
Come to the Table 
The Order for the 4th Summer Gathering 

 
Welcoming One Another 
Welcome! As we gather – let’s say or sing grace. 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 
 
We Eat Together 
The best part of day is often sharing a meal together as we grow in relationship with God, with 
one another, and with all of creation. Food, sacred conversation, prayer, and thanksgiving all 
wrapped up in these relationships. 
 
Here are a few questions to get you started: 

1. Answer the question, “I feel closest to God when I am …at the seashore, mountains, or 
when/where?” 

2. Was there something special that happened to make you feel that way? 
3. When and how has your “cup runneth over?” 

 
We Search the Scriptures Together 
Once you finish eating, make a clear transition to group time. You may want to move to another 
space. If you haven’t done so already, please review the ground rules together. You may want 
to center the group by lighting a candle, a beautiful reminder of Christ’s presence among us and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit that illumines our conversations. This center can be a source of energy 
and common ground for our conversations.  
 
Let’s enter into a brief silence inviting the Holy Spirit into our conversation. 
 
The host reads the Scripture: 
 
14 This is why I kneel before the Father. 15 Every ethnic group in heaven or on earth is recognized 
by him. 16 I ask that he will strengthen you in your inner selves from the riches of his glory 
through the Spirit. 17 I ask that Christ will live in your hearts through faith. As a result of having 
strong roots in love, 18 I ask that you’ll have the power to grasp love’s width and length, height 
and depth, together with all believers. 19 I ask that you’ll know the love of Christ that is beyond 
knowledge so that you will be filled entirely with the fullness of God. 
20 Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at 
work within us; 21 glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, forever and 
always. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:14 – 21 (CEB) 
 
 
 



We Listen to One Another 
Give each person time to share their response to these questions. 

1. (Call) What is one word, phrase or image that you heard in this reading? How do you 
think God might be speaking to you through it? (strong roots, love’s width and length, 
fullness, imagine, empowered) 

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this reading? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps brings forth resistance from you 

in this reading? 
4. (Comfort) Is there a word of comfort? 

 
We Give Thanks and Praise Together 
Be sure that everyone willing is able to respond as we share thanksgivings from our reflections 
and a “closing word” from today’s gathering. 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most thankful? 
2. This past week, how did you share your gifts with others? 
3. Is God nudging you? How? Is there a theme that keeps repeating? 
4. Are there any prayer requests? 

 
We’ll end by singing the Doxology together. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise him above 
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
We Pray together 
 
Gracious Father, we pray that our love will become even more rich with knowledge and all 
kinds of insight. Help us to decide what really matters, so that we will be sincere and blameless. 
Give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation so that we can know you. Open our hearts so that we 
have enough light to see what is the hope of your call. Fill us with the fruit of righteousness, 
which comes from knowing your son, Jesus Christ. All honor and glory is yours. Amen. 
 
(from Philippians 1:9 – 11; Ephesians 1:18) 
 
 


