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THIS WEEK’S TOP ANNOUNCEMENTS:

GLUTEN FREE COMMUNION STATION:  We are now offering a gluten-free communion station 
in Section C (in front of the windows) on Communion Sundays!  If you are gluten intolerant, please 
go to the server at this station who is holding the basket with the red ribbon on the handle,  and tell 
him/her that you need the gluten-free option. 

COMMUNION RAIL OFFERING:  This offering will go to local ministries working with our com-
munity’s poor.  

BROOKDALE DRIVERS  NEEDED:  We are in need of volunteers to drive the Canterbury Bus on 
Sundays to Brookdale to pick up our members. This is a very meaningful and rewarding ministry 
that takes a small amount of time, maybe once every 10-12 weeks. If you are interested, contact 
jennifer.brasher@canterburyumc.org. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
  In Hospital/Rehab as of 8/3/2017

Dr. Leon “Bud” Hamrick...........St. Vincent’s
Melanie Gee..............................St. Vincent’s
Mildred “Jane” Morris................Brookdale 
Carolyn Smallwood...................St. Martin’s
Rosalyn Stroud..........................St. Martin’s

The rose on the Baptismal Font is placed in honor of David Burner Voltz, son of Whitney &         
Ingram Voltz, born July 31st. 

For a full listing of upcoming events and announcements please contact Linda Carpenter at the front desk 
for a printed copy of the Express, or go to www.CanterburyUMC.org/Newsletters.

                          
                         

              
                                    

                                Mr. Noel Johnson
Director of Contemporary Worship
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 Turning toward...  
when you want to 

turn away



FOLLOW JESUS SERVE OTHERS

ORDER OF WORSHIP

  Welcome and Announcements
 Rev. Sheryl Thornton

  Passing the Peace

  Songs of Praise
   Breaking Through
   Whom Shall I Fear
 
 Prayers of the People
   The Lord’s Prayer 

  Offering Our Gifts and Music
 Simple Gospel

  Scripture                      
    Matthew 14: 13-21 (NIV)
 

  Message
 “Turning Toward...
      When You Want To Turn Away” 
   Rev. Dale Cohen

  
  Holy Communion 
   The Great Thanksgiving

  Blessing and Sending Forth
   We came to worship. 
   We go to serve. 
   Go in peace. 

Prayer for God’s Work in Your Life

Heavenly Father, You have filled the world with 
beauty. Open our eyes to behold Your presence 

everywhere, that, rejoicing in Your whole creation, 
we may learn to serve You with joy.  Through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Join us next Sunday, August 13th
Brian Ward

We’re Glad You’re Here Today!
 Childcare is available for children younger than 5K during all services. Please check with ushers for locations. 

Before worship begins, please take a minute to help your children to the restroom, get a clipboard and crayons, and 
get settled so they will be able to enjoy the entire service. Thank you for helping to make their worship experience 
reverent and meaningful! 

  For your convenience a Comfort Room is located at the rear of the worship center. Feel free to take advan-
tage of this space where you will still be able to see and hear the worship service. 
 

Children’s worship bulletins and Bibles for ages 3 and up are available on tables at the Worship Center 
entrance.  Please be good stewards of our worship area and take worship bulletins/unwanted items out with you as 
you leave today. 

Recycle baskets are located at the exits. Thanks!
Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? 

To make Canterbury your home church, contact Becky King at 874-1520 or 
becky.king@canterburyumc.org.

What is God saying to me today? 150 Years and Counting
“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1, NRSV)

In the month of October, we will be celebrating 150 years of Canterbury!  It’s hard to believe that Canterbury, in its earliest 
iterations, is older than both the cities of Birmingham and Mountain Brook.  October 17, 1867, is the first record of there 
being a church when Rev. Jackson Lancaster was appointed by the Methodist hierarchy (also known as the Conference) 
to serve as the pastor of the newly formed mission and named Irondale Methodist Episcopal Church.  

In actuality, a group of Christians had been meeting before that in a brush arbor (an outdoor lean-to structure crudely con-
structed) for biblical teaching and instruction for several years.  When the weather was bad, they would gather in people’s 
homes.  The group grew to such a strong fellowship that the Methodist Conference saw fit to assign a pastor who served 
the Village Springs Circuit.  A circuit was a group of two or more churches served by the same pastor, so services were 
held at times that allowed the pastor to get to all his (and yes, in those days, pastors were all men) churches throughout 
the day on Sunday.

As I have read through the history of Canterbury, I have been amazed at the vision and the commitment of those who 
have gone before us from 1867 on up to the 21st Century.  It has been refreshing to read of all the milestones in the life of 
Canterbury from name changes and mergers to land purchases and building programs.  There have been controversies 
(after all, we ARE the church!), but the drive to serve God faithfully and elegantly has always won out.  We are the heirs of 
God’s grace at work at Canterbury.  At the same time, we are beneficiaries of the hard work and dedication of many people 
who have faithfully served God in leadership at Canterbury.  Even today, we have families in the church whose roots go back 
generations and who have continued to serve the legacy of our forebears with an equal sense of commitment and passion.

The Psalmist reminds us that God’s love is steadfast and without fail.  I can certainly see God’s hand moving at so many 
junctures in the development of Canterbury that our church is a testimony to God’s faithfulness.  My hope is that as we 
celebrate God’s miraculous work throughout our history, we allow ourselves to look to the future with anticipation for what 
God has yet to do in our midst.  Since God’s steadfast love endures forever, we can expect even greater things.  I believe 
God is up to something at Canterbury. I pray that each of us is open to the leading of the Holy Spirit as we look to our past 
to be a springboard to our future. We’re going to have a great time together!

Rev. Dale Cohen 
Senior Pastor


