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Greeting- Kevin Alexander, Church Council Leader, opened the meeting by welcoming 
everyone.  
Opening Hymn- The Church’s One Foundation was led by Anne Warren.  
Devotion- Rev. Tori Hastings led the devotion. Tori referred back to the video of Rev. Keith 
Thompson this past Sunday and asked everyone to reflect on the last segment of that video. 
Keith asked everyone to join him in prayer and recite the following in their prayers: “That we as 
a church have the courage and wisdom to discern and be the church God calls us to be.” The end 
of 1 Thessalonians came to her mind while that prayer request was mentioned. Paul’s letters in 1 
Thessalonians had been written to give thanks in all circumstances. Tori then called on Bishop 
Mike Watson to help lead the prayer with all church council attendees for guidance, unity, 
optimism, and vision for Canterbury’s future.   
Staff Parish Team Relations Report- John Clark, leader of the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee, announced to the council the two new appointments that will be made in July 1. Rev. 
Keith Thompson, who is currently at First United Methodist, will become the new Senior Pastor 
at Canterbury, along with Hill Carmichael who will become the new associate. Hill is currently 
the Executive Director at Urban Ministry and will also begin his new appointment July 1. John 
also announced to the council the two new staff members who have come on board. Eric 
Holsomback, who is the new Communications Director, was present at the meeting and 
introduced himself to the council. Amanda McFarland was also hired to join the Children’s 
Ministry Team as the Director of Elementary Ministries. Amanda will begin at Canterbury on 
April 17. There are still a few new positions left to fill in the upcoming months that SPR would 
like to fill including a Director of Children’s Ministry, Business Administrator, and a position in 
the Youth Department. John Clark then handed the meeting to Eric who spoke about the Easter 
video he created and presented it to the council.  
Finance Report- James Ruzic began the Finance Report with a PowerPoint to help council 
members see visually where Canterbury is with financials. For the 2018 budget, there has been 
$630,000 in prepaid pledges. The projected budget total for 2018 is 4.464 million. A portion of 
that budget has been spent to this date due to such events as Rise Against Hunger. The budget 
process in years’ past says that in September/October of this year our budget should be spent. 
However, the reserves will continue to push money through throughout 2018. James also expects 
more people to pledge or start giving since the announcement of the new pastor.  
Puerto Rico Report- Brady Hughes, Canterbury member, spoke to the council regarding the 
Puerto Rico Mission Trip that was taken with the Outreach Team on March 24-31. The purpose 
of the mission trip was to help rebuild and clean the Island of Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria 
struck in September 2017.  The team traveled to Arecibo, which was an hour outside of San 
Juan, and did work for two families. One lady, Raquel, needed a new floor, new roof, new 
electrical work, and basic household items cleaned and washed off from the mud residue that 
was left in her home. The team bonded and formed relationships with Raquel, along with their 
interpreter, Alice, who ended up be a great blessing to Brady and the team. After speaking, a 



question was proposed to Brady on how those specific families were chosen to be helped. 
UMCOR, along with FEMA and the church that hosted the mission team, were able to choose 
the families that received the mission work. The team hoped to learn more about the system in 
Puerto Rico for a possible mission trip back within the next year since they were only the 4th 
team to come through Arecibo.  
A Time of Thanksgiving- Rev. Andy Wolfe wanted to focus on a time of Thanksgiving for the 
Canterbury Church Council and Canterbury Members. A few things of thanksgiving would 
include the welcoming of a new senior pastor and associate pastor, the giving up 5%, and more 
great staff coming forward. Andy mentioned that Jesus is and has gone before us in the light of 
this church and in the interim process. A great thanks was given to those who held leadership and 
commitment in the past months. Andy then led council members to go around and name the 
things they were most thankful for which included the thankfulness for Andy & Dawn, senior 
high leadership during Discovery weekend, the opportunity the Confirmands had by visiting the 
Islamic Society, and being able to serve and preach first sermons right here at Canterbury. 
Closing Remarks & Blessing- The meeting was adjourned with Andy’s blessing and Rev. 
Sheryl Thornton led everyone in prayer.  

 

 


