
D EC E M B E R 17, 2017

"I M AG I N E J OY"
R E V. DA L E CO H E N - P R EA C H I N G

B R I A N WA R D - L I T U RG I S T

Philippians 4: 4-7 

Imagine Joy

Rev. Dale Cohen 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to          
everyone. The Lord is near.” (Philippians 4:4-5, NRSV)

“For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills be-
fore you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”                                         

(Isaiah 55:12, NRSV)  

We continue our Advent journey that began with Hope, then we moved to Peace, and this 
week we take the progressive step toward Joy.  In Hope, we started living as if the Kingdom 
of God were already in place here on earth.  In Peace, we settled into the knowledge that 
no matter what is going on around us, there is God’s loving presence that provides security 
from life’s storms.  And now, in Joy, we learn that our circumstances do not define us 
or determine our happiness. In trusting that the God who is near to us can redeem any 
situation, we find Joy.

The passage from Philippians seems somewhat unrealistic in admonishing us to 
continuously rejoice.  There are days filled with pains that are difficult to endure, and there 
are heartaches that create wounds that need to heal.  It seems superficially out-of-touch 
for us to gloss over the pain and sorrows of our lives in favor of putting strained smiles on 
our faces.  I don’t think that is what Paul means.  Instead, our rejoicing can be found, not 
by denying the reality of our circumstances, but through anticipating how God might be 
able to redeem that situation. The ability to rejoice is discovered through the Hope and the 
Peace that we have developed in our lives that leads to an increase in our confidence that 
God is at work redeeming every situation for his glory and our wellbeing.

Isaiah’s passage comes from the perspective that even nature experiences redemption.  In 
the same way, God redeemed Israel from its Babylonian exile; God is at work redeeming his 
creation.  There is a spot in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park known as Graveyard 
Fields.  You may have seen it if you’ve driven along the Blue Ridge Parkway near Asheville.  
The area got its name from the tree stumps that looked like gravestones. The trees were 
blown over by a massive windstorm several hundred years ago.  In the early 1900’s, the 
remaining trees were logged and harvested. Then in 1925, an intense fire burned the area 
and devastated the soil.  The forest has been slowly recovering for almost 100 years now. 
Whenever I’m in the area, I go by to see the progress of its recovery. It no longer looks like 
a graveyard.  The vegetation is covering the once ghost-like stumps, and I expect to see new 
trees towering over the area within my lifetime.

Whatever you are facing, find hope and peace that God is at work, redeeming whatever 
you’re going through.  This awareness will cause joy to rise within you!

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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welcome  TO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

 
 

Song of Praise
Hark The Herald Angels Sing

Welcome and Announcements
 Brian Ward

 
Passing the Peace

Children's Moment
Cheryl Morrow

Songs of Praise
Joy to The World (Unspeakable Joy)

Revelation Song

Prayers of the People

Lighting of the Advent Candle
 Chris & Ginny Kent

  
Offering Our Gifts and Music

 Adore

Scripture
Philippians 4: 4-7 (NRSV)

 
Message

"Imagine Joy"
Rev. Dale Cohen

Closing Song
Born Is The King (It's Christmas)

Joining of New Members

Blessing and Sending Forth
We came to worship. We go to serve. Go in peace.

Welcome to Canterbury’s Contemporary Worship Service!  We are thrilled to have you 
with us today. Join us every Sunday at 10:30 AM. You can listen and watch our mes-

sage on our website at www.canterburyumc.org or by downloading our App. Contact 
noel.johnson@canterburyumc.org for more information.

special ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE HOSPITAL/REHAB AS OF 12/14/2017
                                        Susan Earle.............................St. Vincent's
          Evelyn Elton............................St. Vincent's
          Don Patrick.............................University
          Alice Slappey..........................St. Vincent's East
                                       

  

 S C H E D U L E FO R S U N DAY, D EC E M B E R 24
We will follow our regular schedule of worship services on Sunday morning, Decem-
ber 24. Please note that we will be observing the Fourth Sunday of Advent in those 
morning services as we conclude our “Imagine” series. Holy Communion will not be 
served in either 10:30 worship service. We will have three Christmas Eve services in 
which the sacrament will be offered:
  3:00    Contemporary service in Canterbury Center
  5:00    Traditional service in the Sanctuary
                             11:00    Acoustic service in the Chapel

 D I VO RC E C A R E
                     Begins January 17th at 6 PM, for 10 weeks
Canterbury invites you to participate in our upcoming Divorce Care Class. Register 
with Ellen Thomas at ellen.thomas@canterburyumc.org. Childcare is provided by 
emailing amanda.fuller@canterburyumc.org.

                     
          H O L I DAY S C H E D U L E                  
The church office will be closed on the following days:
                               Monday & Tuesday; December 25 & 26
                               Friday; December 29
                               Monday; January 1

As of today, we are still short of our giving goal for 2017 by $447,000. Every gift to 
Canterbury between now and year end will help reduce this amount! If you have not 
completed your giving plans for Canterbury yet, we ask that you prayerfully consider 
doing so.

  

   
The flowers on the Sanctuary Altar are placed in honor of Lauren Elizabeth Shealy & 
Joshua David Baker, who were united in holy matrimony on December 16, 2017.
                           

    


