
Dear Canterbury Member,

In 1786, John Wesley wrote these words as he neared the end of his life which he spent building what would 
eventually become the United Methodist Church, “I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should 
ever cease to exist in Europe or America.” While there has never been a question about if Methodists would 
exist, how Methodists exist together in a church comprised of diverse people with diverse thoughts has been 
a question revisited throughout our history. The United Methodist Church has more than 12 million members 
living in 132 countries full of diversity of every kind. A globally diverse church is a beautiful thing. It is also a 
complicated thing as varying contexts allow for varying perspectives about how to faithfully live out our faith 
as a global church. Recently, 864 delegates met together at General Conference, the doctrinal decision-making 
body of the United Methodist Church, in an attempt to reach a way forward from a point of impasse as a result 
of varying perspectives about human sexuality.
 
After four days of meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, the Called General Conference of the Global United Methodist 
Church passed the Traditional Plan late Tuesday afternoon, February 26, 2019, by a margin of 53% to 47%. 
The Traditional Plan maintains much of the existing language in the United Methodist Book of Discipline, the 
book outlining our church polity, regarding human sexuality. It also seeks to enhance disciplinary measures for 
clergy and churches who violate these provisions.
 
From the time that the Called General Conference ended, the pastoral staff at Canterbury United Methodist 
Church has received numerous questions about how the decision will impact our local church and the global 
denomination. We have heard from many members within our congregation and from individuals in the 
broader community who are hurting deeply as a result of this decision. Some simply view this as a decision 
that is in line with a longstanding tradition and understanding for the Global United Methodist Church. 
The truth is that we may not know the full impact of the decision for quite some time as implications and 
implementation are still unknown. To be sure, we will be sharing more information with our local church as it 
becomes more readily available.
 
But, there are a few things we do know. We know that any time even one child of God is suffering pain and 
grief, we are called as Christ’s Church to show them the love of Jesus Christ. We know and believe in the truth 
revealed in the Gospel of Jesus that every single person is created in the image of God. We know and believe 
that we are called to be in covenant community with one another whether we agree with one another or not. 
We know and believe that as the sun sets and the dawn breaks that Jesus Christ is still Lord. We know and 
believe that this local community of faith will continue to offer the love of Jesus to all of God’s children. And, 
we know and trust that Canterbury United Methodist Church will remain committed to God’s call of offering 
Real Grace and Real Love in the midst of Real Life - together.

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Keith Thompson
Senior Pastor
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