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Christmas Eve 
Holy Communion

11:00 pM in the Chapel

The United Methodist Church practices Open Communion. Everyone, whether or not they are members of this 
church, is invited to receive the sacrament. We will serve by intinction at the Altar. Please follow the ushers’ directions.

Music During Communion                                                                                                                                                                  

Carol                                                                   O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in.

Carol                                                                            Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;
the stars in the heavens looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.

* Carol                                                                                  Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King!
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

* Candlelight Carol                                                               Silent Night

 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child!
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from Heaven afar,
 Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!                
            Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

 Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

* Dismissal and Blessing

The first candle in each pew on the aisle will be lit, the growing lighth representing the 
coming of Jesus into the world. As worshipers receive the light, they will pass it to their neighbors.

Candle Safety:  Lighted candle remains vertical. Tilt the unlit candle toward the candle already burning.  



Order Of WOrship 

Welcome 

* Carol                                                            Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

* Carol                                                                    O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.

 Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels!
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n.
 Word of the Father, now in the flesh appearing:
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

* Passing of the Peace

Prayer

Special Music                                                           Born is the King

Homily                                                                                                                                                                  Rev. Dale Cohen

* Carol                                                               Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”            
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!

Hail the heavenborn Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays His glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Your people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
The people rejoice before you as with joy of the harvest.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power, God of might. Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in God’s name! Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
We rejoice as your people, for to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulders. His name shall be called 
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

He was born to give himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify us for holy living.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us,he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread
gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood 
of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final 
victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with your Holy Spirit in your Holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Preacher and Celebrant: Rev. Dale Cohen           Liturgist: Brian Ward
Song Leader: Caleb Carroll

   


