
Sanctuary Service

WELCOME CHILDREN! — Parents, make sure 
your children get a worship activity bag in the 

Narthex entrance area.  The Children’s Comfort 
Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available 

– ask an usher for help.

December 23, 2018
the Fourth SunDay oF aDvent

Preaching —  rev. Keith thomPSon

LiturgiSt — rev. tori haStingS

choirmaSter anD organiSt — Dr. LeSter SeigeL

Anthem                                                            Christmas Night                             16th-c French melody, arr. Rutter                          

Softly through the winter’s darkness shines a light, 
clear and still in Bethlehem on Christmas night.
‘Round the stable where a virgin mother mild watches over Jesus Christ, the holy child.
Shepherds kneel in adoration by his bed; seraphim in glory hover round his head.
Wise men, guided by the leading of a star, bring him gifts of precious treasure from afar.

Choirs of angels sing to greet his wondrous birth; 
Christ our Lord in human form comes down to earth.
‘Glory to God in highest heav’n’ their joyful strain: 
‘Peace on earth, goodwill to men’ the glad refrain.
Alleluia! Let the earth rejoice today! Christ is born to take our sins and guilt away.
Praise the Lord who sent him down from heav’n above: 
Holy infant, born of God the Father’s love.

The Fifth Lesson:  St. John foretells the coming of Christ.                                                                       John 1: 1 - 14
Betty Gunn, reader

Anthem                                        Mary’s Wonder                                                             John Seagard                                 

Slumber softly, slumber gently; sleep now, I will keep thee, 
Rest now, while I watch thee; Angel voices now are singing: ‘In excelsis Gloria.’

* Hymn 246                                                               Joy to the World                                                                                             ANTIOCH

Reception of New Members:                                                                    Congregational Response: Hymnal, page 48
Gery & Susan Hackney and Sumner, Foster, & Sophie Hackney

* The Sending Forth and Benediction

Postlude

Christmas Eve
We hope you will join us for one of our four services on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child:

* 3:00 in the Sanctuary and in Canterbury Center
* 5:00 in the Sanctuary and in Canterbury Center

Please note that parking will be available at Mountain Brook Jr. High School and shuttles will be running between 
the school and the church. 

December 30
The New TradiTioNs service will be held at its usual time of 8:15. The 10:30 services will combine in the Sanctuary.

Special Announcements
Birth
The rose on the Sanctuary lectern is placed in honor of Virginia Harris Morrison, daughter of Rachel and 
Thomas Morrison, born December 13.
Thanksgiving for the lives of
Mary Helen Cleary Straker (Anne Plosser’s mother)............December 12, 2018
Jane Morris......................................................................................December 13, 2018
Barbara Jackson..............................................................................December 18, 2018



Order of Morning Worship
*Congregation Please Stand

Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.  

Voluntary                                                         Christmas Medley                                                      arr. Sanders
Joy to the World, Away in a Manger, Angels We Have Heard on High, O Come, All Ye Faithful

The Bells of Canterbury, Sybil Watson - Director

Welcome and Parish Notices

* Processional Hymn 250                                Once in Royal David’s City                                                                           IRBY

Lighting of the Fourth Candle in the Advent Wreath - the Candle of Love   Ty & LaVone Warren & family

Leader: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Let us pray: 
All: Lord God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and we praise you for the great-
ness of your love. Help us to share your peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every 
day. In His name we pray. Amen.

 
Choral Response: My Master, see, the time has come to give your servant leave

to go in peace, long waited for, your promise now fulfilled.

Offertory                                              God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen                                            John Rutter

* Doxology                                                                                                                               VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 230                        O Little Town of Bethehem, v. 1                                                                       ST. LOUIS

* Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                                Luke 2: 25 - 35
This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 230                       O Little Town of Bethehem, v. 4                                                                         ST. LOUIS

The Homily                                                        Simeon’s Song                                         Rev. Keith Thompson

The Bidding Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
        as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
        kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.      

The First Lesson:  Isaiah foretells the chosen redeemer of Israel                                               Isaiah 42: 1 - 7
Leigh Anne Precise, reader

 

Anthem                                              Fum, Fum, Fum           Catalonian Carol, arr. Walter Schumann

On December twenty-fifth sing fum, fum, fum. 
On that night a babe was born, the child of Light at break of morn.
In a stable dark and dreary lay the son of Virgin Mary.
Holidays the good Lord gave us, fum, fum, fum.
Summer feasting suits us best, and yet with all his name be blest.
He who doth our names remember sent us Christmas in December.

The Second Lesson: The Annunciation to Mary                                                                        Luke 1: 26 - 38
Jason Mbana, reader

Anthem                       The White Dove                                 Johannes Brahms                          

A snow-white dove from heaven came down to the earth; 
in angel form it greeted a maid of lowly birth.
With peace and joy its tidings fill’d her breast, for she, 
above all women, would be forever blest. Kyrie eleison.

The gates of heav’n would open, the angel then did tell, 
and Christ our blest Redeemer would deign on earth to dwell;
The Holy Babe who lay her arms within should be the promised Savior 
to purge the world from sin. Kyrie eleison.

And when our life is ended, on Thee will we call, the Son of holy Mary, who died to save us all.
In mercy hear us when we cry to Thee. From fear of death’s dark angel, O Jesus, set us free. 
Kyrie eleison.

The Third Lesson:  St. Matthew recounts the birth of Jesus                                                  Matthew 1: 18 - 25
Jesse Payne, Reader

Anthem                                               ‘Round the Glory Manger         African-American Spiritual, arr. Scott
Kathleen Buccleugh, soprano

They turn ‘way Mary and-a Joseph, ‘way from the inn, and that’s what made the glory manger.
And-a Hallelujah, Lord! Wasn’t that a bright morning, all ‘round the glory manger!
They laid my pretty little Jesus down in the straw…
And all His pretty little fingers played in the straw…

The Fourth Lesson:  The shepherds learn of the birth of Jesus                                                     Luke 2: 8 - 20
Paul McCracken, reader

If you are visiting with us today, we are glad that you are here! You are always welcome at Canterbury. 
If you want more information about the ministries here, call Becky King at 871-4695 or email her at 

becky.king@canterburyumc.org. You can also check us out at www.canterburyumc.org.


