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"I M AG I N E LOV E"
R E V. TO R I  H A S T I N G S - P R EA C H I N G

B R I A N WA R D - L I T U RG I S T

Psalms 89: 1-4

Imagine Love

Rev. Dale Cohen 

“I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.”

 (Psalm 89:1, NRSV)
  

God is Love.  There is no more significant affirmation of faith I can make than that simple 
statement comprised of only three words.  Those three words are the basis of whole 
theology.  It has been said that God is “Love seeking expression.”  Every action of God is a 
loving action whereby God is expressing the fullness of his being and revealing his divine 
nature to the world.  But at the end of the day, if it doesn’t look like Love, it isn’t God.

The whole story of salvation is a love story in which God offers his perfect Love to us—even 
when we resist it, or push back against it, or act contrary to it, or distort it for our ends.  
We complicate the story of God’s love for us as a way of rejecting it, only to find ourselves 
miserable and confused.  We have an innate longing for God’s love that, in our confusion, 
we try to satisfy with things that are less than God desires for us.  We may feel disappointed 
that God is not more satisfying—but it’s because we’ve trained our affections for that which 
is not real Love.  Serving a god who is “less than love” leaves us with a “less than life.”

Stop focusing on trying to believe the right things about God and focus on seeking God’s 
Love.  Stop trying to figure out who’s “in” and who’s “out.”   Give up on determining who’s 
“right” and who’s “wrong.”  Start loving others to the best of your ability so that when you 
encounter Perfect Love (a.k.a., God) you will have the eyes to see him and your heart will 
be moved to Worship (an act of truly loving God).  To focus on anything other than Love is 
“to have other gods before you.” 

Let’s imagine Love together as the way forward in all relationships, in all controversies, and 
in all things.  There is no other way.  God is Love!

P.S.  Ann and I want to thank you for the Love you have shown to us over the past two-and-
a-half years.  Your gracious and loving ways have been a blessing to us.  Also, we would like 
to thank you for the generous gifts of Love you have given us.  It has been a privilege to 
serve as your pastor, and we are looking forward to what God will do at Canterbury in the 
coming years.  God is Love!

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT



welcome  TO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

 
 

Song of Praise
Angels We Have Heard On High

Welcome and Announcements
 Brian Ward

 
Passing the Peace

Children's Moment
Amy Knight

Songs of Praise
Hark The Herald Angels Sing

Midnight Clear 

Prayers of the People

Lighting of the Advent Candle
 The Bill Dobbins Family

  
Offering Our Gifts and Music

 What Child Is This

Scripture
Psalms 89: 1-4 (NRSV)

 
Message

"Imagine Love"
Rev. Tori Hastings

Closing Song
Joy To The World

Blessing and Sending Forth
We came to worship. We go to serve. Go in peace.

Welcome to Canterbury’s Contemporary Worship Service!  We are thrilled to have you 
with us today. Join us every Sunday at 10:30 AM. You can listen and watch our mes-

sage on our website at www.canterburyumc.org or by downloading our App. Contact 
noel.johnson@canterburyumc.org for more information.

special ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE HOSPITAL/REHAB AS OF 12/20/2017
                                        Evelyn Elton............................St. Vincent's
          Don Patrick.............................University
          

 S C H E D U L E FO R S U N DAY, D EC E M B E R 24

We will have three Christmas Eve services in which Holy Communion will be offered:
                     3:00           Contemporary service in Canterbury Center
                     3:00           Contemporary overflow in Canterbury Hall
                     5:00           Traditional service in the Sanctuary
                   11:00           Acoustic service in the Chapel

 D I VO RC E C A R E
                     Begins January 17th at 6 PM, for 10 weeks
Canterbury invites you to participate in our upcoming Divorce Care Class. Register 
with Ellen Thomas at ellen.thomas@canterburyumc.org. Childcare is provided by 
emailing amanda.fuller@canterburyumc.org.

                    
          H O L I DAY S C H E D U L E                  
The church office will be closed on the following days:
                               Monday & Tuesday; December 25 & 26
                               Friday; December 29
                               Monday; January 1

As of today, we are still short of our giving goal for 2017 by $267,000. Every gift to 
Canterbury between now and year end will help reduce this amount! If you have not 
completed your giving plans for Canterbury yet, we ask that you prayerfully consider 
doing so.  Please note that all contributions must be received by the church or post-
marked by December 31 to claim charitable contribution credit for 2017.

  

   
The flowers in the Chapel are placed in honor of Virginia Carolyn Davis & George 
William Davenport, who were united in holy matrimony on December 23, 2017.
                           

    


