
Come to the Table 
The Order for the 2nd Summer Gathering 

 
Welcoming One Another 
Welcome! As we gather – let’s say or sing grace. 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy creatures bless and grant 
that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 
 
We Eat Together 
The best part of day is often sharing a meal together as we grow in relationship with God, with 
one another, and with all of creation. Food, sacred conversation, prayer, and thanksgiving are 
all wrapped up in these relationships. 
 
Here are a few questions to get your conversation started. 
 

1. What is the farthest you have traveled from home? 
2. What was the longest you were away from home? 
3. What did it feel like when you came home? Was there anything you especially 

appreciated about being home? 
 
We Search the Scriptures Together 
Once you finish eating, make a clear transition to group time. You may want to move to another 
space. If you haven’t done so already, please review the ground rules together. You may want 
to center the group by lighting a candle, a beautiful reminder of Christ’s presence among us and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit that illumines our conversations. This center can be a source of energy 
and common ground for our conversations.  
 
Let’s enter into a brief silence inviting the Holy Spirit into our conversation. 
 
The host reads the Scripture: 
 
Ephesians 2:11-22 The Message (MSG) 
11-13 But don’t take any of this for granted. It was only yesterday that you outsiders to God’s ways 
had no idea of any of this, didn’t know the first thing about the way God works, hadn’t the faintest 
idea of Christ. You knew nothing of that rich history of God’s covenants and promises in Israel, 
hadn’t a clue about what God was doing in the world at large. Now because of Christ—dying that 
death, shedding that blood—you who were once out of it altogether are in on everything. 
14-15 The Messiah has made things up between us so that we’re now together on this, both non-
Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep each other at a 
distance. He repealed the law code that had become so clogged with fine print and footnotes that it 
hindered more than it helped. Then he started over. Instead of continuing with two groups of 
people separated by centuries of animosity and suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a 
fresh start for everybody. 



16-18 Christ brought us together through his death on the cross. The Cross got us to embrace, and 
that was the end of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you outsiders and peace to us 
insiders. He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. Through him we both share the same 
Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 
19-22 That’s plain enough, isn’t it? You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of faith is now 
your home country. You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong here, with as much right to 
the name Christian as anyone. God is building a home. He’s using us all—irrespective of how we got 
here—in what he is building. He used the apostles and prophets for the foundation. Now he’s using 
you, fitting you in brick by brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone that holds all 
the parts together. We see it taking shape day after day—a holy temple built by God, all of us built 
into it, a temple in which God is quite at home. 
 
We Listen to One Another 
Give each person time to share their response to these questions. 

1. (Call) What is one word, phrase or image that you heard in this reading? How do you think 
God might be speaking to you through it? (wandering exile, home country, belonging?) 

2. (Convict) What challenges you in this reading? 
3. (Confuse) What confuses, raises questions, or perhaps brings forth resistance from you in 

this reading? 
4. (Comfort) Is there a word of comfort? 

 
We Give Thanks and Praise Together 
Be sure that everyone willing is able to respond as we share thanksgivings from our reflections and 
a “closing word” from today’s gathering. 

1. This past week or even here, for what have you been most thankful? 
2. This past week, how did you share your gifts with others? 
3. Is God nudging you? How? Is there a theme that keeps repeating? 
4. Are there any prayer requests? 

 
We’ll end by singing the Doxology together. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise him above ye 
heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
We Pray together 
Eternal God, keep us in loving relationships with each other, so that the peace of Christ may abide 
in our homes. Help us serve you and our neighbor in all that we do. Guide us to bear witness to the 
power of your love in this world, so that those to whom love is a stranger will find in us generous 
friends. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all. Amen. 
  

 
 


