
Come to the Table 
The Order for the 6th Summer Gathering 

 
Welcoming One Another 
Welcome! As we gather – let’s say or sing grace. 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 
 
We Eat Together 
The best part of the day is often sharing a meal together as we grow in relationship with God, 
with one another, and with all of creation. Food, sacred conversation, prayer, and thanksgiving 
are all wrapped up in these relationships. 
 
Here are a few questions to get you started: 

1. What are ways in which you help others feel welcome, in your home? In your life? 
2. Where have you experienced unconditional love? 

 
We Search the Scriptures Together 
Once you finish sharing your meal, make a clear transition to group time. You may want to 
review the ground rules together. You may want to center the group by lighting a candle, a 
beautiful reminder of Christ’s presence among us. 
 
Let’s enter into a brief silence inviting the Holy Spirit into our conversation. 
 
John 4:1 – 26 (The Message) 
 
The host reads the Scripture: 
 
Jesus realized that the Pharisees were keeping count of the baptisms that he and John 
performed (although his disciples, not Jesus, did the actual baptizing). They had posted the 
score that Jesus was ahead, turning him and John into rivals in the eyes of the people. So, Jesus 
left the Judean countryside and went back to Galilee. 
4-6 To get there, he had to pass through Samaria. He came into Sychar, a Samaritan village that 
bordered the field Jacob had given his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was still there. Jesus, worn out 
by the trip, sat down at the well. It was noon. 
7-8 A woman, a Samaritan, came to draw water. Jesus said, “Would you give me a drink of 
water?” (His disciples had gone to the village to buy food for lunch.) 
9 The Samaritan woman, taken aback, asked, “How come you, a Jew, are asking me, a Samaritan 
woman, for a drink?” (Jews in those days wouldn’t be caught dead talking to Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered, “If you knew the generosity of God and who I am, you would be 
asking me for a drink, and I would give you fresh, living water.” 



11-12 The woman said, “Sir, you don’t even have a bucket to draw with, and this well is deep. So 
how are you going to get this ‘living water’? Are you a better man than our ancestor Jacob, who 
dug this well and drank from it, he and his sons and livestock, and passed it down to us?” 
13-14 Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again and again. Anyone who 
drinks the water I give will never thirst—not ever. The water I give will be an artesian spring 
within, gushing fountains of endless life.” 
15 The woman said, “Sir, give me this water so I won’t ever get thirsty, won’t ever have to come 
back to this well again!” 
16 He said, “Go call your husband and then come back.” 
17-18 “I have no husband,” she said. 
“That’s nicely put: ‘I have no husband.’ You’ve had five husbands, and the man you’re living 
with now isn’t even your husband. You spoke the truth there, sure enough.” 
19-20 “Oh, so you’re a prophet! Well, tell me this: Our ancestors worshiped God at this mountain, 
but you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place for worship, right?” 
21-23 “Believe me, woman, the time is coming when you Samaritans will worship the Father 
neither here at this mountain nor there in Jerusalem. You worship guessing in the dark; we 
Jews worship in the clear light of day. God’s way of salvation is made available through the 
Jews. But the time is coming—it has, in fact, come—when what you’re called will not matter 
and where you go to worship will not matter. 
23-24 “It’s who you are and the way you live that count before God. Your worship must engage 
your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those 
who are simply and honestly themselves before him in their worship. God is sheer being itself—
Spirit. Those who worship him must do it out of their very being, their spirits, their true selves, 
in adoration.” 
25 The woman said, “I don’t know about that. I do know that the Messiah is coming. When he 
arrives, we’ll get the whole story.” 
26 “I am he,” said Jesus. “You don’t have to wait any longer or look any further.” 
 
 
We Listen to One Another 
Give each person time to share their response to these questions. 

1. (Call) What is one word, phrase or image that you heard in this reading? How do you 
think God might be speaking to you through it?  

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this reading? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps brings forth resistance from you 

in this reading? 
4. (Comfort) Is there a word of comfort? 

 
We Give Thanks and Praise Together 
Be sure that everyone willing is able to respond as we share thanksgivings from our reflections 
and a “closing word” from today’s gathering. 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most thankful? 
2. This past week, how did you share your gifts with others? 
3. Is God nudging you? How? Is there a theme that keeps repeating? 



4. Are there any prayer requests? 
 
We’ll end by singing the Doxology together. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise him above 
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
We Pray together 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Wake up my heart, open my eyes, and fill me with wonder 
at your grace and love. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. With each sip of water I take, 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me! 
Amen. 
 
(adapted from “Spirit of the Living God” words by Daniel Iverson, UMH 393) 
 
 

 


