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Stay In Love With God

Rev. Dale Cohen 

 “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving.” (Colossians 2:6-7, NRSV)

We’re continuing our series on John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules, and this week we’re 
concluding the series with the third rule, “Stay in love with God.”  In actuality, the way 
Wesley described this rule in the 18th Century was for the Methodists to “[attend] to all 
the ordinances of God.”  These ordinances included worship, hearing the word of God 
read and preached, participating in the Lord’s Supper, holding family and private prayer, 
searching the scriptures, and fasting or abstinence.  We refer to these ordinances today 
as spiritual disciplines that are designed to retrain our affections toward a greater love 
for God.

In the same way, we have to attend to all our relationships for them to be healthy; likewise, 
we must invest in our relationship with God if we want it to be vibrant.  Many of us neglect 
our relationship with God and then, when we experience some crisis, find it difficult to 
connect with God at the time when we need him most.  Nurturing our relationship with 
God is vital to a meaningful and sustaining connection with God for both the challenging 
and the joyful moments.

In Colossians, Paul describes our need to be “rooted and built up in him and established 
in the faith…” I love working in the yard, and although I don’t plant a lot of annuals, when 
I do plant something, I work the ground and the root system of the plants to ensure the 
roots will “take.”  The spiritual disciplines are the work we do with our soul to nurture 
ourselves into taking firm root in the faith that gives us the abundant life.

How are you doing regarding staying in love with God?  Are you taking the steps necessary 
to ensure that you are “rooted and built up in him”? Do you see evidence of the fruit of the 
Spirit in increased love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, 
and self-control (see Galatians 5:22-23)?  Are there habits that you have that are blocking 
you from a broader and more engaging relationship with God?  Are you willing to adopt 
new practices and behaviors that will contribute to the vibrant life of faith you desire?  
Staying in love with God is worth the investment of your time and energy in observing the 
ordinances of God.  If you do, you won’t be disappointed.  Give it a try!

N OV E M B E R 26, 2017

To place a poinsettia or wreath in memory of or in honor of a friend or loved one, please 
complete this form:                                                                                                
                                      Poinsettia _____                     Wreath ______
Placed in Honor ___ Memory___   of  _________________________________________
______________________________________________________ _________________
By _____________________________________________________________________ 
Phone# _________________________

Make your check ($15 per poinsettia or $45 per wreath) payable to Canterbury UMC and 
return it with a copy of this form to the church office or to Paul McCracken, no later than 
Friday, December 1 .
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welcome  TO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

Song of Praise
Marvelous Light

  
Welcome and Announcements

Brian Ward

Passing the Peace

Children's Moment
Rev. Tori Hastings

Song of Praise
Holy Spirit

 
 Prayers of the People

Offering Our Gifts and Music
Thank You Jesus

 
Scripture

 John 21: 15-17 (NRSV)
 

Message
"Stay In Love With God"

Rev. Tori Hastings

Closing Song
10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)

Blessing and Sending Forth
We came to worship. We go to serve. Go in peace.

 

Welcome to Canterbury’s Contemporary Worship Service!  We are thrilled to have you 
with us today. Join us every Sunday at 10:30 AM. You can listen and watch our mes-

sage on our website at www.canterburyumc.org or by downloading our App. Contact 
noel.johnson@canterburyumc.org for more information.

special ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE HOSPITAL/REHAB AS OF 11/21/2017
                            Roy Evan, Jr........................UAB
                               Betty Glasscock..................Lakeshore      
                                              Clare French.......................UAB Highlands
                                    

      U M W C H E ES E BA L L SA L E
Pre-order now through December 1st

$10 each | Proceeds go toward UMW's outreach giving
Place your order at the reception desk (please prepay) or by contacting Carrie 
Coons at halcoons@msn.com or 901-2770. Pre-ordering and prepaying is recom-
mended!  Cheese balls are available for pick-up at the UMW Christmas Coffee on 
Monday, December 4th or at the reception desk on Sunday, December 10th.

 B R A D FO R D H EA LT H S E RV I C ES: 
“ T H E A D D I C T E D B R A I N” WO R KS H O P

Thursday, November 30, 2017
 Have you ever asked yourself why someone is an addict? Why can’t they just stop? 
Join us for “The Addicted Brain” as we take an understandable look at the dilemma 
of addiction with National Recovery Advocate, Tim Hilton. Join us November 30th 
from 6-8 PM in Canterbury Center. Contact Mackenzie Dyer for more information at 
alumni@bradfordhealth.net. For childcare, please contact amanda.fuller@canter-
buryumc.org to reserve your spot.

FA M I LY A DV E N T U R E
 Wednesday, November 29th from 6-7 PM

Join us for a special Family Night on Wednesday, November 29 from 6 - 7 PM as we 
gather together to prepare our hearts for the season of ADVENT. Families will create 
a special keepsake nativity that everyone can enjoy. Cost for participation is $15 per 
family. Register on our website: https://www.canterburyumc.org/events-calendar/
family-adventure.

 
             Tom Fox.............................. St. Vincent's
                           

Thanksgiving for the life of:
  Andrew Shackelford........................ November 20, 2017

 


