
Come to the Table 
The Order for the Third Summer Gathering 

 
Welcoming One Another 
Welcome! As we gather – let’s say or sing grace. 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 
 
We Eat Together 
The best part of day is often sharing a meal together as we grow in relationship with God, with 
one another, and with all of creation. Food, sacred conversation, prayer, and thanksgiving all 
wrapped up in these relationships. 
 
Here are a few questions to get you started: 

1. What is your favorite song about being sorry?  
a. Elton John – Sorry seems to be the hardest word 
b. Cher – If I could turn back time? 
c. John Mayer – My Stupid Mouth? 
d. Adele – Hello 
e. John Lennon – Jealous Guy 

2. Is it easier to forgive than be forgiven? Why? 
3. Any “great” forgiveness stories? 

 
We Search the Scriptures Together 
Once you finish eating, make a clear transition to group time. You may want to move to another 
space. If you haven’t done so already, please review the ground rules together. You may want 
to center the group by lighting a candle, a beautiful reminder of Christ’s presence among us and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit that illumines our conversations. This center can be a source of energy 
and common ground for our conversations.  
 
Let’s enter into a brief silence inviting the Holy Spirit into our conversation. 
 
The host reads the Scripture: 
 
9 Don’t let any foul words come out of your mouth. Only say what is helpful when it is needed for 
building up the community so that it benefits those who hear what you say. 30 Don’t make the 
Holy Spirit of God unhappy—you were sealed by him for the day of redemption. 31 Put aside all 
bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, and slander, along with every other evil. 32 Be 
kind, compassionate, and forgiving to each other, in the same way God forgave you in Christ. 
Therefore, imitate God like dearly loved children. Live your life with love, following the example 
of Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us. He was a sacrificial offering that smelled sweet 
to God.  
Ephesians 4:29 – 5:2 (CEB) 



 
 
We Listen to One Another 
Give each person time to share their response to these questions. 

1. (Call) What is one word, phrase or image that you heard in this reading? How do you 
think God might be speaking to you through it?  

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this reading? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps brings forth resistance from you 

in this reading? 
4. (Comfort) Is there a word of comfort? 

 
We Give Thanks and Praise Together 
Be sure that everyone willing is able to respond as we share thanksgivings from our reflections 
and a “closing word” from today’s gathering. 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most thankful? 
2. This past week, how did you share your kindness and gifts of compassion with others? 
3. Is God nudging you? How? Is there a theme that keeps repeating? 
4. Are there any prayer requests? 

 
We’ll end by singing the Doxology together. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise him above 
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
We Pray together 
 
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you overflow with love and hope. Thanks be to God! Remember that the harvest of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. The Spirit is our source of life. Let us therefore walk by the Spirit. Amen. 
 
(based on Romans 15:13; Galatians 5:22 – 23, 25) 


