
O C TO B E R 29, 2017

"G R AT E F U L H A N D S"
R E V. DA L E CO H E N

R E V. S A M W I L L I A M S O N

Luke 22: 24-30

Belonging

Rev. Dale Cohen 

  “May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with 

one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Welcome one another, 
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. “ 

(Romans 15:5-7, NRSV)

  This past Sunday was another glorious Sunday of celebration for our 150 years as a 
congregation.  Hearing the Children sing, experiencing some of the Youth contributing 
to the worship music, and watching the video of Susan Wilborn, Celia Smyly, and Ralph 
Yeilding served as a reminder of the importance of our ministry to Children and Youth.  And 
then we saw the message shared by Rev. Keith Thompson, a favorite son of Canterbury, 
who now serves as the Senior Pastor at First United Methodist Church in Birmingham.  His 
personal story of becoming involved at Canterbury as a Youth and his parents joining later 
was both inspirational and empowering.

Through our planning for the 150th, we have heard the stories of a large number of 
people whose lives have been positively impacted by Canterbury.  It’s been a privilege to 
collect the stories of your parents, grandparents, and even great-grandparents and learn 
about the role they played in this church as well as in the lives of many who are still a part 
of this church.  In Hebrews, we read about the “cloud of witnesses” who are the saints 
of the church and who encourage us to be faithful in this season of the church.  It’s a 
continuous line of disciple after disciple following faithfully after Jesus Christ.  We've been 
able to celebrate the saints of Canterbury these past two Sundays!

Next week (November 5th), the Rev. Dr. Charles Gattis will be with us to preach in New 
Traditions and Traditional Worship as we observe All Saints’ Sunday.  We will remember 
those of our community of faith who have died in the past year.  All Saints' Sunday is 
always a meaningful service that memorializes the most recent “saints” of the church.  
We are grateful for their witness and for their lives that punctuate our responsibility to 
serve Jesus Christ in this age.

Paul’s reminder in Romans is that we are to strive for unity and harmony under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Together, we lift up the person of Jesus Christ to honor God 
before all people.  Then Paul adds a unique way that the church speaks with one voice 
in glorifying God—that is, through welcoming one another.  The church is a place of 
belonging where all are welcome—not just all who are like us—or just all who think like 
us—or just all who believe like us—but "all" means "all."  

Throughout the last 150 years, Canterbury has been drawing the circle wider and inviting 
others to join us.  Widening the circle is only possible when we allow Jesus to be at the 
center of our church.  May our next 150 years be a season of growth and renewal as a 
church.  For this to come about, each of us must reach out to someone we think could 
benefit from belonging to a place like Canterbury and extend an invitation.  We grow 
God's church through inviting one person at a time and helping them find a place to 
belong.  Let's get busy!  
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welcome  TO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
   

Welcome and Announcements
Rev. Sam Williamson

 
Passing the Peace

Children's Moment
Carrie Ward

Songs of Praise
Your Love Awakens Me

 Good Good Father

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer 

 Offering Our Gifts and Music
Touch The Sky

 
Scripture

Luke 22: 24-30 (NRSV)
 

Message
"Grateful Hands"
Rev. Dale Cohen

Closing Song
Wonder

Blessing and Sending Forth
We came to worship. We go to serve. Go in peace.

 

Welcome to Canterbury’s Contemporary Worship Service!  We are thrilled to have you 
with us today. Join us every Sunday at 10:30 AM. You can listen and watch our mes-

sage on our website at www.canterburyumc.org or by downloading our App. Contact 
noel.johnson@canterburyumc.org for more information.

special ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE HOSPITAL/REHAB AS OF 10/25/2017
                                         Halcyann Badham..............Brookwood
                                         Mike Yarbro........................St. Vincent's

T R U N K O R T R EAT
 Today from 5:00 to 7:00 pm

Don’t miss this fun, family night filled with trunk or treating, music, costumes, 
prizes, face painting, inflatables, and more! Please contact Samantha Hartsoe at 
samantha.hartsoe@canterburyumc.org if you are interested in bringing your trunk 
and giving candy out. Kids will walk through a parking lot in their Halloween cos-
tumes, stopping at cars that have decorated trunks and will receive candy. There will 
also be other activities at the end of the parking lot!

 D I A N A B U T L E R BA S S
Saturday, November 4, 9:00am & Sunday, November 5, 9:30am

Diana Butler Bass will be at Canterbury for her Fall Lecture Session beginning on Sat-
urday, November 4. Bass will also be here during the Sunday School hour on Sunday, 
November 5. To receive more information about
session times, as well as purchasing tickets, please go to the following web site: 
http://spafer.org/index.php/lectures/ournext-speaker/67-2017-fall-lecture-week-
end-diana-butler-bass-

E N CO R E VO LU N T E E R T R A I N I N G
Monday, November 6, 9:00am – 12:00pm

Volunteering for our respite program, Encore, is a rewarding experience and we 
would love for you to join us during the week! Our Fall training session will be in 
Wesley Hall on Monday, November 6 from 9:00 am-12:00 noon. Please contact Val-
erie Boyd for more information at either 874-1523 or valerie.boyd@canterburyumc.

org.

G R I E F C A R E
Sessions will begin on Sunday, November 12 and Thursday, November 16.

Grief Care is a 6-week course for those who have lost a family member within the 
last year.  Each session includes scripture, readings, and discussion through which 
participants find fresh wisdom and strength. Register by emailing sheryl.thornton@
canterburyumc.org

  

The rose on the baptismal font is placed in honor of Sarah Ruth Powell, daughter of 
Robert & Anna Powell, born on September 27.

The flowers in the Chapel are placed in honor of Whitney Lauren Dowling & Eugene 
Erwin Raughley, III who were united in holy matrimony on October 27.
 
The flowers in the Sanctuary  are placed in honor of Meghan Elizabeth Hofto & 
Dylan Paul Angeline who were united in holy matrimony on October 28.


