
Dear Canterbury Member,

You are probably aware that there is a significant meeting for the Global United Methodist Church from 
February 23 – 26, 2019, in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose of this Called General Conference will be to receive 
and act on the recommendations from the Commission on a Way Forward which was formed based on the 
recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The Commission was authorized to examine paragraphs in The 
Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and to explore options to strengthen church unity. This is an 
issue the United Methodist Church has been working to address for at least 40 years.

I often get asked some version of a question about what I hope will come from this important meeting. While 
I have strong opinions about this topic, my prayer has consistently been that the General Conference will 
experience a Pentecost moment for our United Methodist Church.  When the leaders of the early church 
gathered in that upper room on the day of Pentecost, they were fighting with one another about the direction 
of the church. They were fighting about whether to include gentiles (that’s me, and probably you, too), they 
were fighting about the requirement of circumcision for men (a tough sell to a 40 year-old Greco-Roman 
male). They were probably even fighting about some version of whether to sing from the old hymnal or to sing 
contemporary music…because, you know, that’s what confused churches do. They were also fighting about 
who had the authority to make these decisions, and who should be included. And then, in the midst of all 
the tension and angst, the Holy Spirit showed up as a disturbing wind and came crashing through the room. 
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit’s presence, the leaders of the Early Church were disturbed enough that they 
could then listen to and understand every person in the room - in their own language and context. This is our 
birth story as the Christian Church. This is our spiritual DNA. My prayer for the Called General Conference is 
this - that the Holy Spirit disturbs us enough that we can truly listen to and understand everyone in their own 
language and context.  

As the Called General Conference draws near, I also want to remind you of a few specific prayer opportunities. 
First, two of Canterbury’s own will be delegates to the Called General Conference. Please pray for safe travels 
and inspired discernment as Scott Selman and Zac Riddle participate in the Conference. Second, please note 
that Canterbury will host a Day of Prayer in the Chapel on Thursday, February 21st, from 7am to 6pm. This is a 
come and go prayer time and I ask that you consider attending at some point to pray for the United Methodist 
Church and our leaders.

As a member of this church and denomination, I invite you to always be in prayer for the church - not that our 
individual opinions prevail and win - but that we experience a Pentecost moment in the Global UMC, renewing 
our commitment to share the love of Jesus Christ with everyone. Regardless of what happens at General 
Conference, Canterbury United Methodist Church will remain committed to God’s call of living lives of Real 
Grace and Real Love in the midst of Real Life…that is what Pentecost really represents.

I am so grateful to serve at Canterbury United Methodist Church, where God continues to write a remarkable 
story of grace and love. Our future is bright because of our love and commitment to Jesus Christ and to one 
another.

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Keith Thompson
Senior Pastor
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