let us go. You seek us out when we are far from you and 
draw us back to your waiting arms. You never let us go. Hold us tight, almighty God. Embrace us 
with your never-ending love. Never let us go, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


