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IN
 BETWEEN

Exodus 16: 1-4, 13-16, 31-32, 35 

 TRANSITIONS

 Dr. Andy Wolfe

When I was about to enter the tenth grade, my family moved to Huntsville from Birmingham. 
I was not a happy camper.  My whole life up until that point had been spent in Birmingham.  
In those early teen years, peers were important. I had my network – my “homies.”  The high 
school I was moving to was three times the size of my school in Birmingham.  In short, there 
was nothing good about moving that I could see.
 
I remember my first day at my new school – just trying to find my way around.  Then came 
lunch - the most terrifyingly awkward moment for a new kid - lunch.  Where to sit and with 
whom – or alone?  Most of the kids had their circle of friends they sat with every day, and 
any intrusion of their space would not be welcome!   So, I recall standing in line, getting my 
tray and then standing there looking at that sea of unfamiliar faces wishing I was back in 
Birmingham where I knew exactly where to sit and with whom.  I will never forget when 
Tony, a kid I had met at church that summer, came up to me and said, “Why don’t you come 
sit with us?”  I felt like kissing his feet!
 
Transitions are hard, yet we all have to make them – job changes, life changes, moves.  It is 
hard to let go of the familiar and embrace the unfamiliar, even when the change is needed. 
 
The scriptures tell us that the Hebrew people groaned under the bonds of slavery in Egypt.  
God heard their moaning and sent them Moses to lead them to a new promised land. You 
know the story. After some convincing, Pharaoh let the people go.  Moses led them into 
the wilderness on their way to the promised land, but no sooner were they free than the 
people began to grumble and complain.   “Why have you brought us into this wilderness?”  
 
People who study these things say that every transition in life has three phases:  letting go, 
a neutral ground (wilderness) when the way forward seems uncertain, and laying hold of 
the new promise.
 
What does this have to do with us?  We are beginning a transition at Canterbury.   This is 
one of those In Between times –that wilderness time between what was and the promise 
of what will be.  This can be an anxious time, but it is a necessary time.  The wilderness 
journey for the Hebrews was a time when they gained new strengths.  It was a time when 
they learned to trust in God.  When the promise came, they were ready.  
 
Every journey begins with taking the first step.  Let’s see where God is taking us.



welcome  TO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

 

Welcome 
 Rev. Tori Hastings

Introduction of Dr. Andy Wolfe
 

Song of Praise
Your Love Awakens Me

Scripture
Exodus 16: 1-4, 13-16, 31-32, 35

 
Message

"In Between"
Dr. Andy Wolfe

Song of Praise
 Cornerstone

Prayers of the People
The Lord's Prayer

Children's Moment

Offering Our Gifts and Music
 Desert Song

Closing Songs
Good Good Father

All The People Said Amen
  

Blessing and Sending Forth
We came to worship. We go to serve. Go in peace.

Welcome to Canterbury’s Contemporary Worship Service!  We are thrilled to have you 
with us today. Join us every Sunday at 10:30 AM. You can listen and watch our mes-
sage on our website at www.canterburyumc.org or by downloading our App. Contact 
noel.johnson@canterburyumc.org for more information.   

B EG I N N I N G S: N E W M E M B E R C L A S S
                       Sunday, January 28 in room A122 right after worship
For more information and to register, contact becky.king@canterburyumc.org. Lunch will 
be provided and childcare is available upon request. If you need childcare, please let us 
know when you register. We will need the names and ages of your children.

C R EAT E D BY G O D R EG I ST R AT I O N
January 18  - 20 / February 1 - 3 | $40 Registration 

 Human sexuality is one of God’s greatest gifts to people. Created By God  is a program re-
source designed to communicate to fifth and sixth graders that we are a fantastic creation 
made by God. The topics of human sexuality, values, and relationships are approached 
in a frank, honest, and Bible-based manner.  Registration is now open. Please go to the 
“Children” page on the church web site and scroll to the bottom of the page to register.

R I S E AG A I N ST H U N G E R
Sunday, February 11 - Tuesday, February 13

In 1998, envisioning a world without hunger, Ray Buchanan, a United Methodist minister, 
founded Stop Hunger Now. In 2017, Stop Hunger Now rebranded to become Rise Against 
Hunger. This organization’s approach to ending hunger centers on mobilizing a global 
network of hunger champions. Rise Against Hunger meal packaging volunteers produce 
millions of nutritious meals annually that are then distributed in countries around the world.

Register today and join us for this annual meal packing event at Canterbury. Join the 
movement to end hunger in our lifetime and help us pack 300,000 meals for Convoy of 
Hope in Honduras. When we meet that goal, we will achieve another standard: in the seven 
years that our church has participated in this program, we will have packed over three 
million meals. Go to www.canterburyumc.org/events and scroll to the bottom of the page 
to register.

 A S P EC I A L M ES SAG E F RO M                                              
A N DY WO L F E A N D JA M ES R U Z I C…

We want to thank you for your faithful giving to Canterbury in 2017.  The church 
ended the year in the black, after paying out all of our ministry obligations and re-
plenishing our reserves.  For over 150 years now, Canterbury has shared the gos-
pel, changed lives, reached out.   Your giving enables that ministry to continue.
We are grateful for you and we are grateful for Canterbury!  Thank You!!

  

special ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE HOSPITAL/REHAB AS OF 1/10/2018
                                      Dottie Lee...............................St. Vincent's 
                                      Philip Jackson, Jr....................Lakeshore

               THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE OF
               Dr. James "Don" Patrick...................January 6, 2018

                 Ernest Statham, III...........................January 10, 2018
                                  
  


