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Voluntary                                         Pastoral Danse on “Sussex Carol”                                       Robin Milford

Introit                                               Adeste Fideles                                                  Traditional hymn
Hurry, you faithful triumphant ones! Hurry now to Bethlehem!
Come, come and see him who was born the King of angels!
Come, let us adore him, who is Christ the Lord!

* Hymn of Procession                             O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                ADESTE FIDELES

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
 Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels!
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten not created;
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
 Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n.
	 Word	of	the	Father,	now	in	the	flesh	appearing:
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

   



Lesson from the Prophets                                                                                                          Isaiah 9: 2 - 7

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

* Hymn of Praise                                 It Came upon the Midnight Clear                                                    CAROL

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from	angels	bending	near	the	earth	to	touch	their	harps	of	gold:	
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all-gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold 
when	peace	shall	over	all	the	earth	its	ancient	splendors	fling,	
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

Pastoral Prayer                              

Offertory Anthem                                          Sussex Carol                       English carol, arr. David Willcocks

On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring:
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.
Then why should men on earth be so sad, since our Redeemer made us glad?
When from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty?
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night:
“Glory to God and peace to men, now and forevermore.” Amen!

     

* Presentation of Offerings          
                                                   “Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.”                                               GLORIA

* Gospel Procession                      Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                             MENDELSSOHN

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”            
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

* Gospel Lesson                                  Luke 2: 1 - 20
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



* Gospel Procession                    Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                     MENDELSSOHN

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late	in	time	behold	him	come,	offspring	of	the	Virgin’s	womb:
veiled	in	flesh	the	Godhead	see;	hail	th’incarnate	Deity,
pleased	with	us	in	flesh	to	dwell,	Jesus,	our	Immanuel.	
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heavenborn Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays His glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

   Homily                        Rev. Dale Cohen

   Hymn of Presentation                   Angels We Have Heard on High                                                      GLORIA 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!	Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!	Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!	Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!

See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!	Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo!

The change in the paraments from the royal blue of Advent to the white of Christmas signifies that the promise 
has been fulfilled: Jesus the Christ is born! Glory to God in the highest!

  

The Great Thanksgiving 
INVITATION: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek 
to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole 
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we 
have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the 
needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.



Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Your people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
The people rejoice before you as with joy of the harvest.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-
ending hymn:

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
We rejoice as your people, for to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulders. His name shall be called 
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

He was born to give himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify us for holy living.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the spirit.



On the night in which he gave himself up for us,
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread
gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the 
body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ 
comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with your Holy Spirit in your Holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. 

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

 
Fraction Anthem                Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                                   PICARDY

Sung by all:
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of Lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood;
He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.



Receiving the Bread and Cup 

The United Methodist Church practices Open Communion. Everyone, whether or not they are members of 
this church, is invited to receive the sacrament. We will serve by intinction at the Altar and at various stations 

around the Sanctuary. Please follow the ushers’ directions.

Baskets are placed around the Sanctuary to receieve the Communion Rail Offering which will benefit 
Stop Hunger Now, which is now known as Rise Against Hunger. This ministry provides food and 

life-saving aid to the world’s most vulnerable people.
  

Music During Communion

ANTHEM:                         O Magnum Mysterium                        Tomas Luis de Victoria

O great mystery, and wondrous sacrament, that animals should see the Lord, lying in a manger.
O blessed Virgin, whose womb was chosen to bear the Lord, Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

ANTHEM:                            A Virgin Most Pure        English carol, arr. Timothy Banks
Stan Nelson, solo

A virgin most pure as the prophets do tell, hath brought forth a baby, as it hath befell;
To be our Redeemer from death, hell, and sin, which Adam’s transgression involved us in.
(Refrain): Aye, and therefore be merry, rejoice and be merry, set sorrow aside; 
Christ Jesus our Savior was born at this tide.
The King of all Kings to this world being brought, 
small store of fine linen to wrap him was sought;
And when she had swaddled her young son so sweet, within an ox-manger she laid him to sleep.

Then God sent an angel from heaven so high, to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lie,
And bade them no longer in sorrow to stay, because that our Savior was born on this day.
Then presently after the shepherds did spy a number of angels that stood in the sky;
They joyfully talked and sweetly did sing: “To God be the glory, our heavenly King!”

ANTHEM:                  Away in a Manger                       American carol, arr. Ola Gjeilo
Virginia Goodall, Daniel Seigel, soloists

SOLO                                                        O Holy Night                                                Adolphe Adams
                                                        Kathleen Buccleugh, soprano

The first candle in each pew on the aisle will be lit by a choir member, the growing lighth representing the 
coming of Jesus into the world. As worshipers receive the light, they will pass it to their neighbors. 

Candle Safety:  Lighted candle remains vertical. Tilt the unlit candle toward the candle already burning.  
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 Candlelight Hymn                             Silent Night, Holy Night                                     STILLE NACHT

  
 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child!
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from Heaven afar,
 Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
                
            Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

 Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
  
* Dismissal & Blessing 
  
* Postlude                                

Preaching
Rev. Dale Cohen

Liturgist
Rev. Sam Williamson

Organist and Choirmaster
Dr. Lester Seigel

The	beautiful	flowers	on	the	altar	are	placed	in	loving	memory	of	
Mallory Gates Carper

From: Charlie, Jan, Charles, & Hunter


