
D EC E M B E R 10, 2017

"I M AG I N E P EAC E"
R E V. DA L E CO H E N - P R EA C H I N G

B R I A N WA R D - L I T U RG I S T

Mark 1: 1-8

The Absurdity of Advent

Rev. Dale Cohen 

 “For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.” 
(Psalm 62:1, NRSV)

This Advent season we’re covering the four topics of hope, peace, joy, and love.  These are 
defining qualities that we find in the prophecies about Jesus’ birth as he comes to save the 
world.  Other words that are tied equally to Advent are words like prepare, wait, watch, and 
listen.  During the season of Advent, we are to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus anew into 
our lives, and we prepare through waiting, watching, and listening.

Some people are either so disciplined in their preparations or they have nothing else to do 
but to sit and wait and watch and listen for signs of God’s coming into the world.  These 
people probably live their lives in some cloistered community.  They certainly couldn’t 
be people who live in the hustle and bustle of mainstream American life with school and 
church programs to attend, shopping lists to tackle, parties to plan, travel arrangements to 
make, and managing the tense relationships that bubble to the surface when the whole 
family gets together.  For most of us, the idea that we’re supposed to wait, watch, and listen 
is utterly absurd.  And maybe it is absurd.  But is writing off the spiritual preparations for the 
coming of our Savior good for our souls? It is not.

So what do we do about it?  We can’t completely withdraw from the myriad responsibilities 
and commitments of the season so that we can sit quietly and prepare for Jesus’ coming 
anew into our hearts.  So let’s settle on a compromise.  One of the barriers to peace (which 
is our topic for this week) is our tendency to be absent from the activities in which we 
engage by thinking ahead to what is next.  If it’s important for you to be at your child’s 
Christmas program, then "be" there.  Be aware of the energy in the room.  Watch for what 
is unique about the smiles on the children’s faces.  Imagine how the other parents in the 
room might be feeling.  Be fully present at that moment and observe all the moment has 
to offer.  And give thanks to God.

You can repeat this in the variety of activities that are demanding your time.  When you 
shop, notice the clerk and say something nice to them about them.  When you are preparing 
for a party, don’t worry about getting everything perfect—rather, imagine the joy that you 
will experience being together with friends and say a prayer for each of them as you set the 
table.  Even your challenging relatives need your prayers—as well as your understanding 
that they are doing the best they can.  Be gentle with them.  And be gentle with your Self.  
Find gratitude in every moment as you open your Self to the possibility that even in the 
busy-ness, God is with you.  Without realizing it, you will be waiting, watching, and listening, 
and then all this preparation will lead to a new awakening when Jesus is born anew in your 
heart.  Advent may be absurd—but it’s easier than you think.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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welcome  TO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

 
 

Song of Praise
O Come All Ye Faithful

Welcome and Announcements
 Brian Ward

 
Passing the Peace

Children's Moment
Lizzie Jeffcoat

Songs of Praise
Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee

You Never Let Go

Prayers of the People

Lighting of the Advent Candle
The Rich Schneider Family

  
Offering Our Gifts and Music

 Midnight Clear

Scripture
Mark 1: 1-8 (NRSV)

 
Message

"Imagine Peace"
Rev. Dale Cohen

Closing Song
Born Is The King 

Blessing and Sending Forth
We came to worship. We go to serve. Go in peace.

Welcome to Canterbury’s Contemporary Worship Service!  We are thrilled to have you 
with us today. Join us every Sunday at 10:30 AM. You can listen and watch our mes-

sage on our website at www.canterburyumc.org or by downloading our App. Contact 
noel.johnson@canterburyumc.org for more information.

special ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE HOSPITAL/REHAB AS OF 12/7/2017
                                        Susan Earle.............................St. Vincent's
                                       
Thanksgiving for the life of
      Benny Baker (Reg Baker's brother)...............................November 30, 2017
      Larry Chapman (Terry Chapman's father).....................December 1, 2017
      Betty Foshee..................................................................December 4, 2017

  
 FA M I LY N I G H T D I N N E R & C H R I ST M A S M OV I E

                       December 13, 5:00 PM, Canterbury Center
Join us for dinner and music followed by a Christmas movie and popcorn. Dinner is 
served at 5:00 PM and the activities begin at 6:00 PM.

S U RS U M CO R DA: “H EAV E N’S C H I L D”
December 14, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary 

Birmingham’s  premier chamber choir presents a concert of Christmas music that 
includes some brand new selections as well as a few old favorites. You will recognize 
many members of our Chancel Choir, including director Lester Seigel.

R EC E P T I O N FO R DA L E A N D A N N CO H E N
December 17, 9:00 - 10:15, Canterbury Hall

Please join us as we show our appreciation to Dale and Ann for all they have done in 
their time here at Canterbury.

 S C H E D U L E FO R S U N DAY, D EC E M B E R 24
We will follow our regular schedule of worship services on Sunday morning, Decem-
ber 24. Please note that we will be observing the Fourth Sunday of Advent in those 
morning services as we conclude our “Imagine” series. Holy Communion will not be 
served in either 10:30 worship service. We will have three Christmas Eve services in 
which the sacrament will be offered:
  3:00    Contemporary service in Canterbury Center
  5:00    Traditional service in the Sanctuary
                            11:00     Acoustic service in the Chapel

  

   
The flowers on the Sanctuary Altar are placed in honor of Anna Claire Bullington & 
John Arlington Morrow, who were united in holy matrimony on December 9, 2017.
                           

 


