
Contemporary Service 
November 10, 2019

Thank You for Joining Us Today!



Senior Pastor - Rev. Keith Thompson

Pastor - Rev. Hill Carmichael
Pastor - Rev. Tori Hastings

Pastor - Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Pastor - Rev. Sam Williamson

Pastor - Rev. Matthew Montgomery
Children’s Pastor - Rev. Ruth Grissom

Student’s Pastor - Rev. Seth Moon 

Director of Contemporary Music - Natalie Moon

Services
New Traditions – 8:15 a.m. (Chapel)
Sanctuary Worship – 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary)
Contemporary Worship – 10:30 a.m. (Canterbury Center)

Real Grace
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community.  It is at the very core of who 
we are as children of God because it 
is part of our lives before we are even 
aware of it. We confess that we are 
each imperfect, regularly falling short 
of our own standards and God’s.  God 
loves us anyway just as we are.  God 
initiates every relationship with us 
through grace.  God’s grace can never 
be earned, it is all gift.  We, as God’s 
children, strive to do the same with 
each other.  We start with grace given 
to us by God. We live offering the same 
grace to ourselves and one another.

Real Love
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the 
people of the church are called to 
be intentionally different.  Our Holy 
Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if 
God is Love, then we are created in the 
image of love.  God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ is what real love looks like. When 
we are most true to who we are created 
to be, we are loving.  At Canterbury, we 
seek to embody that love is patient and 
kind … and we particularly like it best 
when it is a verb.

 

Real Life
God constantly invites us into a life of 
full connection with God and others 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the real 
life we are created for.  Nothing but 
relationship with God and each other 
will truly satisfy the longing inside 
us.  We believe this is the path to real, 
abundant life.  Our desire is to walk this 
path together.

Who Are We
As people of the church, we are committed to following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek to be real and authentic in every 
part of our lives because we believe that Jesus wants to know us.  We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us wherever we are 
in life. At Canterbury United Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in relationship with Christ. 
Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love our neighbor 
as our self.  This simple yet profound statement represents the real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, particularly 
those whom the rest of the world often overlooks.  This statement from Jesus also represents the very nature of who God is.
Through sharing real grace and real love with people, Jesus brought healing into their lives.  At Canterbury, we seek to follow 
Jesus’ example, striving to share and experience real grace and real love in our real life.

Samaritan Place Market:  A Christmas Village
Canterbury’s holiday response to community families
Shop at your favorite local toy store or click on our Amazon list, www.samaritanplacemarket.com and have 
your gifts shipped directly to CUMC at 350 Overbrook Road, Birmingham, AL  35213. All new and unwrapped 
gifts are due by December 1. Financial donations are always welcome. These will allow us to shop and fill in 
with gifts that are needed. Please mark your donations with “Christmas Village” in the memo line.
 
THINGS TO REMEMBER
• All gifts should be new and unwrapped.
• No “realistic” weapons of any kind.
• Gifts are due by December 1.
If you have any questions, please contact Cindy.McDougald@canterburyumc.org.

Young Adult Ministry Information
If you are interested or know someone who would be interested in being a part Canterbury’s Young Adult 
Ministry, you/they can follow our Instagram @Canterbury.ya to find all our upcoming events.

Holy Land Trip
Join us as we make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land May 9-20, 2020! For more information, join Tori Hastings in 
Wesley Hall on Sunday, November 17, following the 10:30 services.

Dr. Al Power - Living Well with Dementia
November 19, 9:00 am
Dr. Al Power is a Geriatrician, Author, Educator and Musician. He has passion for transforming approaches of 
care and support for people with changing cognitive abilities. He travels the world speaking and helping people 
understand new ways of living as we enter our later years.

Journey Retreat
November 22 -24
Journey is a weekend trip for our Junior & Senior High students where we will spend the weekend off-campus 
at Shocco Springs in Talladega, AL. We have fun sessions that are filled with games, worship, and messages 
specifically designed to bring students closer to each other & to Christ. It’s a jam-packed, fun weekend, and we 
want your student to join us! Registration is now open at www.canterburyumc.org/journeyretreat.

Greg Boyle is coming to Canterbury!
Tickets are on sale now
Founder of Homeboy Ministries, the world’s largest gang-intervention and rehabilitation program, Greg Boyle 
will be speaking at Canterbury on January 14 at 6:30 pm. Boyle is also the bestselling author of Barking to the 
Choir and Tattoos on the Heart.
 
Special Announcements 
The rose in Canterbury Center is placed  in honor of the birth of Sophie Louise Thornton, daughter of Alana & 
Christopher Thornton, who was born on October 2, 2019.

 



We Gather In God’s Presence

Echo
Welcome & Greeting 
Children’s Moment
Baptism
  
We Prepare Our Hearts With Song

Reckless Love
Wide Open

We Respond To God

God’s People Pray
God’s People Give
By My Side  

We Listen For God’s Voice  

Hebrews 10: 24-25
“Encouraging One Another” 
Build My Life

We Go To Live Like Jesus

Reminder of God’s Promises
A Challenge to Live Like Jesus 
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WORSHIP IS AN AWARENESS AND EXPRESSION OF 
GOD’S PRESENCE LIVED OUT MOMENT BY MOMENT SERMON NOTES:



We are so glad you chose to worship with us today! 
We want you to feel at home. Through close 
relationships, the study of scripture, education, and 
caring for others, our goal is to connect you to God, 
each other, and His world in a real and meaningful 
way. We want to be a place where you will meet Jesus 
exactly where you are. You will find a community 
of real people, led by leaders who express their 
real experiences to help renew and empower you 
to follow Him.  So no matter where you are in life, 
we invite you to come as you are and to live for 
something greater. 
If you need help finding your way around, we have 
welcome guides located at our main entrances 
and outside the worship areas. We look forward to 
connecting with you!

WORSHIP:
Children in Worship - -All children are welcome 
in worship!  The sights, sounds, and interactions 
of worship are appropriate for every age.  Worship 
Activity bags, Sensory bags and other resources 
are available as you enter.  If you have a child with 
sensory challenges  who might need a break from 
worship, we have a Sensory Room located on the 
2nd floor of the Children’s Building that is staffed with 
knowledgeable caregivers.  Excellent nursery care is 
available to children through 4 years old, however we 
love having all ages worshipping together and look 
forward to the ways they can help us worship God.
Watch Online - We understand the challenges you 
face and we strive to be a church that is accessible 
to you whenever and however you need us. Our 
Sanctuary and Contemporary Worship services are 
available on our website and our app.
Things to Know:
•  Make sure your children get a worship activity pack 
on the wall in Canterbury Center. 
•  The Children’s Comfort Room is in the back hallway 

Connect: 
Sign In! There are attendance pads located at the 
end of each row on Sunday mornings. Let us know 
your name, phone number and email address and we 
will keep you up to date with what’s going on in our 
church community. If you want to share the names 
and ages of your children, we will reach out with 
information about children’s and youth activities 
as well.

Next Steps Class - We are now offering a new path to 
church membership throughout the year called Next 
Steps. The Next Steps class is a basic introduction 
to our church family and a wonderful time for you to 
continue building connections with other followers of 
Christ. Since many of us come from different church 
backgrounds, this class is designed to clearly explain 
who we are, what we believe, and how you can take 
the next steps in partnering with us to build the 
Kingdom of God. “After attending these classes, it is 
our hope you will decide to make Canterbury your 
new church home.  Next Steps will begin September 
15. We will meet during the Sunday School hour from 
9:15-10:15, and breakfast will be provided.” If you are 
interested in joining us for Next Steps, contact Becky, 
becky.king@canterburyumc.org or 205-874-1520. 

Meet with one of our pastors
Our pastors would love to meet with you over coffee 
and get to know you. You can bring any questions 
you might have and get to know a little more about 
Canterbury, the United Methodist Church, and 
anything else you want to talk about. Contact Rev. 
Matthew Montgomery, matthew.montgomery@
canterburyumc.org or 205-868-6588, to set that up.

Welcome to Canterbury!

Contact Us
Church Office: 205-871-4695
To Join: tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org
205-874-1543
Pastoral Care Response Line: 205-999-4887  canterburyumc.org

CAREGIVING RESOURCES

ALZHEIMERS/DEMENTIA SUPPORT GROUP

Join us as we share, support and encourage one another while learning how to 
navigate your changing relationship with your loved one and experience the joy in 
the journey. Contact Valerie Boyd at valerie.boyd@canterburyumc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen leaders to offer 
confidential high-quality, one-on-one Christian care to people going through a 
difficult season in their lives. A Stephen Minister provides care to one person at a 
time, meeting with that person once a week for about an hour.

Contact Rev. Sheryl Thornton for more information or to get connected with a 
Stephen Minister.  sheryl.thornton@canterburyumc.org
 
UNITED COUNSELING

This ministry of the United Methodist Church provides counseling services on 
Canterbury’s campus. They help persons with issues spanning from anxiety and 
grief to relationships, parenting, and adolescence. United Counseling also has a 
psychiatrist who sees adult clients. All ages and stages of life are served through 
individual, marriage, and family counseling.  unitedcounseling.org
 
THE AMELIA CENTER

This organization, connected to Children’s of Alabama, provides counseling for 
children and teens grieving the death of a parent, sibling or close relative or friend.
 It’s a safe place where they can find hope and creatively express feelings through 
art and play.  ameliacenter.org
 

canterburyumc.org/care


